Education Syllabus 2013

/ PR AHMADIYYA
¢ MUSLIM COMMUNITY
\

Muslims who believe in the Messiah,
Hadrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani (May peace be on him)

VSN ==

R
Fr

ne Another in Good Wor

=
=

§

Excel

Majlis Ansarullah, USA 1



Education Syllabus 2013

Majlis Ansarullah, USA 2



Education Syllabus 2013

Table of Content
ANSAR PLEDGE .......ccuiiiuietiieetetestee et eteete e eteete s e e ebesbe e eseebe s eseebessesseseebesseseebesbessessesessessesestenseseesenne 5
ANSAR CALENDAR FOR 2013 ....ocuiiitietiieieteeteteteete et e ete et sse e eveste s eseebesseseesessessessesessessesessenseseesenns 5
TOPICS FOR THE MONTHLY MEETINGS ....oeeieiiiiie e 7
SELF-ASSESSMENT AND GOALS ...t e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeeees 9
NATIONAL ‘AMILA OF MAJLIS ANSARULLAH USA ......cooorieeeneeteeeeeeteeteeteeete et eteseee e eveseseenenns 10
RESPONSIBILITIES OF ANSAR ....ooviuietietiietieteeteeeteetesteseeteesessesesseseseesessessessesessessesessessesessessessesenns 11
EDUCATION SYLLABUS FOR 2013 ...t 12
SUGGESTED ENGLISH LEARNING RESOURCES ......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiieeerieeeeteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e e 12
THE HOLY QUR AN SECTION ...etiuutiteitte ettt esiteeesiteeesiteeetteeetteesbteesasteesabeeesabeessaseessnseesnnseesanneesanneenas 13
HADITH SECTION .ttt ettt et e e e e e s s s e e e e e e e se s s b e e e e e e e e e e s e nnnnreneeeeess 17
BOOK SECTION cceiiiiiitiiitiiee ettt sttt e e s e s e e e e s bbb e e e e e s s s s ssrbasseeeeas 29
URDU SECTION ...t bs e se s sssnsssnsnsnsnnnnnnes 125
UE TP a2 et 226
AP a2 oottt R AR R 220
0 a2 SRR 218

Majlis Ansarullah, USA 3


file:///Q:/SkyDrive/2-Jamaat/1-Ansar/ALC/2013/Handbook%20Talim/Ansar%20Education%20Syllabus%202013%20-%20Final.docx%23_Toc342975723
file:///Q:/SkyDrive/2-Jamaat/1-Ansar/ALC/2013/Handbook%20Talim/Ansar%20Education%20Syllabus%202013%20-%20Final.docx%23_Toc342975724

Education Syllabus 2013

Majlis Ansarullah, USA 4



Education Syllabus 2013

Ansar Pledge

Say this part three times:

Ash-hadu e alla ilaha e illallahu  wahdahii e
la sharika lahd  wa ash-hadu ¢ anna
muhammadan * ‘abduhii ® wa rasiluh

Say this part once:

| bear witness that e there is none worthy of worship ¢ except Allah. ¢ He is One
(and) has no partner, ® and | bear witness ® that Mohammad (May Peace and blessings
of Allah be on him) e is His servant and His messenger.

Say this part once:

| solemnly pledge that ¢ | shall endeavor e throughout my life ¢ for the propagation e
and consolidation ¢ of Ahmadiyyat in Islam, ¢ and shall stand guard e in defense of e
the institution of Khilafat. ¢ | shall not hesitate ¢ to offer any sacrifice  in this regard. ¢
Moreover, ¢ | shall exhort my children e to always remain dedicated ¢ and devoted to
Khilafat. e Insha’allah.

Notes:
1. Textin (parenthesis) is not in the original Arabic text and has been added in the translation.
2. “e”n the text indicates where person leading the pledge should pause to allow members to repeat the
same portion.

Ansar Calendar for 2013

Monthly Ansar General Meeting: of everymonthat__:  AM/PM

Local Ijtima‘ on: at

Regional ljtima‘ on: at

Jalsa Salana (Annual Convention): June 28-June 30 at Location will be announced latter

Ramadan: July 10 to August 08 ‘Idul Fitr: August 09 (Friday)

National Ijtima“‘: October 04-06 (Fri-Sun) at Baitur Rahman Mosque, Silver Spring, MD

‘1dul Adha: October 16, 2013 (Wednesday)

See http://ansarusa.org for Ta’lim exam and essay writing competition deadline.
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Topics for the Monthly Meetings

\
Month ‘ Holy Qur'an* Moral Training ** Tabligh \ Health
o < |
- Conditions of Bai'at and
Jan surah Al Nur (Ch. 24) Hadith # 1 Responsibilities of an | Salat — Friday Sermon June 22, 2012 Qur'anic directives about Tabligh Exercise & Nutrition
Verses 36 - .
Ahmadr (Condition 1)
- ) True love for the Holy Prophet (saw)| Advice and example of the Holy Prophet, may
- Conditions of Bai'at and X .
Surah Al Nur (Ch. 24) . s — Friday Sermon September 21, peace be on him, on how to spread the message
Feb Verses 37-38 Hadith # 2 Responsibilities of an 2012 f 15l Heart Health
Ahmadr (Condition 2) otislam
Surah Al Nur (Ch. 24) . Condltlon.s Of I.Bal atand The Correct Islamic View — Friday The five methods of Tabligh outlined by the .
Mar Hadith #3 Responsibilities of an . . . Vitamins & Supplements
Verses 39 - o Sermon May 6, 2011 Promised Messiah (peace be on him)
Ahmadr (Condition 3)
Surah Al Nur (Ch. 24) . Cond|t|0n§ Of .Bal atand | Promote the true character of the The major issues confronting Western societies .
Apr Verses 40 Hadith # 4 Responsibilities of an  [Holy Prophet (saw) — September 28, today and how true Islam can helo resolve them Allergies
Ahmadi (Condition 4) 2012 Y P
Surah Al Nur (Ch. 24) . Cond|t|0n§ of .Bal at and Fulfill your obligations to mankind — The futu.re of Islam and.the worlq as found in the o
May Hadith #5 Responsibilities of an prophecies of the Promised Messiah (peace be on The Doctor's Visit
Verses 41 - L June 1, 2012 .
Ahmadi (Condition 5) him)
Conditions of Bai'at and
Surah Al Nur (Ch. 24) . . Responsibilities of an . N . -~
Jun Verses 36-41(Review) Hadith # 1-5 (Review) Ahmadi (Condition 1-5) - True Gratitude — July 13, 2012 Christianity - Facts to Fiction Midlife Changes
Review
_ Conditions of Bai'at and . - . . -
| ARG | anges | oponbiiesotin | oSt tuline g b s st e st o | o s s
Ahmadi (Condition 6) p g q p g y Jesus (peace be on him) cannot come bac
Aug Ramadan Break
Surah Al Nur (Ch. 24) Conditions of Bai'at and | The Prophet (saw) for Mankind — | The Promised Messiah (may peace be upon him)
Sep ) Hadith # 8 Responsibilities of an October 5, 2012 fulfills the prophecies concerning the second Life After Retirement
Verses 54-55 - L ; .
Ahmadr (Condition 7) coming of Jesus (peace be on him)
Surah Al Nur (Ch. 24) R Cond|t|0n§ Of I.3a| atand Patience, Steadfastness, Astaghfar | The truth of the Promised Messiah (peace be on Adult Vaccination &
Oct Hadith #9 Responsibilities of an . . . = . S
Verses 56 - . and Darood — April 13, 2012 him) according to the Holy Qur'an and Ahadith Annual Vaccination
Ahmadi (Condition 8)
Surah Al Nur (Ch. 24) . Cond|t|on§ Of I.3a| atand Vie Wl,t,h one another in The Fallacy of the Lahori view versus the true Influenza & Pneumonia
Nov Hadith # 10 Responsibilities of an goodness...” — November 9, 2012 X . K
Verses 57-58 - o status of the Promised Messiah (peace be on him)
Ahmadr (Condition 9)
Surah Al Nur (Ch. 24) Conditions of Bai'at and Al-Fatihah, The Essence of Qur'anic | The Ahmadiyya Khilafat is the solution to the
Dec ) Hadith # 6-10 (Review) Responsibilities of an ! W Over weight and Obesity

Verses 52-58 (Review)

Ahmadi (Condition 10)

Teaching — February 10, 2012

problems faced by the Muslim world

* Holy Qur’an syllabus includes memorization, translation, and commentary of selected verses
** FS refers to Friday Sermon by Hadrat Khalifatul-Masih (ayyadahullahu ta‘ala binasrihil-‘aziz) available at http://alislam.org/archives.
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Self-Assessment and Goals

Name: Jama’at Member Code:
MEASURE GOAL RESULTS

Finance

Ansar Dues /

litima“ Dues /

Publication Dues $10/ year

Tahrik Jadid Dues /

Wagf Jadid Dues /

Education

Ta‘llm Exam | of 2013

By June 15, 2013

Ta‘lilm Exam Il of 2013

By Dec 15, 2013

Health. Height:

inches

Weight:

Ib

BMI (Body Mass Index)

20 to 25

Blood Pressure

Under 120/80

Cholesterol - Total

125 - 200 mg/dL

Cholesterol - HDL (good)

Over 40 mg/dL

Cholesterol - LDL (bad)

Under 100 mg/dL

Glucose (fasting)

65 to 100 mg/dL

Triglycerides

Under 150 mg/dL

Other Personal Goals for 2013

Majlis Ansarullah, USA
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National ‘Amila of Maijlis Ansarullah USA

No

NAME

OFFICE

E-mail

CELL

1 Wajeeh Bajwa Sadr sadr@ansarusa.org 919-632-9567
2 Khaled Ata Na'ib Sadr Awwal naibsadr.awwal@ansarusa.org 301-275-9535
3 Imran Hayee Na'ib Sadr Saf Dom naibsadr.safdom@ansarusa.org 732-801-4657
4 Naseem Ahmed Waseem | Mu’awin Sadr (IT) muawinsadr.it@ansarusa.org 732-213-6743
5 Basit Khan Mutéwin Sadr (Special muawinsadr.sp@ansarusa.org 410-530-8235
Projects)
6 Magbool Ahmad Tahir Qa'id Umumi gaid.umumi@ansarusa.org 248-470-2162
7 Rafiuddin Malik Qa'id Isha'at (Publication) gaid.publication@ansarusa.org 614-915-4375
8 Rizwan Qadir Qa'id Ithar (Social Services) | gaid.ithar@ansarusa.org 248-840-4417
9 Munawar A. Saqgib Qa'id Mal (Finance) gaid.mal@ansarusa.org 856-495-6421

10 | Monas Ahmad Chaudry

Qa'id Ta’im (Education)

gaid.talim@ansarusa.org

714-488-7407

11 | Syed Fazal Ahmed

Qa'id Ta’limul Qur'an
(Education of the Holy
Qur’an)

gaid.talimulguran@ansarusa.org

215-805-3610

12 | Syed Sajid Ahmad

Qa'id Tabligh (Preaching)

gaid.tabligh@ansarusa.org

701-200-7147

13 | Hassiem Abdullah Babatu

Qa'id Tahrik Jadid

gaid.ti@ansarusa.org

414-305-9188

14 | Muneeb Ahmad

Qa'id Tajnid (Membership)

gaid.tajnid@ansarusa.org

920-279-6298

15 | Muhammed K. Owusu

Qa'id Tarbiyat (Training)

gaid.tarbiyat@ansarusa.org

804-512-8621

16 | Waseem Ahmad

Qa'id Tarbiyat Nau
Muba'i'in (New Converts)

gaid.newconverts@ansarusa.org

317-450-0278

17 Kalim Wali

Qa'id Waqf Jadid

gaid.wj@ansarusa.org

314-522-6377

18 | Tanvir Ahmad

Qa'id Zehanat wa Sehat-e-
Jismani (Health)

gaid.health@ansarusa.org

760-705-8888

19 | M. Dawood Munir

Auditor

Auditor@ansarusa.org

832-526-8614

Majlis Ansarullah, USA

10



mailto:sadr@ansarusa.org
mailto:naibsadr.awwal@ansarusa.org
mailto:naibsadr.safdom@ansarusa.org
mailto:muawinsadr.it@ansarusa.org
mailto:muawinsadr.sp@ansarusa.org
mailto:qaid.umumi@ansarusa.org
mailto:qaid.publication@ansarusa.org
mailto:qaid.ithar@ansarusa.org
mailto:qaid.mal@ansarusa.org
mailto:qaid.talim@ansarusa.org
mailto:qaid.talimulquran@ansarusa.org
mailto:qaid.tabligh@ansarusa.org
mailto:qaid.tj@ansarusa.org
mailto:qaid.tajnid@ansarusa.org
mailto:qaid.tarbiyat@ansarusa.org
mailto:qaid.newconverts@ansarusa.org
mailto:qaid.wj@ansarusa.org
mailto:qaid.health@ansarusa.org
mailto:Auditor@ansarusa.org

Education Syllabus 2013

Responsibilities of Ansar

Adopted from Constitution of Majlis Ansarullah (revised February 2, 2012)

Aims and Objectives
3. Majlis Ansarullah shall have the following aims and objectives:
To establish an organization for all Ahmadi men over the age of forty.
b. To inculcate the following amongst its members:
i. The love of Allah.
ii. The spirit to promote and propagate the teachings of Islam.
iii. The enthusiasm to call to Islam and serve mankind.
iv. The spiritual and moral training of children and youth.
v. The spirit of protecting the institution of Khilafat.
vi. The spirit of placing collective interests above individual interests.
c. It shall purely be a religious organization with no political interest whatsoever.
8. a. Every male Ahmadi above the age of 40 years shall be a member of this Majlis.
b. The members of Majlis Ansarullah shall be divided into two age groups:
Saf Awwal shall consist of members over 55 years.
Saf Dom shall consist of members between 40 and 55 years
c. An Ahmadi who does not owe allegiance to Hadrat Khalifatul Masih shall not be
eligible for membership.
Duties of members
190. To carry out orders of Hadrat Khalifatul Masih and the officers appointed by him.
191. To carry out the orders of Sadr Maijlis, Na'ib Sadr Awwal, Na'ib Sadr Saf Dom and other
office bearers of the Majlis.
193. To regularly carry out all the programs of Majlis Ansarullah.
194. To abide by the prescribed reformative measures in the event of negligence or default.
195. It shall be necessary that all the office-bearers and members are fully aware of the
rules and regulations contained in the Constitution and abide by them.
Financial Obligations
192. To pay the prescribed subscriptions of Majlis Ansarullah. In case of financial inability, a
member may obtain exemption from Sadr Majlis.
Prescribed Rates of Ansar Chanda (Dues) for earning members:
e Ansar dues are 1% of the take home income.
e |jtima‘ dues are 1/8 of the total Ansar dues
e  Publication dues are $10 yearly per Ansar
Prescribed Rates of Ansar Chanda (Dues) for non-earning members:
e Ansar dues: S24/Year
e |jtima‘ dues: $12/year
22. cii. Any member who is in arrears as regard dues of Majlis Ansarullah shall not be
allowed to participate or vote in the elections of Majlis Ansarullah.
iii. A member who is in arrears of obligatory dues (Chanda Am/Wasiyat, Chanda Jalsa
Salana) for six months or more shall not be eligible to vote or become an office-
bearer.

Q
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Education Syllabus for 2013

The Holy Qur'an:
Chapter 24, Surah Al Nur Verses: 36-41 (From January — June 2013).
Chapter 24, Surah Al Nur Verses: 52-58 (From July - December 2013).
Every household should have at least one copy of Holy Qur’an with either English or Urdu
translation. http://www.alislam.org/quran/search2/showChapter.php?ch=24

Hadith: Given on Pages 16 to 27

e January to June: Hadith No: 1to 5
e July to December: Hadith No: 6 to 10

Book: “Conditions of Bai'at and Responsibilities of an Ahmadi”/“Shara’it e bait aur Ahmadr Ki
zimmedarian”

e January to June: Conditions 1to 5
e July to December: Conditions 6 to 10

Essay Writing Competition: Deadline to submit essay is July 31, 2013

Topics:

1. Importance of congregational salat in an Ahmadi Muslim family
2. How to inculcate love of Allah in our children in a society where materialism rules
3. Significance of prayers in parenting

Instructions (All essays must):

e Bein English, on one of the approved topics (listed above)
e Contain between 2,500 and 3,500 words.

e Be submitted in MS Word format.

e Be free of spelling and factual errors.

e List all bibliographic references.

Prizes: The following prizes will be awarded at National ljtima“:
First: $300.00 Second: $200.00 Third: $100.00

Essay should be submitted to Qa’id Ta‘lim (Education), Monas Ahmad Chaudry (714-488-
7407), E-mail at: gqaid.talim@ansarusa.org or submitted by mail on CD (in MS Word format)
to: Monas Ahmad Chaudry, 2859 E Stearns St, Brea, CA 92821-4710

Suggested English Learning Resources:

1. http://www.1-language.com or for Free Materials
http://www.usalearns.org/index/

Majlis Ansarullah, USA 12
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The Holy Qur’an Section
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Chapter 24, Surah Al Nur Verses: 36-41

36. Allah is the Light of the heavens
and the earth. The similitude of His
light is as a {ustrous niche, wherein
is a lamp. The lamp is in a glass. The
glass 1s as 1t were a glittering star. It
is lit from a blessed tree—an
olive—neither of the east nor of the
west, whose o1l would well-nmigh
glow forth even though fire touched
it not. Light upon light! Allah guides
to His light whomsoever He will.
And Alldh sets forth parables to
men, and Allah knows all things full
well.
37. This light is now lit in houses
with regard to which Alldh has
ordained that they be exalted and
that His name be remembered in
: them. Therein is He glorified in the
mornings and the evenings
* 38. By men, whom neither merchan-
dise nor traffic diverts from the
remembrance of Allah and the
observance of Prayer, and the giving
of the Zakat. They fear a day in which
hearts and eyes will be agitated,
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39. So that Allah may give them the
best reward of their deeds, and give
them increase out of His bounty.
And Allah does provide for whom-
soever He pleases without measure.

*40. And as to those who disbelieve,
their deeds are like a mirage in a
desert. The thirsty one thinks it to be
water until, when he comes up to it,
he finds it to be nothing. And he
finds Allih near him, Who then fully
pays him his account; and Allah is
swift at reckoning.

41. Or their deeds are like thick
darkness in a vast and deep sea,
which a wave covers, over which
there 1s another wave, above which
are clouds: layers of darkness, one
upon another. When he holds out his
hand, he can hardly see it: and he
whom Alldh gives no light—for him

there is no light at all.
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Chapter 24, Surah Al Nur Verses: 52-58

52. The response of the believers,
when they are called to Allah and
His Messenger in order that he may
judge between them, 1s only that
they say: ‘We hear and we obey.’
And it1s they who will prosper.

53. And whoso obeys Allah and His
Messenger, and fears Allah, and
takes Him as a shield for protection,
it is they who will be successful.
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54. And they swear by Allah their
strongest oaths that, if thou command
them, they will surely go forth. Say,
*Swear not; what is required is actual
obedience in what is right. Surely,
Allah i1s well aware of what youdo.”

k55. Say, “Obey Alldh, and obey the
Messenger.” But if you turm away,
then upon him is his burden, and
upon vou is vour burden. And if you
obey him, vou will be rightly
guided. And the messenger 1s not
responsible but for the plain deliv-
ery of the Message.

56. Allah has promised to those
among you who believe and do
good works that He will surely
make them Successors in the earth,
as He made Successors from among
those who were before them; and
that He will surely establish for
them their religion which He has
chosen for them; and that He will
surely give them in exchange
security and peace after their fear:
They will worship Me, and they will
not associate anything with Me.
Then whoso is ungrateful after that,
they will be the rebellious.

57. And observe Prayer and give the
Zakat and obey the Messenger, that
you may be shown mercy.

58. Think not that those who disbe-
lieve can frustrate Our plan in the
earth; their abode is Hell; and 1t is
indeed an evil resort.
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Hadith Section
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Hadith No 1:
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Hadrat Anas (peace be on him) narrates that Prophet of Allah (may
peace and blessings of Allah be on him) stated that there are three
things that if a person possesses, he will taste the deliciousness and
sweetness of faith. That, God and His Prophet are dearer to him
above all; and that, he or she loves someone for Allah’s sake only;
and that, he, after Allah pulled him out of disbelief, abhors to return
to disbelief just as he abhors being thrown in fire.
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Hadith No 2:
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Hadrat Abu Hurrairah (peace be on him) narrates that Prophet of
Allah (may peace and blessings of Allah be on him) stated that our
God descends down every night to the nearest skies. When a third of
the night remains then Allah inquires is there anyone who calls upon
Me so that | can answer the caller, is there anyone who begs of Me
so that | can give him, is there anyone who asks for forgiveness so
that | grant forgiveness to him.
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Hadith No 3:

Lo ol f.;,_,”.,‘_,l. IS AT ISR
o JB B el (080 B e ) O
I - - | -

TR . g teae 3 4L R R - ]

dJE'LUH__a.::.:-L.Iu:u-j_L:,Il [ Jp— dp-:g.Lu:d-J.:__ d.UI”L..n <l

I . » oLl i Jj- I

* oo W ) - Frr I s -2

-JLE.)JI' L-iﬁ'Lﬂ- L-Illl)-:-E;:-l-' 'hT.l).(Hj ?._f_ﬂ S| -\-—l:-

(hlodns ol B2 > Sl Sleeadt s (S35 )
g2 ep TS g LS ey ot 2
BLROYD S bl 77 UL
#3153 03 S b aiioSyh fui‘s; S
S .:.-/:'-f Xy ._-f. I-"..ff

Hadrat Abu Hurraira (peace be on him) narrates that Prophet of Allah
(may peace and blessings of Allah be on him) stated that a person

who desires that Allah grants acceptance to his prayers at the time of
difficulties and distresses should pray abundantly at the time of ease.
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Hadith No 4:
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Hadrat Abu Hurrairah (peace be on him) narrates that Prophet of
Allah (may peace and blessings of Allah be on him) stated that the
person who will invoke peace on me, Allah will return my soul back
to me so that | reply to his invocation of peace (this means that the
one who invokes peace on the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be on him) will get the reward and blessings of this salutation
as if the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be on him)
himself is responding to him).
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Hadith No 5:
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Hadrat Wabisa bin Ma‘bad (peace be on him) narrates that once |
visited the Holy Prophet (may peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) and he asked me, “Are you here to inquire about piety?” |
responded, Yes. The Holy Prophet (may peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) replied, Ask your heart, piety is that upon which your
mind finds satisfaction and your heart find satisfaction. And, sin is
that which bothers your mind and becomes the cause of anxiety for
your heart even if people give edict to justify it for you and call it
right.
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Hadith No 6:
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Hadrat Ibn Mas‘ud (peace be on him) narrates that Holy Prophet
(may peace and blessings of Allah be on him) stated that May
Almighty Allah flourish that person who heard something from me
and conveyed it accurately to others because there are many who
remember it better than the ones who heard it originally.
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Hadith No 7:
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Hadrat Abdullah bin Abbas (peace be on him) narrates that Holy
Prophet of Allah (may peace and blessings of Allah be on him) stated
that when you walk through the gardens of heaven, graze a lot. The
companions inquired what was meant by the gardens of heaven. He
replied that educational gatherings (meaning, acquire as much
knowledge as you can in such gatherings).
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Hadrat Abu Qatada (peace be on him) narrates that Prophet of Allah
(may peace and blessings of Allah be on him) stated that there are
three excellent things that a person leaves behind after his death:
pious child who prays for him; a charitable act whose ongoing
blessings continue to reach him; and such knowledge on which
people coming after him continue to act upon.
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Hadrat Zaid bin Argam (peace be on him) narrates that Holy Prophet
(may peace and blessings of Allah be on him) use to pray, O my Allah!
| seek your protection from knowledge that does not benefit; heart
that does not have Your fear; self that does not satiate; and prayer

that does not gain acceptance.
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Hadith No 10:
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Hadrat Bashir bin Abdul Mundhir (peace be on him) narrates that the
Holy Prophet of Allah (may peace and blessings of Allah be on him)

said that the one who does not recite the Holy Qur'an melodiously is

not one of us.
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CONDITION

The initiate shall solemnly promise that
he/she shall abstain from shirk [associ-
ating any partner with God] right up to
the day of his/her death.

Almighty Allah Will Not Forgive Shirk

Allah the Almighty says in siiah al-Nisd’, verse forty-nine:

33U AL U 500 i 0 S i Vi &y
Llad Lt ot il S,
‘Surely, Allah will not forgive that any partner be associated
with Him; but He will forgive whatever iz short of that o
whomsoever He pleases. And whoso associates partners with
Allah has indeed devised a very great sin!
The Promised Messiah® says in this respect that:
Similarly, Allah has said in the Holy Qur'an:

RO
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This means that every sin iz forgivable except shirk. Therefore,
do not go near shirk and consider it to be a forbidden tree.
{ Damimah Tohfal-e- Golarhviypah, Rialant Khazd'in, vol. 17, pp.
323-324, footnote)

Then the Promised Messiah™ says:

Shirk here does not merely mean bowing before stones, etc.;
rather, it is also shirk that you should depend entirely on
worldly means and emphasise worldly idols. This is what shirk
is. (Al-Hakam, vol. 7, No. 24, June 30, 1903, p. 11)

Almighty Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:’

e T R B e B et i e e ag s, R AL
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.i:j.- :
And remember when Lugmin said to his son while exhorting
him, *O my dear son! associate not partners with Allah. Surely,
assoclating partners with Goed 15 2 grievous wrong,

The Holy Prophet® feared the spread of shirk in his wmmah
[tollowers). One hadith states:

‘Ubadah Bin Masi told us about Shaddad Bin "Aus that he was
cryving. He was asked, "Why do you cry?’ He replied, ‘1 have
remembered something that [ heard from the Holy Prophet™
and it has made me crv. [ heard the Holy Propher™ say that, “1
fear about shirk and their secret desires in my wsnah” 1 asked,
“( Prophet of Allah, will your people be involved in shirk
after you?" The Holy Prophet™ responded, “Yes, even though

7. (Lugman, 31:14)
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my people will not worship the sun and the moeon, the idol
and the stone, thev will suffer from ostentations in their
actions and they will be prey to their hidden desires. One of
them will start the day fasting but then he will come across a
desire and he will break the fast and indulge in his desire”
{Musnadu Ahmadabimt Haibal, vol. 4. p. 124, printed in Beirut)

Diverse Forms of Shirk

It is clear from this hadith that even if one does not indulge in
manitest shirk of worshipping idols or the moon, resorting to
ostentation and following one’s desires are also forms of shirk.
If an employee exceeds the limits of due obedience to his
employer, and by way of flattery praises him and believes that
his sustenance depends on him, that too is a form of shirk. If
someone is proud of his sons and believes that he has so many
sons who are growing up and would gain employment, make
earnings and take care of him, or that none of his collaterals
would be able to compete with him because of his grown
sons, that too is sfirk. (In the Indian subcontinent, rather in
the entire third world, such competition with collaterals is a
loathsome habit.) Such people rely entirely upon their sons
who turn out to be disobedient, or die in accidents, or
become disabled; the entire support of such people thereby
falls to the ground.
The Promised Messiah™ says:

Taulid |[Unity of God] does not simply mean that yvou say Id
iliha illANGh" with your tongue but then hide hundreds of

#. There is none worthy of worship except Allah.

17
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idols in your heart. Anyone who gives reverence to his own
plans, mischief or clever designs as he should revere God, or
depends upon another person as one should depend upon
God alone, or reveres his own ego as he should revere God
alone, in all such conditions he is an idol-worshipper in the
sight of Allah. Idols are not merely those that are made of
cold, silver, copper or stones. Rather, every thing, every state-
ment, or every deed, which is revered in a manner that befits
Almighty Allah alone, is an idol in the sight of Allah....
Femember that the true Unity of God, which God requires
us to affirm and upon which salvation depends, is to believe
that God in His Being is free from every associate, whether it
be an idol or a human being, or the Sun or Moon, or one's
ego, or one'’s cunning or deceit; it is alo o conceive of no one
as possessing power In opposition to Him, nor to accept
anvone as Sustainer, nor to hold anyone as bestowing honour
or disgrace, nor to consider anyone as Helper or Supporter;
and it is alo to confine one’s love to Him and one's worship,
and one’s humility, and one’s hopes, and one’s fear to Him. No
Unity can be complete without the following three types of
particularisations. First, there is the Unity of Being—thart is, to
conceive the whole universe as nonexistent in contrast with
Him and to consider it mortal and lacking reality. Secondly,
the Uniry of Awributes—that is that Rabibiyyar [Lordship| and
Ulahiypat |Godhead] are confined to His Being and thar all
others who appear as sustainers or benefactors are only a part
of the system et up by His hand. Thirdly, the Unity of love,
sincerity and devotion—that is, not to consider anyone az an

associate of God in the matter of love and worship and to be

18
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entirely lost in Him. {Sirdji-ud-Din ‘[:a'7 ke Char Swilon ki
Jawab, Rihani Khazd'in, vol. 12, pp. 349-350)

I have briefly explained this before. In this respect, Hadrat
Khalifatul Masth I™ says:

To associate anyvone in the name, action, or worship of Allah
constitutes shirk, and to carry out all good deeds solely for the
pleasure of Allah = called worship. People believe that there iz
no Creator except Allah, and they also believe that life and
death are in the hands of Allah Who has complete control and
power over them. Even though they believe in this, they pros-
tate in front of others, tell lies, and perform circuits before
others. Instead of worshipping Allah, thev worship others;
instead of fasting for Allah, they fast for others; and instead of
praving to Allah, they pray to others and give alms for them.
To uproot these false notions, Almizhty Allah raized the Holy
Prophet Muhammad®. (Khufabdt-e-Nir, pp. 7-8)

Maijlis Ansarullah, USA
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That he/she shall keep away from false-
hood, fornication/adultery, trespasses of
the eye, debauchery, dissipation, cruelty,
dishonesty, mischief and rebellion; and
that he/she will not permit himself/
herself to be carried away by passions,
however strong they might be.

Mine kinds of sins are mentioned in this condition,
and the initiate, everyone who claims to belong to the Jama‘at
of the Promised Messiah®, should eschew those sins.

Falsehood—the Greatest of Evils

Indeed, falsehood is the greatest of all evils. Once someone
asked the Holy Prophet™ for advice because that person was
suffering from many weaknesses and did not think that he
could leave all of them at once. The Holy Prophet™ told him,
‘Promise that vou will always speak the truth and will never
tell a lie. Just by adopting the path of truthfulness, he was

COMDITIONS OF BAI'AT AND FUESPOMSIBILITIES OF AN AEMAD]

freed from all of his sins one by one. Whenever he thought of
committing a sin, he thought that it he were caught he would
be presented betore the Holy Prophet™. He had promised not
to tell a lie. If he were to speak the truth [about the act|, he
might be humiliated or punished. Gradually, he was freed
from all his sins. Indeed, falsehood is the root of all evils.
I will now elaborate upon this further. Almighty Allah says
in the Holy Qur'an:”
i oS3 Ly 5 s ol g 1) S
3P I 063 G Pt (S ey
That is Ged® commandment. And whose honours the sacred
things of Allah, it will be good for him with his Lord. And
cattle are made lawful to vou but not that which has been

announced to you. Shun therefore the abomination of idols,
and shun false speech.

Here, uttering falsehood has been mentioned together with
shirk. Allah also says:""

1 A A G T a5 e ko 5y L adtadt S s
G L5y b G (8 s (S A Gl Tk
S 3Tk S e Y A
Hearken, it is to Allah alore that sincere obedience is due. And
those who take for protectors others beside Him sap “We serve

them only that they may bring vus near to Allah in station’
Surelv, Allah will judge between them concerning that

9. (al-Haj, 22:31)
100 (al- Zuserar, 39:4)
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wherein they differ. Surely, Allah guides not him who 1s an
ungrateful liar.

There is another hadith in Sahili Muslim:

Hadrat ‘Abdullih Bin “Amr Bin al-"As™ relates that the Holy
Prophet™ said, “Whoever has the following four characteristics
is a real hypocrite, and whoever has one of these characteris-

tics has an element of hypocrisy until he leaves that habit:

+ When he speaks, he tells a lie. [His speech is mingled with
falsehood, and he utters falsehood.)

* When he makes a contract, he breaks it

+ When he makes a promise, he breaks it. [This is also a form
of faslehood.|

* When he argues, he starts using foul language!

All of these characteristics are related to the telling of lies.
Then there is another hadith.

Hadrat Imam Malik™ relates that, ‘I have heard that Hadrat
‘Abdullih Bin Mas'ad™ used to say, “Adopt truthfulness
because truthfulness leads towards virtue, and virtue leads to
Paradise. Avoid falsehood because falsehood leads to disobedi-
ence, and disobedience conveys one to Hell Do you not
know that it iz said that such and such spoke the truth and
obeyed; or that he lied and was involved in sin?™ (Al-Mu'atta
Lil Imam Malik, Kitib-ul-Jami®, Babu mi ja'a fis-sidqi wal-
kadhib)

Then there is a hadith in Musnadu Ahmadabni Havbal:
Hadrat Abfi Hurairah™ relates that the Holy Prophet™ said,

“Whoever invited a young child to give him something and

23
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did not do so, it would be counted as a lie] (Musnadu Ahmad-
abni Haithal, vol. 2, p. 452, printed in Beirut)

This point is very important for moral training. Keep in mind
that for the moral training of children vou should not say such
things even by way of jest. Otherwise, children will pick up
the habit of telling lies in daily conversation, and lying would
become a firm habit later in their lives. Gradually they will
lose all feelings and inhibitions against telling lies.

Hadrat Ibn-e-Mas'Gd™ has related that the Holy Prophet™
said, *Truth guides to virtue, and virtue guides to Paradise. A
person keeps telling the truth dll in the sight of Allah he is
named truthful. Lying leads to vice, and vice leads to the Fire;
and a person keeps lying till in the sight of Allah he is named a
liar]  (Sahih  Al-Bulhar, Kitabul-Adabi, Babu Qaulillahe

Ittaqulliha wa kiinGi ma‘as Sadigin)

Hadrat “Abdullih Bin *Amr Bin al-"As™ narrates that, ‘A man
came to the Holy Prophet® and said, ‘O Prophet of Allah,
what are the deeds that lead to Paradise?” The Holy Prophet™
replied, “Speaking the truth. When a servant of Allah speaks
the truth, he becomes an obedient servant, and when he
becomes an obedient servant, he becomes a true believer, and
a true believer finally enters Paradise) The man asked again,
‘0 Prophet of Allah, what is the action that leads to Hell?”
The Haly Prophet™ replied, ‘Falsehood. When someone tells
a lie, he becomes dizobedient, and disobedience is kufr |disbe-
lief], and someone who is established on disbelief finally enters
Hell! (Musnadu Alwmadabni Hanbal, vol. 2, p. 176, printed in
Beirut)

Maijlis Ansarullah, USA
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The Promised Messiah™ says:

The Holy Qur'an has regarded the uttering of falsehood to be
an abomination as Allah says:"'

I I E s GO G e I i
Here the words falsehood and idolatry have been used in
conjunction. Indeed, falsehood is an idol because otherwise
no one would leave the truth. Just as an idol has nothing but
artificial polish, so too, falsehood has no reality behind it
Those who tell lies lose their credibility so much that even
when thev speak the truth one thinks that perhaps there iz an
element of falsehood in it. If those who are given to telling lies
want to cut down their habits, they will not find it easy; they
have to struggle for a long time before they zet used to

speaking the truth. (Malfizdr, vol. 3, p. 350)

The Promised Messiah® also says:

Of all the natural conditions of man, one that is an essential
part of his nature is truthfulness. Normally, unless a person is
moved by some selfish motive, he does not wish to tell a lie.
He is narrally averse to falsehood and is reluctant to have
recourse to it. That s why he dislikes a person whom he
knows to be a liar and looks upon him with disdain. But this
natural condition by itself cannot be considered moral. Even
children and the insane exhibit this quality. The fact is that so
long as a person does not renounce the selfish motives which

prevent him from telling the truth, he cannot be considered

11. Shun therefore the abonmnunation of dols, and shun false
speech. (al-Hajj, 22:31)

Maijlis Ansarullah, USA
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truthful. If a person tells the truth only when he stands to lose

nothing, but tells a lie when his honour, property or life are

threatened, how can he be considered better than children and

the insane? Do minors and the insane not speak this kind of

truth? There is hardly anvone in the world who would tell a

lie without any motive. Therefore, the truth that is forsaken

when faced with possible loss can never form part of true

morals. The real occasion of telling the truth is when one

apprehends loss of life or property or honour. In thiz context,
the divine teaching is:
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12. (al-Hajj,
13, (al-Bagarah, 2:283)
14, (al-Bagarah, 2:284)
15, (al-An‘am, 6:153)
16, (al-Miza', 4:136)
7. (al-Ma'tdah, 5:9)
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Keep away from idol worship and lying because falsehood too
is an idol; one who relies upon it ceases to rely upon God.
Hence, by telling lies, one loses God.

When you are summeoned to testify to the truth, do not refuse

to do so.

Do not conceal true testimony; and he who conceals it, his
heart is certainly sinful.
And when vou speak, speak only what is absolutely true and

fair, even when you testify against a close relative,

Haold fast to truth and justice, and bear witness only for the
sake of Allah; never urter a lie even it telling the truth may
endanger vour lives or your parents’ lives or other loved ones

like vour children.

Let not hostility towards a people prevent vou from giving
true testimony.

Truthful men and truthful women will earn great reward.
They are accustomed to counselling truth. ..

They do not keep company with the untruthful.

18, {al-Ahzab, 33:36)
19, {al-"Asr, 103:4)
200 (al-Furgan, 25:73)
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(Lslami Usil ki Philosophy, Rihani Khazd'in, vol. 10,
pp. 360-361)

Keep Away From Adultery

The second condition of bai‘art alse includes a commitment to
avoid adultery. In this respect, Almighty Allah says in the Holy
Qur'an:”"

Yo 70 A8 56 81 3N E 5

And come not near unte adultery; surely, it is a foul thing and
an evil way.

In a fadith, Muhammad Bin Sirin narrates that the Holy
Prophet® admonished to do the following. Then he narrates a
long hadith that includes the admonition that chastity and
truthfulness are better and everlasting in conerast to adultery
and falsehood {Sumanwd-Darimiypd, Kitib-ul-Wasiva, Babu ma

vustahabbu bil-wasiyvati minat-tashahhudi wal kalam)

Here adultery and falsehood have been mentioned together.
This also illustrates how major a sin lying is.

The Promised Messiah® says:

Do not go near adultery. Thar is to say, avoid all occasions
that create that thought in your mind. Avoid all wavs that
carry a risk of getting involved in this sin. Whoever commits
adultery goes to the limit of the evil. Adultery iz a very evil

way. [t stops vou from reaching your true objective and

21, (Bant Lra'dl, 17:33)
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carries major risks in it. He who is unable to get married
should try to maintain his chastity in other ways; for
instance, he should keep fasts or reduce his food intake, or
should do hard physical work. (lami Usial ki Philosophy,
Rihdni Khazd'in, vol. 10, p. 342)

The Promised Messiah® has admonished to stay away from
things that lead to adultery. Sometimes the youth ignore this
matter. They get used to watching films that are not fit to be
seen. They are beneath good moral standards. Aveid them
because thar is also a form of adultery.

Keep Away From the Trespasses of the Eve

The second condition also refers to a third kind of evil, which
is the trespasses of the eyve. Avoiding it is known as ghadd-e-
basar™.

Hadrar Abfi Raihianah™ narrates that he was with the Holy
Prophet™ in an expedition and one night heard the Holy
Prophet™ say, ‘Fire is forbidden to touch the eye that remains
awake for the sake of Allah, and fire s forbidden on the eye
that sheds tears for the fear of Allah!

Hadrat Abfi Shuraih™ narrates that he heard one narrator say
that the Holy Prophet™ also said that, "Fire is forbidden on that

of Allah the Glorious. {Sunanud-Didrimiyy:s, Kitab-ul-Jihadi,
Babu filladhi yas-haru fi sabilillihi Harisan)

Then there is another hadith.

‘Ubiadah Bin As-5imit™ narrates that the Holy Prophet

Mubhammad™ said, ‘Assure me of six things concerning you,

and [ will assure vour entry into Paradise:

= When you speak, say the truth.

* When you make a promise, fulfil it

= When you are given a trust, convey it when demanded. [There
should be no excuses.|

+ Safeguard your private parts.

+ Keep vour eyes cast down.

* Hold vour hands from crueley!

(Musnadu Abmadabni Hanbal, vol. 5, p. 323, printed in Beirut)

Hadrat Aba Sa‘id Khudr™ relates that the Holy Prophet™
directed, ‘Reefrain from sitting in the streets” It was said to
him, ‘Messenger of Allah, we cannot help sitting in the
streets” He said, ‘In that case fulfil the obligations due to the
street] He was asked, "What is due to the street?’ He replied,
‘Feciprocation of greetings, restraining of looks, guiding those
who ask for directions, enjoining good and forbidding evil”
{Musnadu Ahmadabni Hanbal, vol. 3. p. 61, printed in Beirut)

eve which, instead of watching, is cast down when confronted The Promised Messiah® writes that:

with something that Allah has forbidden to see, and fire is also
forbidden to touch the eve that has been taken out in the way

22 A term 1n the Hely Qurian, which literally means: keeping
the eves cast down.

]
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The Holy Qur'an, which lays down appropriate directions
with reference to the natural desires and weaknesses of man,

has adopted an excellent course in this regard™:

a0
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Direct the believing men to restrain their looks and to goard
their fierfii. That is the act through which they will attain puri-
fication.

Furiij does not refer merely to the private parts. It refers to all
parts of the entry in the body including the ears. It has been
prohibited to hear the song of an unrelated woman.
Reemember, it is proven by hundreds of experiments, that if
God prohibits something, man has to leave it sooner or later.
(Malfiizat, vol. 7, p. 135)

The Promised Messiah® also says:

Islam has enjoined men and women equally on the observa-
tions of these conditions. As women are prescribed to wear
the veil, so too are men commanded to keep their eves down.
Saldi |obligatory Prayer|, fasting, Zakar [obligatory alms|, Hajj
|Pilgrimage to the House of God in Mecca|, the distinction
between laldl [lawful] and hardm |unlawtul], avoiding un-
Islamic customs to honour Gods commandment, are all
injunctions that make the door of Islam very narrow and that
is why everyone cannot enter this door. (Malfiizdi, new

edition, vol. 5. p. 6H14)

This should make it clear tor men that they should keep their
eyes down. Modesty is not just for women, it is also for men.

23, {al-Nir, 24:31)
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Then the Promised Messiah™ says:

God Almighty has not only set forth excellent teachings for
acquiring the guality of chastity, but has furnished man with
five remedies against unchaste behaviour. These are [1] to
restrain one’s eves from gazing upon women who are outside
the prohibited degrees, [2] to safeguard the ears from listening
to their voices, |3] to refrain from listening to the stories about
them, [4] to avoid occasions that might furnish incitement
towards this vice, and |5] to control oneself during the period
of celibacy through fasting, dieting, etc...

We can confidently claim that this excellent teaching with
all its devices that is set forth in the Holy Qur'an is peculiar
to Islam. It should be kepr in mind that as the natural condi-
tion of man, which is the source of his passions, is such that
he cannot depart from it without a complete change in
himself; his passions are bound to be roused when they are
confronted with the occasion and opportunity for indulging
in thiz vice; therefore, God Almighty has not instructed us
that we might freely gaze at women outside the prohibited
degrees and might contemplate their beauty and obszerve all
their movements in dancing, etc., but that we should do so
with pure looks. Nor have we been instructed to listen to the
singing of these women and to lend an ear to the tales of
their beauty, but that we should do so with a pure intent. We
have been positively commanded not to look ar their beauty
whether with pure intent or otherwise, nor to listen to their
musical voices or to descriptions of their good looks,
whether with pure intent or otherwise. We have been

directed to eschew all this as we eschew carrion, so that we
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should not stumble. It is almost certain that our free glances
would cause us to stumble some time or another.

As God Almighty desires that our eves and our hearts
and all our limbs and organs should continue to be in a state
of purity, He has turnished us with this excellent teaching,
There can be no doubt that unrestrained looks become a
source of danger. If we place soft bread before a hungry
dog, it would be vain to hope that the dog should pay no
artention to it. Thus, God Almighty desired that human
faculties not be provided with any occasion for secret func-
tioning and not be confronted with anvthing that might
incite dangerous tendencies. (Islami Usil ki Plilosoply,
Rifiani Khazd'in, vol. 10, pp. 343-344)

Keep Away From Wickedness
and Immorality

The second condition also enjoins saving oneself from wick-
edness and immorality.
Almighty Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:*
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And know that among vou is the Messenger of Allah; if he

were o comply with vour wishes in most of the matters, you
would surely come to ouble; but Allah has endeared the faith

24, {al-Hujurar, 49:8)
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to you and has made it losok beautiful to your hearts, and He
has made disbelief, wickedness and disobedience hateful to
you. Such indeed are those who follow the right course.

In a fudith pertaining to this subject, Hadrat Aswad™ narrates
from Hadrat AbG Hurairah™ thar:

When someone is fasting, he should not indulge in foul talk,
nor talk of wickedness or ignorance. If someone deals with
him in ways of ignorance, he should simply respond, ‘I am
fasting ( Musnadu Ahmadabni Hanbal, vol. 2, p. 356, printed in
Beirut)

The Holy Prophet™ has also said, “To rebuke a believer is
wickedness and to fight him iz disbelief” (AMusnadu Ahmadaba
Haiihal, vol. 1, p. 439, printed in Beirut)

*Abdur-Rabmian Bin Shibl narrates the Holy Prophet® said,
‘The merchants are wicked. The narrator adds that he was
asked, Thoes Allah not make trade lawful?" The Holy
Prophet™ said, “Why not? But when they make a deal, they tell

lies and raise the price making statements under oath!

The narrator adds char:

The Holy Prophet™ said, “The wicked will be in hell He was
asked, “Who are the wicked?' He answered, "Some women are
wicked” A man asked, ‘Prophet of Allah, are they not our
mothers, sisters, and wives?” He answered, “Why not? But
when something iz given to them, they are not grateful; and
when a hardship befalls them, they do not show patience’
(Musnadu Ahmadabni Hanbal, vol. 3, p. 428, printed in Beirut)

34
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The businessmen need to ponder over this. Clean dealings are
a condition of baf ‘at.
The Promised Messiah™ says:
It iz established from fadith that the wicked should be
punished before the disbelievers.... This is the way of
Allah, that when a nation becomes wicked and immeoral,
another nation iz made to rule over it. {Malfizdr, new

edition, vol. 2, p. 633)

Then he says:

When wickedness and immorality exceeded their limits, and
people started disrespecting the commandments and signs of
Allah, and were lost into the affairs of the world and its adorn-
ment, God caused their ruin at the hands of Halaka and
Changez Khin. It is written that at that time a cry was heard

from heaven:™

St b S g
In short, the wicked and the immoral are lower and more
despicable than disbelievers in the eves of Allah. {Malfizar,
new edition, vol. 3, p. 108)

Then he says:

The praver of the wicked tyrant is not accepted because he is
unmindful of Allah, and thus Allah cares not for him. If a son
is unmindful of his obligations to his father, the father does
not care about him, because of his disobedience. Why should

25, O disbelievers kill the transgressors.
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Allah care for such people? (Al-Badr, vol. 2, February 13,
1SHB3, p. 28, col. 2)

Keep Away From Cruelty

The second condition also enjoins avoiding cruelty. The Holy

Qur'an says:™
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But the parties differed among themselves. 50 woe to those
who were cruel by way of the punishment of 2 grievous day.

Hadrat Jabir™ narrates that the Holv Prophet™ said, "Beware of
cruelty because cruelty will appear as darkness on the Day of
Judgement. Beware of greed, stinginess and envy because
ereed, stinginess and envy caused the destruction of the earlier
nations. It incited them to bloodshed and to dishonour that
which was sacred. (Musnadu Almadabni Hanbal, vol. 3,

p. 323, printed in Beirut)

To wsurp the rightful belonging of others is also cruelty.

Hadrat ‘Abdullih Bin Mas'ad™ narrates that, °I asked the Holy
Prophet™, “What is the greatest cruelty?” He said, “The
greatest cruelty is that a brother should unlawfully occupy one
arm’s length of land from his brother. On the Day of Judge-
ment, even a pebble from the land he has usurped will be
placed as a chain around his neck; and no one knows the
depth of the earth except Alladh Who has created it”
(Musnadu Alwadabni Hanbal, vol. 1, p. 396, printed in Beirut)

26, (al-Zukhnf, 43:66)

36
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Some people fail to discharge the obligations to their sisters,
brothers and neighbours, or illegally occupy their properties
and land. Please ponder over this. As Ahmadis, the conditions
upon which we have taken the pledge require us not to usurp
the rights of anyone, nor to be cruel. We need to fear Allah
areatly about this marter.

There is a hadith that:

Hadrat Abfi Hurairah™ has related that the Holy Prophet™
said, ‘Tro you know who a pauper is?" We answered, "Among
us a pauper is one who has no cash or property” He said, “A
pauper from among my people would be one who faces the
Day of Judgement with a record of Salidf and fasting and Zakas,
but who will have abused one, falsely calumniated someone
else, devoured the substance of a third, shed the blood of a
fourth and beaten a fifth. Then each of them will be allotred a
portion of his good deeds. Should they not suffice, their sins
and defaults will be transterred from them to him and he will
be thrown into the Fire! (Safilh Muslim, Kitib-ul-Birri was-
Silah, Bibu Tahrimiz- Zulmi)

Please ponder over this matter. All of us who are guilty of
such misdeeds need to be fearful. May Allah safeguard every
one of us from appearing in His presence in the condition of
such a pauper.

The Promised Messiah® says:

The members of my Jami‘at, wherever they might be, should

listen with artention. The purpose of their joining this Move-

ment and establishing the mutual relationship of spiritual

preceptor and disciple with me is that they should achieve a

high degree of good conduct, good behaviour and righteous-
ness. Mo wrongdoing, mischief, or mizconduct should even
approach them. They should perform the five daily Pravers
regularly, should not utter falsehood and should not hure
anyone by their tongues. They should be guilty of no vice and
should not let even a thought of any mischief, wrong, disor-
derliness, or turmoil pass through their minds. They should
shun every type of sin, offence, undesirable action, passion,
and unmannerly behaviour. They should become pure-
hearted and meek servants of God Almighty, and no
poisonous germ should flourish in their beings. ... Sympathy
with mankind should be their principle and, they should fear
God Almighty. They should safeguard their tongues and their
hands and their thoughts against every kind of impuricy, disor-
derliness and dishonesty. They should join the five daily Prayer
services without fail. They should refrain from every kind of
wrong, transgression, dishonesty, bribery, trespass, and
partiality. They should not participate in any evil company. If
it should be proved that one who frequents their company
does not obey Gods commandments. .. or is not mindful of
the rights of people, or is cruel or mischievous, or is ill-
behaved, or is secking to deceive the servants of God
Almighty by speaking ill or abusively of him, or is guilty of
imposture towards the persons with whom they have entered
into a covenant of bai‘at, it should be their duty to repel him
and to keep away from such a dangerous one. They should not
design harm against the followers of any religion or the
members of any wribe or group. Be true well-wishers of every
one, and take care that no mischievous or vicious person, or

dizorderly one or ill-behaved one, should ever be of your

38
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company, or should dwell among vou; for such a person could
at any time be the cause of your stumbling.

These are matters and conditions that 1 have been urging
from the beginning, and it is the duty of everv member of
my Jamd‘at to act upon them. You should indulge in no
impurity, mockery or derision. Walk upon the earth with
rood hearts, pure tempers, and pure thoughts. Not every evil
is worth fighting, so cultivate the habit of forgiveness and
overlooking defaults, and behave with steadfastness and
meeckness. Do not attack anyone improperly, and keep your
passions under complete control. If vou take part in a discus-
sion, or in an exchange of views on a religious subject,
express vourself gently and be courteous. If anyone misbe-
haves towards vou, withdraw from such company with a
greeting of peace. If you are persecuted or reviled, be
mindful that you should not meet stupidity with stupidicy, for
otherwise you will be counted in the same category as your
opponents. God Almighty desires that you should become a
Jamad ‘ar that should et an example of goodness and truchful-
ness for the whole world. Hasten to exclude evervone from
vour company who setz an example of evil, mischiet, provo-
cation and ill-behaviour. He who cannot dwell among us in
meeckness, goodness and piety, using gentle words and
comporting himself in ways of good conduct, should depart
from us quickly, for God does not desire that such a one
should dwell among us. He will die mizerably, for he did not
adopt the way of goodness. Therefore, be alert, and be truly
rood-hearted, gentle and righteous. You will be known by
vour regular attendance at Praver services and vour high

moral qualities. He who has the seed of evil embedded in

39
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him will not be able to conform to this admonition. {Tabligh-
e-Rizalat, vol. 7, pp. 42—44. Ishtihar (The Awnonncement), May
20, 1898, p. 2)

Keep Away From Dishonesty
Almighty Allah says about dishonesty in the Holy Quran:*
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And plead not on behalf of those who are dishonest to them-

selves. Surely, Allah loves not one who is perfidious and a great
SINNEr.

According to a hadith:

Hadrat AbG Hurairah™ narrates that the Holy Prophet™ said,
‘If someone gives you something for safekeeping, return it to
him. Do not be dishonest with anvone, even if he has been
dishonest with you. (Swnane AbT Dhwsid, Kitdb-ul-Buyi®,
Bibu fir-Foajuli va'khudhu Haqgahi. )

The Promised Messiah™ says:
Of the various forms of discarding evil, the second is the
virtue known as honesty and integrity, which is the indispo-
sition to harm anyone by taking possession of his property
mischievously and dishonestly. It should be clear that honesty
and integrity constitute a natural human condition. That is

why an infant, which is by nature simple and naive, and,

27, (al-Nisd', 4:108)
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because of young age, has not vet acquired any bad habits,
dislikes what belongs to others so much so that it iz with
great difficulty that [he] allows a strange woman to breast-
feed |him|. (Islami Usil k7 Philosophy, Riahdni Khazd'in,
vol. 10, p. 344)

Keep Away From Mischief
Almighty Allah says about mischief in the Holy Qur'an:*
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‘And seck, in that which Allah has given thee, the Home of
the Hereafter; and neglect not thy lot in this world; and do
good to others as Allah has done good to thee; and seek not to

make mischief in the earth, verily Allah loves not those whoe
make mischiet”

Hadrat Mu‘idh Bin Jabal™ relates that the Holy Prophet™ said,
‘Combat is of two types: One that is waged for the pleasure of
Allah under the leadership of an Iwam |divinely guided
leader]. A person engaged in such combat spends his best
property in the way of Allah, is comforting his companions,
and avolds mischief. For such a person, everything—his
sleeping and waking time—earns merit in the sight of Allah.
And there is another who engages in combat for pride, osten-

tation, and to talk about his valour. He disobeys the Imam and

28, (al-Chasas, 28:7H)
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creates mischief in the earth. Such a one can never equal the
first one in rank.” (Sunano Abi Dawid, Kitab-ul-Jihad, Babu fi

man vaghzil wa valtamis-ud-Dunva)

Hadrat Asma’ Bint Yazid™ narrates that the Holy Prophet®
said, ‘Should 1 inform vou about the best of people?” The
Companions™ said, *Certainly, tell us O Prophet of Allah.” He
zaid, “When they witness a desirable scene, they start remem-
bering Allah.” Then he said, *Should I tell vou about the worst
of people? The worst people are those who go about back-
biting and creating discord between people. Their wish is that
the obedient servants of Allah get involved in sin” {(Musnadn
Almadabani Hanbal, vol. 6, p. 459, printed in Beirut)

The Promised Messiah® says:

Do not engage in fighting or discord with those who leave
vou becausze vou have joined a Movement established by
Almighty  Allah; instead., pray for them in secret that
Almighty Allah may grant them the insight and cognition
that He has granted you. With your pious example and good
behaviour, prove that vou have adopted the right path.
Listen! [ am appointed to admonish vou repeatedly to avoid
all occasions of discord and disturbance. Have patience even
if you hear abuse. Respond to evil with goodness. If you
encounter discord, slip away from that situation or respond
with kind words.... I do not like when I learn that someone
has quarrelled despite being a member of my Jami‘at
Almighty Allah does not like that the jamd‘at that is destined
to become a model for mankind should adopt such ways,
which are not the ways of righteousness. Indeed, 1 tell you

44
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that Almightv Allah has emphasised this matter so much that That is:

it someone—declaring his membership of the Jama‘at—does
not show patience and perseverance, he does not belong to
this Jama‘at. The utmost cauze of vour provocation might be
that you hear people abusing me. Leave that matter for God
to decide. You cannot judge it. Leave my atfair to God; you
should show patience even in the face of such abuse

{Mulfizat, new edition, vol. 4, p. 157)

Keep Away From the Ways of Rebellion

The second condition of bai‘at also requires that the initiate
shall safeguard himselt from the ways of rebellion. In
explaining two verses of sunih al-Bagarah, the Promised
Messiah® says:™
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That is:
And fight them until the rebellion is removed, and religion is

professed only for Allah.
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29, (al-Bagarah, 2:194)
300 (al-Bagarah, 2:218)
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Fighting (in the Holy city of Mecca) iz a heinous thing, but to
hinder men from the ways of Allah and to be ungrateful to
Him, and to expel the righteous men from the Sacred Mosque
is more heinous in the sight of Allah. And rebellion, that is,
interfering in the peaceful living, is worse than killing. ..
{ Jamp-e-Mugaddaz, Rildani Khazd'in, vol. 6, p. 233)

The Promised Messiah® also said:

[ see that many ignorant and mischievous people from among
the Hindus and Muslims demonstrate such activities againse
the government that smell of rebellion. [ suspect that a time
will come when the wavs of rebellion will be established in
their hearts. Therefore, | admonish the members of my
Jamid‘at who are settled in Punjib and [the subcontinent of]
India who, by the Grace of God, number in hundreds of
thousands, that they should remember this teaching of mine
that [ have been impressing upon them in my speeches as well
as in my writings for the last twenty-six vears, that they should
be trulv loyal to this government that has done us favours. ...
Reemember it well that a person who entertains any rebellious
thoughts against the government cannot continue to be a
member of my Jamd‘at. [ consider it a great impertinence that
we be ungrateful to a government that delivered us from the
clutches of tyrants and under which we are making progress.
Almighty Allah says in the Holy Qur'an™:

Ui pusYiiiE e

31, (al-Rahman, 53:61)
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That is: The reward for goodness is nothing but goodness.

In a hadith, the Holy Prophet™ says that. “Anvone who is
ungratetul to people cannot be gratetul to Allah.” Just imagine,
if vou move outside the protective shade of this government,
where will yvou find refuge? Name one government that will
grant you protection. Every Islamic government is grinding its
teeth to kill you because according to them vou are disbe-
lievers and apostates. Be then gratetul for this favour of
Allah.... To spread the doctrines that a bloody Mahdi will
come and will apprehend all the Christian monarchs is a
concocted approach that has blackened and hardened the
hearts of our opposing Muslims. Such doctrines can, and defi-
nitely will, incite the ignorant to rise in rebellion at some
time. Therefore, we are striving that Muslims may get rid of
such doctrines. Feemember, a faith that lacks human sympathy,
is not from God. God has taught us, ‘Be merciful on earth so
that you may be shown mercy in Heaven. (Majmi el Lshsi-
harat, vol. 3, pp. 582-585)

Do Not be Carried Away by Passion

The second condition also draws the initiate’s attention to not

being carried away by passion. The Promised Messiah™ says:

The fourth stage of spiritual progress is that which is
mentioned by Almighty Allah in the noble verse of the Holy

: 32
Curan:
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32, And who goard their chastity— (al- M miniin, 23:6)
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That is, higher in status than the believers of the third rank are
those who guard themselves against the carnal passions and
unlawtul luse. This rank is higher than the third rank because
at the third rank one only sacrifices wealth that is dear to him.
But a believer ar the fourth rank sacrifices something that is
dearer to him than wealth—the carnal passions. Man is so
enamored with his carnal passions that he spends large sums to
satisfy his lust. He gives no importance to wealth when
pursuing such desires. It has been observed that there are many
stingy people who do not give a penny to the needy, but
destroy their househaolds by spending large amounts on visiting
women of ill repute. It is thus established that the carnal
passions are a fierce flood that carries with it a filthy habit like
stinginess. It is therefore obvious, that in comparison with the
strength of faith that cures stinginess and prepares one to part
with his beloved property for the sake of Allah, a much
stronger and long-lasting faith in combating Satan = required
to safeguard oneself from the deluge of carnal passions,
because such faith tramples under itz foor the old serpent

called Nafs-e-"Ammdrah [the self that incites o evil]. As far as

stinginess is concerned, it can be avoided during times of satis-
tving the carnal passions or for ostentation and show, but this
deluge that is raised by the upsurge of carnal passions is a very
severe and long-lasting deluge that cannot be averted except
with the mercy of Allah. Just as the bone is the hardest part
and longest living in the components of the body, so too the
strength of faith needed for safeguarding from this deluge is
hardest and longest lasting so that it may persist in combating
this enemy for a long tme. And that too with the mercy of

Allah, because the deluge of carnal passions is such a devastating

46
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flood that nobody can safeguard himself from it except with

the mercy of Allah. That is why Hadrat Yasuf® had to say™ W giin e LAy S b ot 2l ,.J’Jl‘"j" ._.#J'-“"'U ¥l
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That is: Hearken, it iz to Allah alore that sincere obedience is due. And
those who take for protectors others beside Him say, “We serve

“And [ do not abzolve myself of weakness; for the soul is surely . _ o
them only that they may bring us near to Allah in station!

rone to enjoin evil. It is not possible to safegpard oneself . o .
P ] p g Surely, Allah will judge between them concerning that

wherein they differ. Surely, Allah guides not him who is an
ungrateful liar.

from its artack except that Allah the Almighty should have
mercy.

The phrase mentioned in this verse is:* ) )
- The Promised Messiah™ says:
o e
Believe in the God, Whose existence 15 confirmed unani-
mously by the Torah, the Gospels and the Holy Qur'an. Do

not fashion a god whose existence is not proven by the unani-

Similar words were used at the time of Noah's deluge:*
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T ’ mous testimony of these three books. Accept that which is

This points out that the deluge of carnal passions is similar to
the deluge of Noah in its severity and danger. {Bardhin-c-
Almadippah, vol. 5, Riahdni Khazd'in, vol. 21, pp. 205206

testitied by intellect and human conscience and s testified by
the books of God. Do not believe in God in a2 manner that

creates discord between the books of God. Do not commit

. . . adulterv. Do not tell lies. Avoid the evil look. Safeguard vour-
In summary, the carnal passions will always try to vanquish : § ’

vou. Avoid them, ever seeking the mercy of Allah. In these
days, many other paths to it have been opened. Therefore, we

need to pray and turn to Allah seeking His mercy more than X
ever hef:rr: % 8 ‘ five kinds of trials. Be grateful to vour noble Messenger and

selves from wickedness, immorality, cruelty, dishonesty, and
ways of rebellion. Do not be overpowered by carnal desires.

Establish the five daily Prayers because human natures undergo

invoke blessings upon him, for he is the one who showed vou

the way of recognising God in the age of darkness. These are
33, (Yisuf, 12:54)
34, .. Save that whereon my Lord has mercy. (Iid.)
35, There is no shelter for amyone this day, from the decree of
Allah, excepting those to whom He shows mercy.
(Had, 11:44)

the principles that are the distinguishing features of my

Community. The way this Community establishes human

36, (al-Zumar, 39:4)
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sympathy, avoiding to do harm to human beings, and
torsaking the opposition of the official in charge, are not
found in other Muslims. Becanse of their own mistakes, their
principles are of a different tvpe, which do not need explana-
tion at this time. {Damimak Tirydg-nl-Qulib, Rildni Khazd in,
vol. 13, pp. 5324-526)
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daily Prayers in congregation, to visit the mosques and inhabit
CONDITION them, and to search for the Grace of Allah. There is no
concession in the matter of five daily Prayers. In cases of travel
or sickness, some of the requirements have been made lenient,
for instance combining Prayers or reducing the number of
rak‘it. The fact that only during sickness one is permitted not
to go to mosque to join Prayers shows the importance of
Prayer in congregation.

That he/she shall regularly offer the five

daily Prayers in accordance with  the I will read some excerpts, but I wish to stress that everyone
commandments of God and the Holy who takes the pledge should ponder that whereas we are
Prophet Muhammad® and shall try his/ making a pledge to sell ourselves, are we obeying this explicit
her best te be regular in offering the commandment of the Holy Qur'an? Every Ahmadi has the
tahajjud and tnvoking duriid on the Holy duty to remind himself. You should examine yourself, and
Prophet  Muhammad®. That he/she watch your own actions. If we all start examining ourselves, a
shall make it his/her daily routine to ask great revolution can be achieved. )

forgiveness for his/her sins, to remember In the Holy Qur'an Allah says:

the bounties of God and to praise and G oS iy By E e

glorify Him.

And observe Prayer and give the Zakdi, and obey the
Messenger, that you may be shown mercy.

In sirah T3 Ha, verse fifteen it is commanded:™*®

Observe Five Daily Prayers 5 M3 ghalt (il 2D UTIA Y AU ot
“Werily, I am Allah; there is no Cod beside Me. 5o serve Me,
The first point mentioned in this condition is that the initiate and observe Prayer for My remembrance’

will observe five daily Prayers in accordance with the
commandment of Allah and His Messenger®. The command-
ment of Allah is that men and women as well as children who

have reached the age of ten should offer Pravers at their 37. (al-Nir, 24:57)
appointed times. Men have been commanded to establish five a8 (Ta Ha, 20:15)

Ln
[
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There are numerous other verses in the Holy Qur'an about

establishing Prayer. I will now present one hadith.

Hadrat Jabir™ relates that he heard the Holy Prophet™ sav chart,
‘Meglecting to offer Prayer brings a man closer to apostasy and
dishelief] (Sahih Muslim, Kitib-ul-Tmin, Bibu Bayinit-lig-
ismil-Kufri “Ald man Tarkas-Salah)

The Holy Prophet™ has said, "The comfort of my eye is in the
Prayer. (Swnan Al-Nasa', Kitabu ‘Ishratin-Nisa'i, Babu Hubbin-

MNisa'i)
Hadrat Abfi Hurairah™ narrates that the Holy Prophet™ said,
“The first thing for which a person would be called to account
is the Prayver. If he succeeds in thiz account, he would be
successful and will attain salvation. If that account is deficient,
he will be ruined and will be a loser. If there is a shortfall in
the obligatory Prayers, Allah will make it up from his rawdfil
Similarly, all his other deeds will be accounted for” { Swman-ni-

Tirmadhi, Kitib-us-5aliti, Bibu Inna Awwala ma Yuhisabu

bihil ‘Abdu...)

Then it is said in a hadith:

Hadrat Abfi Hurairah™ has related that he heard the Holy
Prophet® saying, "Tell me if one of vou had a stream running
at his door and he should take a bath in it five times every day,
would any dirt be left upon him?' He was answered, Mo dirt
would be left on him.” The Holy Prophet™ observed, “This is
the case of the five Pravers. Allah wipes our all faults in conse-
quence of them! (Salil Al-Bukhin, Kitabu Mawiqitis-Salati,
Babus-Salatil Khamsi Kaffaramun Lil Khata'1)

Maijlis Ansarullah, USA

CONDITIONS OF BAAT AND FLESFOMSIEILITIES OF AN AEMADL

The Promised Messiah® says:

Offer the Prayer. Offer the Prayer. That is the key to all good
tortune. (Izdla-e- Avhdm, Riabini Khazd in, vol. 3, p. 349/ First
edition, p. 829)

He also says:

The essence and spirit of Prayer lie in supplications. (Ayypdm-
we-Sully, Rihant Khazd'in, vol. 14, p. 241)

He also says:

So all ye people who count vourselves as members of my
Jama‘at, in heaven you szhall be counted members of my
tollowing only when you truly begin to advance on the
paths of righteousness. Offer your five daily Obligatory
Prayers with such concentration and awe of mind as though
vou were seeing God in front of yvou. Observe the davs of
tasting for the sake of God in full sincerity. All among vou
who are liable for Zakit should never fail to discharge this
important obligation. And those upon whom the pilgrimage
to Mecca has become obligatory, without any obstacles
standing in the way, should duly undertake that blessed
journey. Do all good deeds with the proper care thev
deserve, forsaking evil from a real repulsion arising from the
heart. Be very sure that no action, whatsoever, can take vou
to God if it s devoid of righteousness. The root of every-
thing good is faquid [righteousness|; in whatever action this
root is not lost, that action will never be devoid or futile.
(FKashti-e-Nith, Rihant Khazd'in, vol. 19, p. 15)
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The Promised Messiah® says:

What is the Prayer? It is the supplication made humbly in the
form of tasbili |glorification] and falimid |praise of God|,
tagdis |proclaiming His holiness|, ostighfir [seeking His
forgiveness| and dunid [calling down His blessings on the
Holy Prophet

When vou are occupied with the Prayer, do
not confine vourselves only to the prescribed Prayers like
heedless people whose Prayer is all formality and has no
reality behind it. When vou observe the Prayer, besides the
prescribed supplications taught by the Holy Qur'an and the
Holy Prophet, vou should set forth your supplications in
your respective vernaculars so that vour hearts may be moved
by wvour humility and vyour earnestness. (Kashii-e-Nih,
Riilint Khaza'in, vol. 19, pp. 68—69)

The Promised Messiah® further says:

The Prayer is so powerful that the heavens incline towards the
human with it. The one who does full justice to Pravers feels
that he has died; his soul has melted and fallen at the threshold
of Allah... A house in which Prayer is offered in this manner
will never face destruction. It is said in fadith that if Prayer had
been ordained to the people of Noah, they would not have
been ruined. Haji is obligatory but with certain prereguisites;
so is fasting and Zakdr. But the obligation to offer Prayer has
no prerequisites. All other obligations are discharged once a
vear, but the Prayer is ordained five times a day. As long as
the Prayer is not performed in accordance with all its

requirements, it does not earn the blessings that it carries.

Ln
tn
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Such allegiance [without discharging these obligations] in not
of any benefit. (Mualfiizdt, new edition, vol. 3, p. 627)

The Promised Messiah™ says:

Prayer is obligatory on everv Muslim. It is narrated in hadith
that some people accepted lslam and submitted, "0 Prophet of
Allah, please release us from the obligation of Prayer because
we are traders. Because we tend to cattle, sometimes we are
not sure about the cleanliness of our clothes. Moreover, we do
not have the time” The Holy Prophet™ said, “Take heed, if
there is no Prayer, there is nothing. Faith without worship is
no faith ar all”

What is Prayer? To submit your weaknesses before God
and to seck their solutions from Him. At times, to stand
straight before him in awe of His Grandeur—ready to carry
out His commands. At times, to prostrate before Him in
complete submission. To beg from him all that you need.
That iz Praver. To praise Him like a beggar, to move His
Mercy by narrating His Greatness and Grandeur, and then
asking. A ‘faith’ that does not have thiz [type of Praver| is no
faith at all.

A man is needy at all times to seek Allahs pleasure and beg
tor His Grace. Only through His Grace can we accomplish
anything. © Allah, grant us the ability to belong entirely to
You to stay firmly upon the path of Your pleasure and thereby
earn Your pleasure. Prayer means love of God, fear of God, to
always keep Him in mind—and that is whar faith is.

So anyone who wants to be freed from the obligation of
Prayer cannot accomplish anvthing more than the animals—
eating, drinking, and sleeping. Thiz certainly is not faith.

56
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This is the way of the disbelievers. The popular saying, “The
moment of heedlessness s the moment of dishelief” is
undoubtedly true and correct.” {Al-Habkam, vol. 7, March 31,
1903, p. &)

How to achieve concentration in Prayer? The Promised

Messiah™ says |that a person who derives no pleasure from
Praver should beg before Allah|:

Allah the Almighty! Thou knowest how blind and sightless 1
am, and at the moment | am like the dead. | know that in a
little while I shall be called and shall present myself before
Thee and no one will be able to stop me. But my heart is
blind and unenlightened. Do Thou cause to descend upon it
such a flame of light that thereby it may be inspired with Thy
love and devotion. o Thou bestow upon me such grace that
[ shall not be raised up sightless and blind.

When he supplicates in this manner and persists in the
supplication, he will see that a time will arrive when some-
thing will descend upon him while he is engaged in such a
Prayer that will melt his heart. (Malfizdr, new edition, vaol.
2, p. 6l )

Be Regular in Tahajjud

The third condition stipulates that one should offer tahajjud
Prayers. Almighty Allah 531;‘5:3'-'

P e e R < 1T REPE Y R

39, (Bani Lra'fl, 17:80)
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And offer tahajjud with the recitation of the (Jur'an in a part
of the night as a supererogatory service for thee. Very soon thy
Lord will raise thee to an exalted station.

Hadrat Bilal™ narrates that the Holy Prophet® said. “You
should be verv regular in fahajind. That has been the practice
of the righteous ones in the past and is a means of attaining
nearness to God. This is a habit that safeguards againse sin,
removes blemishes and safeguards from physical illness!
(Sunan-ui- Tirmadli,  Kitab-ud-Da‘wiat, Bibu F Duo'3'in
MNabiyyi)

In another hadith:

Hadrat Ab@i Hurairah™ has related that the Holy Prophet®
said, "Our Lord descends every night to the lowest heaven.
When one-third of the night remains, Allah says, “Who will
call upon Me, so [ should respond to him? Who will beg of
Me, zo I should grant him? And Who will ask my forgiveness,
so [ should forgive him?” Allah the Almighty keeps saying so
until dawn breaks” (Musnadu Ahmadabni Harihal, vol. 2, p. 521,
printed in Beirut)

Many members of the Community write letters for prayers. If
they practice this method of prayer themselves, they will see
the blessings of Allah pouring upon them.

Hadrat Abfi Hurairah™ narrates that the Holy Prophet™ said,
‘Allah the Almighty says that whoever is an enemy of My
friend, 1 declare war on him. My servant can be close to Me
through things that I love and that I have made obligatory
upon him. By offering nawdfil My servant gets so close to Me




ondition [11

that I start loving him. When [ make him a friend of Mine, 1
become the ears with which he hears, the eves with which he
sees, the hands with which he holds, and the feet with which
he walks. That is, [ fulfil all that he desires. If he begs of Me, 1
provide for him; if he seeks My protection, | grant him
protection.  (Salil  Al-Bukhdd, Kitab-ur-Rigagi, Babut-
Tawidu'l)

Hadrat Abfi Hurairah™ has related that the Holy Prophet®
said, “Allah will have mercy on a man who gets up at night for
his [voluntary] Prayer and awakens hiz wife for the same
purpose, and if she hesitates he sprinkles water over her face to
wake her up. And, Allah will have mercy on a woman who
gets up at night to offer [voluntary] Prayer and awakens her
hushand for the same purpose, and if he hesitates she sprinkles
water over his face to wake him up! (Sumano Abi Ddwid,
Kitab-ut-Tatawwu'i, Babu Qavimil-Laili)

The Promised Messiah™ says:

Our Jama‘ar should make it incumbent upon iself to offer
fahajiud. Anyone who cannot do more should make at a
minimum two sak 3 because he will get an opportunity to
make some supplications. Supplications made at this time have
a very special characteristic because they are offered with true
pain and eagerness. Until there is a special pain and heartfelt
agony, how can one wake up from comfortable sleep? To wake
up at this time creates a heartfelt pain, which creates a condi-
tion of devotion and distress, which in turn become the means
of acceptance of supplication. But someone who is lax in

waking up is obviously lacking in pain and anguizh. But one
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who wakes up, obviously there is a pain that is waking him up.

(Malfiizat, new edition, vol. 2, p. 182}

The Promised Messiah™ also says:

Get up at night and supplicate that Allah the Almighty mav
guide you to His path. The companions of the Holy Prophet™
also received their training step by step. What were thev
before? They were like the a seed sown by a farmer. The Holy
Prophet™ in turn watered and prayved for it. The seed was
healthy, and the soil was fertile. With watering, it vielded
excellent fruit. They walked the path of the Holy Prophet™
without hesitation. Thev did not wait for day or night. You
should repent with a true heart. Wake up for tahagind.
Straizhten vour hearts. Leave vour weaknesses, and make vour
words and deeds correspond to the will of Allah the Almightw

(Malfizdt, new edition, vol. 1, p. 28)

Be Very Regular in Sending Durad
Upon the Holy Prophet Muhammad®™

The third condition also requires that the initiate shall be ever

eager to send durid upon the Holy Prophet™. In this connec-

tion Almighty Allah says in the Holy Qur’an:*

- - 4 i s 4 F s 4 PRS- A &
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40, (al-Ahzab, 33:37
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Allah and His angels send mercy on the Prophet. O ve who
believe! You alse should invoke blessings on him and zalute fiim

with abundant salutations of peace.

Hadrat ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Amr Bin al-*As™ narrates that he heard

the Holy Prophet® saying:
When you hear the caller of adhdn, repeat the words that he is
saying. Then invoke Allahs blessings wpon me. He who
invokes Allah’s blessing upon me, Allah will grant him His
mercy ten-fold” Then he said, "Whoever begs Allah that He
may grant me wasilai—which iz one arade in Paradise, which
Allah will grant to one of His servants, and [ hope that 1 am
that one—my intercession for such a one will become permis-
sible.  (Salith  Muslim, Kitab-us-Salad, Babul-Cauli mithli
Jaulil Mua'dhdhini liman Sami‘ahtt Thumma Yusalli “Alan
MNabivyi)

Everyone should keep in mind that in order to win the plea-
sure of Allah, to attain His love, and to have our pravers find
acceptance with Allah, we need the intermediation of the
Holy Prophet™. The best way to do that—as we are told in
the hadith—is to invoke Allah’s blessings upon him. The
Promised Messiah® has also admonished that durid should be
recited abundantly.*!

41. Bless O Allah, Muhammad and hiz progeny as You did bless
Abraham and his progeny. Certainly You are Praiseworthy and
Clorious. Prosper O Allah, Muhammad and his progeny, as
You did prosper Abraham and his progeny. Certainly You are
Praiseworthy and Clorious.

=31
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Hadrat ‘Amir Bin Rabi'ah™ narrates that the Haly Prophet™
said, *A Muslim who invokes Allah’s blessings upon me will
continue to receive the blessings from the angels as long as
he continues. Let him, if he wishes, shorten the time or

.
prolong it

Hadrat ‘Umar Bin al-Khattab™ says, ‘The supplication
remains suspended between heaven and  earth. Until
someone invokes blessings upon the Holy Prophet™, no part
of it goes up to be presented before Allah the Almighey!
{ Suman-ut-"Tirmadhi, Kitab-ul-Witri, Babu mai ja'a fi Fadlis-
Saladi “Alan Nabiyvyi)

Hadrat ‘Abdullih Bin Mas'ad™ narrates that the Holy
Prophet® zaid, “On the Day of Judgement, the closest to me
will be those who invoke Allah%s blessings upon me most
frequently’ {Sunan-ui-Tirmadhi, Kitab-ul-Witr, Bibu ma j3i'a
11 Fadlis-Salari “Alan MNabiyyi)

The Promised Messiah™ narrates his personal experience as

tollows:

Once it so happened that | was completely absorbed in
invoking Allah's blessing upon the Holv Prophet, may peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him, for a long period of time
because [ was certain that the paths of reaching Allah the

Maijlis Ansarullah, USA
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Almighty are very narrow and cannot be found except
through the intermediation of the Holy Prophet®. As Allah
also says:*

e i
After a period of time [ saw a vision that two water-men enter
my house, one from the interior side and the other from the

exterior. On their shoulders they were carrying waterskins
filled with the light Divine. They said:*

Nara N Eds Ly i

{ Hagigat-ul-Wahyi, p. 128, footnote, Rihdani Khazd'in, vol. 22,
p. 131, footnote)

Through invoking blessings upon the Holvy Prophet™. .. it is
my personal experience that, divine grace in the shape of
wonderful light proceeds in the direction of the Holy
Prophet™ and is absorbed into his bosom and then isuing
therefrom numberless streams of it reach everyone deserving
them according to his capacity. Certainly, no grace can reach
anyone without the agency of the Holy Prophet™. Invoking
blessings on the Holv Prophet™ brings into movement his
throne from which these streams of light issue. He who desires
to obtain the grace of God Almighty should invoke blessings
on him persistently, so that divine grace might be brought into
motion. (Al-Halkam, February 28, 1903, p. 7)

42 _..and seek the way of approach unto Him. ..
(al-Ma'idak, 5:36)

43, This 15 a consequence of the blessings vou invoked upon
Mubammad®=.

3
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The Promised Messiah® says:

Man is a servant or slave. A slave is one who carries out all
commandments of the master. Similarly, if you want to achieve
grace through the Holy Prophet™ it is essential that vou become
his slave. Almighty Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:*

R P SO Y.

B ekl e e
Here, slave means an obedient servant and not a creation. To
become a slave of the Holy Prophet™, it is essential to invoke
Allah’s blessings wpon him, not to disobey any of his
commandments and to carry out all his injunctions. (Al-Badr,
vol. 2, No. 14, April 24, 1903, p. 109)

The Promised Messiah™ says:
o w3 jasd sk 2k e S5 o Lo gl

(Baral:dingd-Dnd”, Riahdni Khazd'in, vol. 6, p. 11)

Translation: O Allah send down blessings and peace on him
and on his people proportionate to the amount of his
suffering and sorrow for the sake of the wmmah and send
down upon him the light of Thy mercy forever.

Be Regular in Istighfar

The third condition also enjoins istighfar. Almighty Allah says
in the Holy Qur'an:*

44, Say, *O My servants who have committed excesses against
their own soulsl...” (al-Zumar, 39:54)

G
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‘And T said, “Seek forgiveness of vour Lord; for He is the
Exceedingly Forgiving He will send down clouds pouring
rain for you in abundance, and He will strengthen you with

wealth and with children, and He will give vou gardens and He
will give you rivers”
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Glorify thy Lord with His praise and seck forgiveness of Him.

Surely He is Ofit-returning with compassion.**

There is a hadith on this subject.

Hadrat Abii Burdah Bin Abi M{si™ narrates from his father
that the Holy Prophet™ said, ‘Allah the Almighty has entrusted
me with two trusts that I nmst convey to my wmmal in the
following verses of the Holy Qur'an:*

3 phe A G885 ged ST i A 08 )
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But Allah would not punish them while thou wast among them,
and Allah would not punish them while they sought forgiveness.
Therefore, when I leave them, [ will leave istighfir with them

up until the Day of Judgement. (Swnan-ut-Tirmadhi, Kitabu
Tafsiril-Cur'an. Tafsiru Stratil-Anfal)

45, (al-Nah, 71:11-13)
46, (al-Nagr, 110:4)
47, (al-Anfal, 8:34)
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Hadrat Ibn-e-"Abbas™ relates that the Holv Prophet™ said,
“Whoever clings to dstighfir (i.e., performs it regularly and
often) Allah the Almighty grants him a way out of all difficul-
ties, and grants him ease under all difficulties, and grants him
provisions from ways that he could not imagine.” {Sunano Ab7
Dawind, Kitab-ul-Witri, Babun fil-Istighfar)

The Promised Messiah™ says:

...dstighfar, which brings strength upon the roots of faith, is
mentioned in two ways in the Holy Quran. One: to
strengthen the love of Allah in one’s heart, and through the
relationship with Allah, stop the emergence of sins thar arise
in privacy—to be engrossed completely in God and to thereby
seck His help. This is the istighfar of the elect, who consider it
a ruin to be separated from Allah even for the briefest of the
moments. They recite istighfar so that the mercy of Allah may
keep sustaining them.

The second tvpe of Gstighfir is to emerge from the bondage
of sin and to flee towards Allah; to try that, as a wee is firmly
planted in the soil, your hearts should become completely
devoted to Allah. Your hearts should chereby be captivated by
the love of Allah and, by attaining pure nourishment, be
saved from the dryvness and decline of sin.

These two tvpes of istghfir have been called as such
because ghafara, from which [the word| istighfdr has been
derived, means ‘covering’ or ‘suppressing” In other words,
istighfir means that Allah may suppress the sins of someone
who has immersed himselt in His love and may not permit
the roots of humanness from being exposed. Father, He

should grant him a place under the mantle of His Holiness;

i
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and if a root has been exposed because of any sin, He should
cover it up again and save it from the ill-consequences of
exposure.

Since Allah iz the Source of all Grace, and His Lighr is
ever-ready to remove all kinds of darkness, the only way of
discovering the straight path is that we spread both arms
towards thiz Fountain of Purity in fear of this dreadful
condition so that the Fountain may move towards us with
ereat force and should carry away all impurities. There is
no greater sacrifice for pleasing Allah than to accept death
for His sake and present ourselves before Him.  (Sirdj-nd-
Din [:d'7 ke Chir Swalon La Jawdh, Riahdni Khazd'in, vol.
12, pp. 346-347)

The Promised Messiah® also says:

... When secks strength from Allah—rthat s,
istighfi—|one'’s| weaknesses can be removed with the help of

one does
the Holy Spirit and [one| can be safeguarded from sin like the
Prophets and Messengers. And if there be someone who has
already become a sinner, éstighfidr saves him from the conse-
gquences of his evil deeds, i.e., from punishment. For no dark-
ness can stay in the face of light. But the wrong-doers who do
not do istghfir suffer the consequences of their misdeeds.
(Kashti-e-Niah, Rihani Khazd'i, vol. 19, p. 34)

The Promised Messiah* also says:

Some people have an awareness of sin, others do not. Therefore,
Allah the Almighey has made istghfir incumbent for all times, so
that one should continue to seck Allah% protection from all
or unknown, whether

sins—obwious or hidden, known

&7
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committed by hand, legs, tongue, nose, or eyves. These days the
praver of Hadrat Adam™® should especially be recited:*

el G S G 5 iR 1 01 5 WA Gl 5
This prayer has already been accepred. Do not spend vour life
in heedlessness. Anvone who eschews heedless life will hope-
fully never be afflicted with anv great misfortune because such

misfortune does not befall without divine permission. [ was

revealed the following praver in this regard:™
. P T
S Gy el oy S a5 o

(Malfiizdt, new edition, vol. 2. p. 5377)

Istightar and Repentance

The Promised Messiah® says:™

I i o1
Femember, the Muslims have been bestowed two thing—one
for obtaining strength and the other for the practical demon-
stration of the strength that has been obrained. [stighfir is for
obtaining strength. It is also called seeking help. The sifis have

said that as physical strength and power are fostered through

48, . "Cwir Lord we have wronged ourselves; and if Thouw forgive
us not and have not mercy on us, we shall surely be of the
lost” (al-A ‘raf, 7:24)

459 O my Lord, everything 15 in your service. O My Lord, protect
me, and help me, and have mercy on me.

50. And that you seek forgiveness of your Lord, and then turn to
Him.... (Hid, 11:4)

L]
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exercise, in the same way istighfir is spiritual exercise. Through
it, the soul obtains strength and the heart achieves steadfase-
ness. He who desires strength should do istighfar

Chafara licerally means covering and suppressing. With
istighfdr, man tries to suppress and cover [those| emortions that
keep him away from God. Thus, the only meaning of istighfir
is that the polsonous elements that may well-nigh destroy a
man may be overpowered, and one should give practical shape
to the commandment of God by avoiding all obstructions.

Feemember that Almighty Allah has created two types of
elements within human beings. One: the poisonous element,
which iz activated by Satan. Second: the remedial element
When someone is proud and considers himself to be worth
something, and does not seek help from the remedial fountain,
the poisonous element gains the upper hand. But when he
considers himselt unworthy and insignificant and feels within
him the need for divine help, Allah creates a fountain for him
that makes his soul flow. This is the meaning of dstighfdr,
namely, to find this strength to overpower the poisonous
element. (Mulfizdt, new edition, vol. 1, pp. 348-34%9)

Always Express Gratitude to Allah

COMNDITIONS OF BAILAT AND FUESFONSIEILITIES OF AN AHMADD

Then Allah 5;1}'5:52
Gy e Jug ot guid s d i
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All praise is due to Allah, to Whom belongs whatever is in the

heavens and whatever 15 in the earth. And His 15 all praize in
the Hereafter; and He is the Wise, the All-Aware.

Hadrat Abi Hurairah™ has related that the Holy Prophet™
said, ‘Every matter of importance that is not begun with the
praise of Allah remains defective” Another version is: “Every
speech that is not begun with the praise of Allah is devoid of
blessings.  (Swnano  Ibn-e-Mdjah, Abwib-un-Nikiah, Babu
Khutbhatin-Mikah, Hadith No. 1894, Also Sunano Abi Diawsid,
Kitib-ul-Adab, Bib-ul-Hadyi fil Kalim, Hadith No. 4832)

There is another fadith:

Hadrat No‘mian Bin Bashir™ narrates that the Holy Prophet™
zaid from hiz pulpit, ‘He who is not grateful for small favours
cannot be grateful for the bigger ones. He who cannot be
thankful to men cannot render thanks for the favours of Allah.
To talk about the blessings of Allah the Almighty is thankful-

ness; to not mention them is ingratitude.” (Musiadu Ahmadabni

The third condition also includes an injunction to remain Hasibal, vol. 4, p. 278, printed in Beirut)

ever-thankful to Allah. In this respect Allah the Almighty‘ SIS Hadrat Mu*idh Bin Jabal™ has related that the Holy Prophet™
- + & 0 :

in the Holy Quran: held him by his hand and said, *Mu‘adh, I swear in the name

) &5 AR
All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of all the worlds.

al. (al-Fatchah, 1:2) 52, (Saba’, 34:2)

[ 70
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of Allah! I do love vou and counsel you that you should not

miss supplicating atter every Saldr.
T A N T T
Allah, help me in remembering You, and being grateful o

You and worshipping You in the best manner! {Sunano Abi
Didwind, Kitab-ul-Witri, Babun fil-Istighfir)

The Promised Messiah™ says:

If someone ponders deeply, he would realizse that all praises
and good attributes belong to Allah the Almighty alone. Mo
human or other creature deserves true praise and appreciation.
If one were to reflect without any tinge of selfishness, one
would obviously discover that one who creates something, at a
time when it did not exist nor was there any information
about its existence, such a one should be worthy of praise.
And [such a one should also be worthy of praise| who created
necessary means at a time when nothing existed, nor was there
any information available about the basic requirement for
creation, sustenance, good health, and maintenance of exist-
ence. And [such a one should also be worthy of praise] who
had mercy on a creature that suffered great misformune and
who had relieved it from that misfortune. And [such a one
should aleo be worthy of praise| who does not ler the efforts of
a hard worker go to waste and gives full reward to those who
make the effort. Even though pavment of due wages is a right
of the labourer, someone who makes due payment can also be
a benefactor. All of these are excellent traits that can make one
worthy of praise and appreciation.

Maijlis Ansarullah, USA

MNow, ponder and vou will recognise that all the praise-
worthy attributes belong to Allah alone because He alone
possesses all these attributes in perfection; and nobody else
does.... In short, only Allah the Almighty is perfect in His
being and worthy of praise in an excellent manner. In
comparizon to Him, no one deserves praise by virtue of its
own being. If someone else deserves praise, it is only
secondary in nature. This, too, is a Mercy of Allah the
Almighty because even though He is One, withour any
partner, He has included others in those praises in a
secondary sense. (Ro'iddd-e-Jalsalh D', Riahani Khazd'in,
vol. 15, pp. 598-602)

Giving a general admeonition to the Jama‘at, the Promised
Messiah™ says:

If vou desire that the angels should praise vou in heaven, then
endure beating and be jovful, hear abuse and be grateful,
experience failure and do not cut asunder your relationship
with God. You are the last Jamd‘at of God, so practice virme
at its highest level. Anyone from among vou who becomes
slothful will be cast out of the Jama“at like a foul thing and will
die in sorrow without having caused any harm to God. I give
vou the good news that your God truly exists. All are His
creatures, but He chooses the one who chooses Him. He
comes to the one who goes to Him. He bestows honour upon
the one who honours Him. So approach Him with straighe
hearts and pure tongues, eyes and ears so that He may accept

vou. (Rashif-e- Nil, Rialint Khazd i, vol. 19, p. 13)
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The Promised Messiah® also says:

Don't think that God will let vou go to waste. You are a seed
of the Hand of God which was sown in the carth. God says
that this seed will grow and flourish and its branches will
spread in all directions and it will become a huge tree. So
blessed is he who believes in what God says and does not fear
the trials that he suffers on his way to God. For the coming of
trials is essential so that God may try you to see who is true in
his declaration of bai‘ar and who is false. Whoever slips ar a
trial, he would do no harm to God whatsoever and ill-luck
would take him to hell. Were he not born, it would have been
better for him. But all those who remain steadfast till the
end—they will be shaken with quakes of calamities, and
storms of misfortune will batter them, people will jeer and
mock them, and the world will treat them with extreme
hatred—shall at last come out victorious. And doors of bless-
ings shall be opened o them. God addressed me and said that
[ should inform myv Jamd‘at that those who believe and their
beliet is not adulterated with worldly considerations and is
free from hypocrisy and cowardice and is such as it does not
fall short of any stage of obedience, these are the people who
are favourites of God. And God says that these are the very
people who have a sure footing with their Lord. (Al-
Hasipypat, Rildnt Khazd'in, vol. 20, p. 309

May Allah the Almighty enable all of us to hold fast to these
admonitions. May He make us true Ahmadis and grant us the
ability to be always true to our pledge of allegiance. May He
make us truly obedient to Allah the Almighty and His

Maijlis Ansarullah, USA
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Apostle. May we never commit anything that blemishes the
lovely Jama‘at of the Promised Messiah™.

O Allah! Forgive our mistakes, conceal our shortcomings,
count us always among those who are obedient and faithful to
You. Make us hold fast to the pledge of allegiance. Include us
among those whom You love. Enable our future generations
also to remain true to the pledge. May we never distance
ourselves from You. Grant us Your true recognition. O Most
Merciful of all mercifuls, have mercy upon us. Accept all our
supplications. Make us the inheritors of all the prayers that the
Promised Messiah® made for those who join his Jama‘at.

T4
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[From the concluding address delivered at the  Annual
Convention of the Alvnadiypah Muslim Jamd‘at, Germany,
on August 24, 2003, in which fourth, fifth and sixih condi-
tions of bai‘at were explained in detail. |

... This is a very important subject and its need is felt in this
age even more. As we move away from the period of the
Promised Messiah®, we are prone to feel proud of belonging
to the lineage of a particular Companion™ of the Promised
Messiah™, yet we are often not as conscious of the sacrifices
rendered by our forefathers as we should be. And, though we
have inherited their genes, the standards of spirituality have
declined. While it s a natural phenomenon that as we move
away from the period of Prophethood, some shortcomings
and weaknesses may occur, it s important to note that
progressive communities do not rest assured by simply
blaming the new conditions of changed times as the root of
this ill. On the contrary, they keep striving, trusting in the
olad ridings and prophecies as members of the Jama‘at of the
Promised Messiah and the Mahdi®. It is they who will
educate the world in the teachings of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad™. The condition set forth for us to achieve this

Maijlis Ansarullah, USA
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coal is that we should stand firm in the belief of the Oneness
of God, not only for ourselves but that we should strive to
make our next generations stand firm in this belief as well.
Now I will present to you an excerpt from the writings of the
Promised Messiah® to clarify what he expected of those who
took his covenant of bai‘at...

The Promised Messiah™ say:

Secking forgiveness at my hands demands a type of a death =o
that you may be given birth to a new life. It is purposeless to
take the pledze of bai‘ar without sincerity of heart. When you
take my pledge of bai'at, God expects an undertaking from
vour heart. So the one who accepts me with a true heart and
truly secks forgiveness of his sins, the Forgiving and Merciful
God surely forgives his sins. Thus he becomes like a person
just born of his mother; then the angels protect him.
(Malfiizat, vol. 3, p. 262)
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CONDITION

That under the impulse of any passions,
he/she shall cause no harm whatsoever to
the creatures of God in general and
Muslims in particular, neither by his/her
tengue, hands, nor any other means.

As 15 clear from this condition, one should not
cause harm whether by one’s hands or by one’s tongue in a fit
of anger, under the pretext of ones self-respect or honour.
Clearly, it is mandatory that one should not harm any
Muslim. This has been made obligatory upon us. We have to
especially abide by this condition because Muslims associate
themselves with our dearly Beloved Master the Holy Prophet
Muhammad®. We cannot even imagine harming them. In
secking the help of Allah, the Most Powerful and the
Almighty God, Who is the Lord of All Powers, against those
selt-appointed ‘ulemd” who are a blemish on the fair name of
Islam—who have exceeded all bounds in their enmity of the
Messiah and the Mahdi™ of the age—we prostrate at His
threshold imploring Him to seize them. We do so because the

Maijlis Ansarullah, USA
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Prophet of Allah had declared them to be the worst of the
creation; otherwise, we neither nurse unnecessary grudges
against them nor are we angry with anyone. We act upon the
commandments of the Almighty Allah. In exhorting us to
suppress our anger the Almighty Allah says:™

Gy et G S0 TSV T2 3§ i il
el Lol il 1 2
Those who spend in prosperity and in adwersity, and those

who suppress anger and pardon men; and Allsh loves those
who do good.

It was by virtue of this verse that a slave of Hadrat Imam
Husain™, won his treedom. It is said that the slave erroneously
dropped something hot (it could have been water) on Hadrat
Husain™. He looked at him angrily. The slave was intelligent
and knew the Holy Qur'an as well. He promptly quoted the
part of the verse about the suppression of anger.™

53 &

Hadrat Husain™ said, “You are right: I suppress my anger.”
Now the servant thought that though the anger had been
brought under control, it would still remain in his heart. It
was possible that he would be chastised for some other
mistake later. So he quoted the second part of the verse:™

53, (Al-e-‘Tmran, 3:135) )
54. ...and those who suppress anger... {Al-e-Tmran, 3:133)
55. ...and pardon men. .. [Al-e-Trran, 3:135)
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Condirion IV

A e
Hadrat Husain said, °1 have forgiven you.” The slave’s knowl-
edge and promptness gave him immediate benefits. Now he
quoted the third part of the verse:™

Gl G 1
Hadrat Husain responded, ‘I hereby grant you freedom.” In
those days, slaves used to be bought. It was not possible to
oain one’s freedom so easily. The slave’s quick-wittedness and
knowledge got him freedom from his master who was God-

fearing. This is the teaching of Islam.

Adopt Forgiveness and Forbearance

With regard to moral qualities that relate to the attainment of
virtue, the Promised Messiah™ says:

Of these, the first moral quality is forgiveness, that is, to
forzive someone’s sins. The virtue in this is that the person
who commits a sin causes harm to someone else and, there-
fore, becomes liable to be punished or to be put in jail or to be
fined or be chastised with direcr action. Thus, to forgive him,
if forgiveness is appropriate, would be a good deed. In this

connection the teaching of the Holy Qur’an is: 7"
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36, ...and Allah loves those who do good. {Al-e-Tmrin, 3:133)
57. (Al-e-“Tmrin, 3:135)

COMNDITIONS OF BALIAT AND FLESFONSIBILITIES OF AN AHMADL

That is, the virtuous are those who suppress their anger when
it iz appropriate and forgive when it i= appropriate to forgive
sins.

A bad deed should be requited with an equal amount and
in situations where forgiveness of sin is corrective without
causing any harm—thar is, forgiveness is granted when the
occasion warrants and not otherwise—then it merits reward.
{Lslami Usiil k7 Plilosophy, Rahdnt Khazd'in, vol. 10, p. 351)

There is a tamous tradition of the Holy Prophet™ that many
have heard. Pointing towards his chest, the Holy Prophet™®
said: " Taqued lies in here That is to say, that pure and matchless
tagqud, it it were to be found anywhere, lived only in the heart
of the Holy Prophet™ Besides taguad there is nothing else in
his heart.

So, O people, O community of believers, for you the ever-
lasting instruction is that the example you have to emulate is
the model of the Holy Prophet™. So, search your hearts. Are
you making efforts at imbuing yourselves with taguwd by
emulating the example of the Holy Prophet™ Do you also
have the fear of Allah, and is His love in yourselves? As a
result, do you have sympathy for and do you do good towards
His creation?

MNow [ place betore you the tradition in full:

Hadrat Abfi Hurairah™ narrates that the Holy Prophet™ said:

‘Do not be jealous of one another. Do not guarrel among

vourselves. Do not entertain malice against each other. Do not

have enmities against one another. Mone of vou should

A (al-Shira, 42:41)

A
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overbid on a contract that has been settled by the other. O
servants of Allah, be brothers to one another. A Muslim is a
brother to another Muslim. He does not oppress his brother.
He does not derogate him nor thinks low of him Then
pointing towards his chest the Holy Prophet® said three times,
“laguid is in here. It is enough evil for a man to think low of
his brother. The blood, property and honour of every Muslim
are unlawful for another Muslim. (Sahih Muslim, Kitdb-ul-
Birri was-Silah, Bibu Tabhrimi-Zulmil Muslimi Wa Khadhlih)

Do Not Cause Harm to Anvone

It has been stated in the fourth condition that one should not
cause harm to another person whether by one’s hand or one’s
tongue or through any other means. I will now explain this
condition of bai‘at. From the saying of the Holy Prophet™ that
I have presented before, you should focus on the words *do
not be jealous. Jealousy ultimately develops into enmity. A
person who has jealousy in his heart always wants to harm the
person of whom he is jealous. Jealousy is a type of disease that
while it causes harm to the other person, it also consumes the
person who is jealous. It gives rise to many other petty feel-
ings of spite, such as: why the other person has a better busi-
ness, or more wealth or more talented children. In the case of
women, jealousy may arise because of someone’s better jewel-
lery. Even in religious matters—where good deeds must be
appreciated and where people should try to move forward in
rendering service to the religion—eftorts are made to place
obstacles in the way of those who are rendering religious

i1
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service by making accusations against them so that they, too,
are deprived of performing service to the religion.

Then the Holy Prophet™ admonishes us not to quarrel with
each other. Quarrels take place over petty marters. To give an
example, sometimes an officer on duty warns a child who has
been mischievous in a gathering that if he were to do it again
he would be dealt with firmly or be corrected. The parents,
sitting nearby, immediately roll up their sleeves for a fight, and
the person performing the duty is put down in a terrible way.
Through this action of theirs, they not only broke a condition
of bai‘at and spoiled their good manners, they also banished
from the minds of their next generation the respect for the
organisation of the Jami‘at and the distinction between good
and bad.

Then we are directed not to have enmity towards each
other. Enmities start from petty matters. Hearts are filled
with spite and malice. Some people are always on the
lookout for an opportunity to avenge them, while the
instruction is not to have enmity with, nor malice for,
anyone. Once a Companion™ humbly asked the Holy
Prophet™ to give him simple, but unforgerttable advice in a
few words. The Holy Prophet™ advised him to ‘shun anger’
and then again he said, "shun anger. When you keep in vour
mind that you should shun anger, then malice and spite will
oo away automatically.

Another habit of ‘injuring or harming someone, or making
another person’s deal go sour’ is to overbid on a contract
concluded by the other. In this saving, we have been asked to
desist from such actions. A higher price is offered to acquire a
thing only to bring the other person’s business down while no

B2
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personal gain is achieved from such a bid. This also applies to
proposals for marriage. Ahmadis should keep that prohibition
in mind.

Then the admonishment is not to oppress anyone, not to
think low of anyone, nor to derogate anyone. An oppressor
never achieves nearness to Allah. Then, how is it possible that
on the one hand one would enter into a pledge of allegiance
with the one appointed by Allah to win His favour and on the
other one would oppress people by snatching their rights. It is
a common practice in our villages not to give brothers their
rights, not to give sisters their share of inheritance simply
because they have been married to a different family, lest the
property move out of the family, There are those that oppress
their wives, those that do not respect their rights, and there
are wives who do not respect the rights of their husbands.
There are many such matters that fall under this category.
Many such actions are indicative of the low treatment of
others. While vou claim to have taken bai‘at and you claim to
aive up these evil deeds, how can you commit these actions?
The clear-cut commandment is that it is not permissible for a
Muslim to think poorly of another Muslim under any
circumstances. Similarly, the blood, property and honour of a
Muslim are made unlawful for another Muslim. So, having
accepted the Appointed One of this age, you who act upon
Islamic teachings the most, how can these deeds be tolerated
on your part, and how can you still be considered a member
of the Jama‘at of the Promised Messiah®?

I would now present to you some ahadith that illustrate
what the Companions™ of the Holy Prophet™ did in not

3
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taking these matters lightly and what changes they made in
themselves after they had accepted Islam.

Hadrat Abo Dhar al-Ghaffari™ used to provide drinking water
trom his tank. Some members of a family came by, One of
them asked the others as to which of them would go to Abi
Dhar™ to hold him by his hair and ask him to render an
account of himself. One of them said that he would do it. He
went over to Abfi Dhar™ when he was standing near the tank.
He started questioning him. Abf Dhar™, who was standing at
this time, sat down and then he lay down. One of them asked
him, ‘Abfi Dhar™, why did vou sit down and then why did
vou lie down?” He replied that, ‘the Holy Prophet™ told us,
“When anger overcomes one of you while he is standing he
should sit down se that this anger would subside; failing that,
he cshould lie down.” (Musnadu Almadabni Hanbal, vol. 5,
p. 132, printed in Beirut)

In another hadith the narrator states that:

We were sitting in the company of ‘Urwah Bin Muhammad
when a man came by, He started talking in a manner that
angered ‘Urwah Bin Mubammad. The narrator states thar
when his anger boiled he got up. After performing ablution,
he came back to them. He told us that he had heard of a
narration passed down by his father through his grandfather,
‘Atiyyah, who was a Companion of the Holy Prophet®, that
the Holv Prophet® had said: Anger comes from Satan. Satan
was made from the fire, and fire &= put out by water; so when
one of you gewss angry, he should perform the ablution.
{Musnadu Almadabni Hanbal, vol. 4, p. 226, printed in Beirut)

B4

65



Condirion J17

Education Syllabus 2013

CONDITIONS OF BAIPAT AND FUESFONSIEILITIES OF AN ALMADT

Hadrat Zivid Bin ‘Aligah™, on the basis of a narration
provided by his uncle Hadrat Qatbah Bin Malik™ that the
Holy Prophet™ used to supplicate, 'O my Allah, 1 seek thy
refuge from bad morals, evil deeds and evil desires. {Swman-nt-
Tirmadhi, Kitibud-Da'wit, Bibu Du'it Ummi  Salamah,
Hadith Mo, 35391)

I now present before you what the Promised Messiah® said in
this regard and what he expects of the members of the

Jama‘at.

The Promised Messiah™ says:

The members of my Jama‘at, wherever they might be, should
listenn with attention. The purpose of their joining this Move-
ment and establishing the mutual relationship of spiritual
preceptor and disciple with me is that they should achieve a
high degree of good conduct, good behaviour and righteous-
ness. Mo wrongdoing, mischief, or misconduct should even
approach them. They should perform the five daily Prayers
regularly, should not utter a falsehood and should not hurt
anvone with their speech. They should be puilty of no vice
and should not let even a thought of any mischief, or wrong,
or disorderliness, or turmoil pass chrough their minds. They
should shun every type of sin, offence, undesirable action,
passion, and unmannerly behaviour. They should become
pure-hearted and meek servants of God Almighty, and no
poisonous germ should flourish in their beings. ... Svmpathy
with mankind should be their principle and, they should fear
God Almighty. They should safeguard their tongues and their
hands and their thoughts against every kind of impurity, disor-
derliness and dishonesty. They should join the five daily Praver

45
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services without fail. They should refrain from every kind of
wrong, transgression, dishonesty, bribery, trespass, and
partiality. They should not participate in any evil company. If
it should be proved that one who frequents their company
does not obey Gods commandments. .. or is not mindful of
the rights of people, or is cruel or mischievous, or is ill-
behaved, or is secking to deceive the servanss of God
Almighty by speaking ill or abusively of them, or is guilty of
imposture towards the persons with whom they have entered
into a covenant of baiar, it should be their duty to repel him
and to keep away from such a dangerous one. They should not
design harm against the followers of anv religion or the
members of any tribe or group. Be true well-wishers of
evervone, and take care that no mischievous, vicious, disor-
derly, or ill-behaved person, should be ever of vour company,
or should dwell among vou; for such a person could at any
time be the cause of your stumbling.. ..

These are matters and conditions that | have been urging
from the beginning, and it is the duty of every member of
my Jama‘ar to act upon them. You should indulge in no
impurity, mockery or derision. Walk upon the earth with
good hearts, pure tempers, and pure thoughts. Not every evil
is worth fighting, so cultivate the habit of forgiveness and
overlooking defaults, and behave with steadfastness and
meekness. Do not attack anvone improperly, and keep your
passions under complete control. If you take part in a discus-
sion, or in an exchange of views on a religious subject,
express yourself gently and be courteous. If anvone misbe-
haves towards you, withdraw from such company with a
grecting of peace. If vou are persecuted or reviled, be

He
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mindful that you should not meet stupidity with stupidity, for
otherwise you will be counted in the same category as your
opponents. God Almighty desires that you should become a
Jamid ‘at that should set an example of goodness and truthful-
ness for the whole world. Hasten to exclude evervone from
vour company who sets an example of evil, mischief, prove-
cation and ill-behaviour. He who cannot dwell among us in
meckness, goodness and piety, using gentle words and
comporting himself in ways of good conduct, should depart
from us quickly, for God does not desire that such a one
should dwell among us. He will die miserably, for he did not
adopt the way of goodness. Theretore, be alert, and be truly
good-hearted, gentle and righteous. You will be recognised
by your regular attendance at Prayer services and vour high
moral qualities. He who has the seed of evil embedded in
him will not be able to conform to this admonition.
(Lshishdr (The Annonncement), May 29, 1898, Majmi ‘al Ishii-
harat, vol. 3, pp. 46—48)

He further said:

A man should not be conceited, nor indecent, nor ill-
mannered towards the fellow beings. He should act with love
and goodness and should not bear ill-will towards anyone for
personal reasons. He should behave firmly or gently in accor-
dance with the occasions or conditions. (Malfizdt, new

edition, vol. 3, p. 6049
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Adopt Meekness and Humility

With respect to meekness and humility the Promised
Messiah® says:

...Seek forgiveness of Allah before the punishment of God
comes to close the door of forgiveness. While the laws of this
world are feared, why is it the laws of God are not? When
calamities have occurred one has to go through them.
Everyone should try to get up for tahajnd and to include
guniat in the five daily Prayers as well. Repent from every-
thing that would incur the wrath of Allah. Fepentance means
giving up all evil deeds and everything that goes against the
pleasure of God and undergoing a true change and making
progress and adopting the wav of righteousness. In this, too,
lies the mercy of Allah. Make your habits decent. Shun anger,
replacing it with gentleness and meekness. Along  with
adopting good morals you should give charity as well.*™
Which means that for secking the pleasure of God you feed
the poor, the orphans, and the needy, and you say that you
perform these acts only for the pleasure of the Almighry Allah,
and you fear that extremely terrible Day.

In brief, pray, ask forgiveness and keep giving chariry, so
that the Almighty Allah may deal with vou with Hiz Grace
and Mercy. (Malfizdt, new edition, vol. 1, pp. 134-135)

59. A supplication for help and forgiveness of Allah made in witr
Prayer.
G0, (al-Dahr, 76:9)
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Coondirion IV

Then he says:

Friends! Hold fast to this rule: deal with all people with
kindness. Kindness increases intelligence, and forbearance
promotes deeper thinking. Anvone who does not adope this
way is not of us. Anyone from our Jami'at who cannaot
tolerate the abuse and harshness of our opponents is
permitted to have recourse to the courts, but it is not appro-
priate that he should counter harshness with harshness and
create a dispute. This is the admonishment we have given
our Jama‘at, and we express our displeasure and declare that
the one who does not act upon it is not of our Jami‘at.
{Tabligh-e-Risdlar, vol. 6. p. 170, Majmii‘ah Isheiharit, vol. 2,
p. 472
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In explaining this verse of the Holy Qur'an, the Promised

CONDITION Messiah® says:
The people of the highest grade among the people—that is,

people who are completely lost in the pleasure of Allah, and
sell their selves to earn the pleasure of God—are the people
upon whom the mercy of Allah descends.... In this verse
That he/she shall remain faithful to God Allah the Almighty says, "‘Only he is delivered from all tribu-

in all cirumstances of life, in sorrow and lations who sells his self in My way and for My pleasure. He

. . . . . proves with his utmost endeavours that he belongs to God
in happtness, in adversity and in pros- _ _ ) _ _
) ) . ) . and considers his entire being as something that has been
perity, in felicity and in trial; and that o i , . i ,
- X . ) fashioned for obedience of the Creator and service to the

he/she shall in all conditions remain . e Tt e ps AP
creation. .. (Islami Usil ki philosophy, Rilini Khazd'in, vol.

resigned to the decree of God and keep 10, p. 385)

himself/herself ready to face all kinds of

indignities and sufferings in His way and Then he says:

shall never turn away from Him at the A loved one of God sells his being in the way of God. In
onslaught of any misfortune; on  the return, he earns the pleasure of God. Such are the ones upon
contrary, he/she shall mfm'h_}bﬁmrd. whom the special mercy of God descends. (Lslimi Uil L7

philozophy, Rihdnt Khazd'in, vol. 10, p. 473)

Then he says:

Allsh the Almich 1 the Holv Ouran:®! There are some people who sell their beings hoping that He
. N _ . -
ah the Almighty says in the Holy Quran: would be pleased... (Paighdmi Sulh, Riahani Khazd'in, vol. 23,

LT Al ol 3 £ Gt dnid s e et eid) e p. 473)
slally For such people, Allah the Almighty has given the glad
s 62
And of men there 15 he who would sell himself to seek the tldlt‘lg.

pleasure of Allah; and Allah is Compassionate to His servants.

61, (al-Bagarah, 2:208) 62 [al-Fajr, 89:28-31)
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Condition
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And thou, O soul at peace! Return to thy Lord well pleased

with Him and He well pleased wuith thee. So enter thou among
My servants. And enter thou My Carden.

People who are reconciled to the will of Allah, and suffer all
hardships and tribulations for His sake, are never left unre-
warded by Allah the Almighty. There are many among us
who are embodiments of shortcomings and defects. We
commit many errors and sins. But if we are in the habit of
reconciling to the will of Allah, and are ever-prepared to, and
do, suffer all indignities for Him, if we are not like the wailing
woman who put up a big clamour on any small suffering, for
such patient ones there is a glad tiding from the Holy
Prophet™.

Sufferings of a Muslim are
an Expiation for Sins

Hadrat Abfi Hurairah™ narrates that the Holy Prophet™ said,
‘Mo Muslim suffers any calamity, suffering, pain, discomfort,
or anxiety, even as small as the prick of a thorn. but Allah
wipes out instead some of his defaults and his sins” (Sahil
Muslinm, Kitdb-ul-Birri was-5Silah, Babu Thawibil-Mo 'mini fi
mi yusibuhii min Maradin au Huznin au nabhwa dhalik)

i}
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In another hadith Hadrat Suhaib Bin Sinan™ has related that:

The Holy Prophet™ said, “Wondrous is the case of a believer;
there is good for him in everything, and it is so for him alone.
If he experiences something agreeable, he is grateful o God
and that is good for him; and if he experiences adversity, he is
steadfast and that is good for him because he earns merit for
his steadfasmess” (Sahih  Muslim, Kitib-uz-Zuhdi, Babul
Mo 'mini Amruhd kulluhin Khair)

Sometimes Allah makes His servants go through sufferings
related to his children. There is excessive wailing and crying at
the death of children, especially among the women. Thanks
to Allah, He has granted to the Ahmadiyyah Muslim Jama‘at
mothers who are very patient and reconciled to His will. But
sometimes there are Instances of complaining, especially
among the illiterates or those with meagre education. In fact.
I have also observed some cases among those with good
education that they utter words of ingratitude.

There is a fadith that the Holy Prophet™ used to take a
pledge from women-Companions™ in this respect. The ladith
runs as follows:

Hadrat Usaid™ relates that he heard from a  woman-
Companion™ who had taken a pledge at the hand of the Holy
Prophet™ that the pledze included the following: “We will not
dizobey the Holy Prophet®, will not tear our faces in wailing,
will not raise a hue and cry during mourning, and will not
tear our clothes or keep our hair ruffled” (Swane Abi Diwiid,
Kitib-ul-Jand'iz, Babun fin-Mauh)

14
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R.eal Time to Show Patience
is When Tragedy Strikes

Hadrat Amnas™ relates that the Holy Prophet® passed by a
woman who was crving by the side of a grave. He said to her,
‘Be mindful of thy dury o Allah and be steadfast’ She
retorted, ‘Leave me alone; vou have not been afflicted as 1
have been” She had not known who he was. Someone told
her, "That was the Holy Prophet™ She proceeded to the door
of the Holy Prophet™ and not finding any doorman went in
and =aid to him, ‘I had not recognised vou He said, ‘Steadfase-
ness means to be resigned at the time of the first shock of grief!
{ Sabil Al-Bulkhdn, Kitab-ul-Jana iz, Bibu Zivaradl-CQubir)

Another important point that has been emphasised in the fifth
condition is [to remain steadfast| no matter how hard the
circumstances, how long the period of hardship, how apparent
the worldly attractions, how likely the benefits from diverse
worldly activities, and how luring the attractions ottered by
the worldly powers that tells you not to worry because: ‘as an
Abhmadr, even as you maintain ties to the Jama‘at, you can still
conduct your professional affairs, serve the Jama‘at, and sacri-
tice financially” All of these are caused by Dajjial [Antichrist] to
move you away from Allah and the Jama‘at. Therefore, the
Promised Messiah™ says that it you have taken the pledge, stay
away from these snares. Do not be misled by these attractions.
Reemain faithful to Allah. If you turn to Him, you belong to
the Promised Messiah® and will receive everything. The
tollowing is a beautiful admeonition of the Holy Prophet® in
this respect.

Maijlis Ansarullah, USA
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Hadrat Ibn-e-‘Abbas™ has related that: I was once riding
with the Holy Prophet™ He said, "My dear child, I am going
to teach vou a few things: Keep Allah in mind, He will safe-
guard you; keep Allah in mind, you will find Him nearby.
When in need, ask onlv of Allah; if you need help, ask Him
alone for help. Remember, if the whole world joins together
to benefit you, it can do nothing to benefit you, except it
Allah wishes and decrees it for you. And if they all join to
hurt you, they can do nothing to hurt vou, except if Allah
decrees the harm for vou. The pens have been stored away
and the ink has dried” {Sunan-wi- Tirmadhi, Kitibu Sifatil
Qivimah, Bab No. 349)

Another version is:

Keep Allah in mind, yvou will find Him before vou. Recognise
Allah in times of case, He will recognise you in times of hard-
ship. Feemember, what escaped vou was not decreed for you;
and what is decreed for you will definitely come o you.
Feemember, the help of Allah comes as a result of steadfastness,
and times of ease and times of hardship are commingled, and
every hardship is followed by times of case. (Riad-us-Sdlilin Lil
Imam An-Nawawi, Bab-ul-Murigabah, Hadith No. 62)

Nothing that the Holy Prophet™ did was against the pleasure
ot Allah; vet, he prayed fervently, he prayed for the pleasure of

Allah.

Hadrat Muhammad Bin Ibrihim™ narrates a ladith from
Hadrat “Aishah™, *Once I was sleeping by the side of the Holy
Prophet™. During a time at night [ did not find him there.
While searching around. my hand touched his feet while he

D6
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was prostrating. He was praying, “Allah, I seck the protection
of Thy pleasure against Thy displeasure; and [ seek the protec-
tion of Thy forgiveness against Thy punishment. | cannot
count the ways of praising Thee. You are as You have
described Your Holy Selt”™ (Swran-nt-Tirmadhi, Kitib-ud-
Da‘wat, Babu Ma Ja'a fi “ Aqdit-Tasbihi Bil-vad)

Another tradition says that:

Someone tfrom Medina heard from Hadrat “Abdul Wahhib
Bin al-Ward™ that Hadrat Mu'awiyah™ wrote to Hadrat
‘Aishah™ requesting some advice. She replied,
“Alaikum. 1 have heard the Holy Prophet™ say, “One who

secks the pleasure of Allah, even at the cost of displeasing

*Assaldmo

some people, Allah is Sutficient for him against them. But he
who displeases Allah for the sake of pleasing some people,

Allah hands him over to those people! (Sunan-ut-Tirmadhi,
Kitib-uz-Zuhd, Bibu Mai Ja'a fi Hifzil-Lisin, Hadith No. 2414)

You Are the Last Jama‘at
Established by Allah

The Promized Messiah™ writes:

It is inevitable that you should be tried with diverse tvpes of
pain and misfortune as the faichful before you were tried. Be
mindful, lest you should stumble. So long as vou have a firm
relationship with heaven, the earth can do you no harm.
Whenever harm befalls you, it will be through yourself and
not through vour enemy. Even if vou lose all honour on earth,
Allah will bestow eternal honour upon you from heaven. So

I'f?
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do not let go of Him. It is inevitable that you be persecuted
and sutfer many disappointments, but do not lose heart, for it
is Allah Who tests you whether you are steadfast in His cause
or not. If you desire that angels should praise vou in heaven,
then endure beating and be joyful, hear abuse and be grateful,
experience failure and do not cut your relationship wich Allah.
You are the last Jami‘ar of Allah, so practice virtue at its
highest level. Anyone from among you who becomes slothtul
will be cast out of the Jama‘at like a foul thing and will die in
sorrow and will be able to do no harm to Allah. [ give you the
good news that your God truly exists. All are His creatures,
but He chooses the one who chooses Him. He comes to the
one who goes to Him. He bestows honour upon him who
honours Him. (Kashi-e-Nih, Riahdni Khazd'in, vol. 19, p. 15)

Then the Promised Messiah® says:

What we need to do is to please Allah. That requires sincerity,
truthfulness, and fidelity, not that the efforts of our Jama‘at be
limited to mere verbiage. When Allah iz pleased with us, He
puts blessings in our affairs and opens the doors of His grace
and blessings.... This narrow gate—the mate of ruthfulness
and fidelity—is not easy to cross. We can never be boasttul
that we start receiving dreams or revelations and thus we sit
idly and refrain from utmost striving. Allah the Almighty does
not like that.... (Al-Badr, vol., 3, No. 18-19, May 8-16, 1904,
p. 10}

Then he says:

Every true believer passes through such circumstances. If he
becomes His with sincerity and fidelity, Allah becomes his

18
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friend. But if the structure of faith is weak, there are dangers.
We have no knowledge of the secrets of anvbodys heart. .. but
anyone who totally belong to God receives His protection.
Although He is the God of evervone, He manifests especially
to those who hand themselves over to God. To hand oneself
over to God means that the self be rotally demolished and
nothing should remain of it. That is why I tell my Jam3‘at
again and again that they should take no pride in taking the
pledge. If the heart is not purified, there is no merit in placing
their hands in mv hand.... But anvone who makes a true
pledze attains forgiveness of even major sins and receives a

new life. (Malfizdt, new edition, val. 3, p. 65)

Those Who Belong to the Promised
Messiah* Cannot be Separated From Him

Then the Promised Messiah® says:

He who does not wish to follow me can depart from me. [ do
not know how many terrible and thorny forests [ may have to
cross. Why do those who are tender-footed put themselves to
trouble with me? Those who are mine will not depart from
me, neither on account of misfortune, nor in consequence of
the vilification of people, nor through heavenly trials and trib-
ulations. Those who are not mine, vain are their affirmations
of friendship, for they will soon be separated from me and
their last state will be worse than their first. Shall we be afraid
of earthquakes; shall we become frightened by trials in the
cause of Allah? Can we be separated by any trial that comes
from our Beloved Allah? Certainly not, bur only through His

]
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grace and mercy. Those who wish to depart may do so; we
bid them farewell. But they chould remember that after
thinking ill and cutting asunder, if they should again incline
towards me, such inclination would not receive the honour
from God as is bestowed upon the faithful, for the stain of ill-
thinking and treachery is a big stain. {Amwdr-nl-Tslam, Riahdni
Ehazd'in, vol. 9, pp. 23-24)

Steadfastness

One hundred years ago, two elders of the Jami‘at demon-
strated perfect fidelity and steadfastness. They were true to
their pledge, very true. They were enticed with difterent
kinds of attractions to break the pledge, but these princes of
steadfastness paid no attention to them and remained true to
their pledge. The Promised Messiah® has paid excellent
tribute to them. They are Sihibzidah Sayyed “Abdul Latf
Shahid™ and “Abdur-Rahmin Khian™. 1 present an excerpt
from the Promised Messiah®:

Ponder with faith and fairness that it a Jami‘at were based
entirely on deceit, falsehood, and trickery, could its members
demonstrate such steadfastness and valour that they should not
forsake this path, accept being trampled under stones and—
not worrving about their wives and children—offer their lives
despite the repeated promises of release on conditdon of
renouncing bai‘at? Sheikh ‘Abdur-Rahmin™ was slaughtered
in Kabul in the same manner. He made no protest nor begged

for release by renouncing bai ‘at.
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This alone is the sign of a true faith and a true Dnam.
When someone attains a true understanding and the heart is
permeated with spiritual sweetness, such a person does not
fear being killed in this path. Of course, those whose faith is
skin-deep, and faith has not permeated their limbs and veins,
can turn apostate like Judas Iscariot. There are examples of
such apostates in the life of every Prophet. Thanks to Allah
that a large party of the faithful is with me; every one of

them is a sign for me. This is the Grace of my Lord.
b Tt s B0 et waw o Fa na® L
J‘Jﬁmuljﬁm;jﬁ »—Lh-')

13y Shady

-

Translation:

O my Lord, You are mv Paradise, and Your Mercy is my
protection, and Your signs are my nourishment and Your

(Grace 1= my mantle.
{Hagigat-ul-Walyi, Rihdnt Khazd" o, vol. 22, pp. 360-361)

The history of the Ahmadiyyah Muslim Jama‘at over the last
one hundred years bears witness that such examples of faith-
fulness and fidelity have been repeatedly demonstrated.
There were losses of lives and property. There were martyr-
doms. Children were killed in the presence ot fathers, and
fathers were killed in the presence of children. Then did
Allah—Who 15 the Greatest in rewarding faithfulness—
permit this blood to be spilled in vain? No. He showered
His Mercy upon their progenies in an unprecedented way.
Many of you who are present here or are spread in many
countries are personal witnesses to this. Indeed, many of you
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are the recipients of these blessings. This is a consequence of
the fidelity that you have shown towards Allah and the way
yvou remained true to the pledge of allegiance. When the
time of ease comes, do not forget this pledge of bai‘af nor let
your future generations forget it. Always remain faithtul to
the dear Allah, so that His blessings may continue to pour on
your future generations; transfer this relationship of fidelity
to the coming generations.
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CONDITION

That he/she shall refratn from following
un-Islamic customs and lustful inclina-
tions and shall completely  submit
himself/herself to the authority of the
Holy Qur'an; and that he/she shall
make the Word of God and the sayings
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad® his/
her guiding principles in every walk of

his /her life.

The Promised Messiah® admonishes us not to
follow the un-Islamic customs that people have added to their
taith because of the influence of the society in which they
live. These customs have been adopted from other religions.
For example, there are some frivolous customs during cele-
brations of marriage—like showing off the dowery given to
the bride by her groom’s family, or the gifts brought by them,
or publicly displaying the dowery given to the bride by her
own family. There is quite a show. Islam only enjoins hag mehr
|bride’s due right| to be publicly announced as a part of the

Maijlis Ansarullah, USA
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religious marriage ceremony. All other customs are frivolous.
First, when showing off the dowery from either side, those
who are well-off want to show that they are giving more than
their counterparts did in their marriage. All of this is worldly
competition and show.

These days, there are many among you whom Allah the
Almighty has blessed greatly after migration®. This is one of
the blessings of joining the Jama‘at of the Promised Messiah®.
It is a consequence of the sacrifices made by your forefathers
and a blessing resulting from the supplications offered by
them. Burt there are some who, instead of being thankful by
bowing before Allah the Almighty and spending in His way,
become a prey to self-exultation and demonstration by exces-
sive spending in marriages.

A lot of food is wasted in marriage celebrations and wali-
malis [reception given by husband after the marriage has been
consummated|. Many dishes are prepared for public display.
As a consequence, those who are not so well-off go into debt
in order to have bridal dowery to display publicly. Some
parents have to go into debt for fear of criticisms from their
in-laws that their daughter has not brought much dowery
with her. The groom’ family should fear Allah. Do not
permit your poor in-laws to go into debt in order to maintain
your own false sense of self-esteem because the claim vou
make is that you are Ahmadis and are committed to abide by
the ten conditions of bai ‘at.

63 The reference 15 to members of the Jamd'at who have
migrated from the rule of oppressive Islamic governments to
western countries for religious freedom.
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I have thus far briefly mentioned one custom during
marriage. If 1 elaborate upon the subject further, I can cite
many other prevailing customs during marriage ceremonies.

When the customs take root, their victim is blinded and
gradually comes fully into the grip of carnal desires, whereas
the pledge during bai‘ar is that he/she will safeguard
completely from the carnal desires and will be completely
subservient to the sovereignty of Allah and the Holy
Prophet™. What do Allah and His Apostle expect from us?
Omnly that we forsake frivolous customs and abide by the
commandments of Allah.

Allah the Almighty says in the Holy Qur'an:**

et g ek A s Lt (i ST el L
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But if they do not accept this invitation of vours, then know
that they only follow their own evil inclinations. And who is
more erring than he who follows his evil inclinations without

any guidance from Allah? Verily Allah guides not the unjuse
people.

In this verse Allah has given a very clear verdict that should
make us fearful: those who follow their vain desires will never
be rightly guided.

We claim that we have recognised and accepted the Imam
of the Age but despite taking a pledge with the Imam to
torsake all vain customs we are clinging to them. Everyone
should examine himself: Are we taking retrograde steps? If we
are true to the pledge and—tearing our Lord and eschewing

64, (al-Chasas, 28:51)
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carnal desires—we turn to our Beloved Allah and praise Him,
He gives us the glad tiding of Paradise.
As Almighty Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:"

LAl S0 o el 40 A D A U
Ry L e
But as for him who fears the station of his Lord, and restrains
his soul from evil desires, the Paradise shall surely be his home.

I will present a few ahadith pertaining to the topic of rituals
and customs.

Hadrat *Aishah™ has related that the Holy Prophet™ said, “An
innovation in religion which has nothing to do with martrers
of faith iz to be rejected and is unacceptable” (Safih Al-
Bul:hari, Kitab-us-Sulhi, Babu lzastalahii “ald sulhin jaurin)

Hadrat Jabir™ relates that the Holy Prophet™ addressed us and
his eves were showing redness, his voice became louder, and
he was very excited as if he was warning us of an invading
army. He said, “The enemy is about o attack you any time
during the day or night” He also said, ‘T and the Hour have
been sent in close proximity.” (He joined his two fingers to
demonstrate the closeness while he said this.) Then he added,
Mow [ tell vou that the best discourse is the Book of Allah
and the best guidance is the guidance given by Muhammad™
The most evil thing is to introduce innovations in religion;
and every innovation leads to error” (Salily Muslim, Kitab-ul-
Jumw“ari, Babu Takhfifis-Salati wal-Khutbah)

BA. (al-Miziar, 79:41-42)
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Hadrat “Amr Bin al-"Auf™ has narrated that the Holy
Prophet™ said, ‘The person who revives anv one of my sunnal
so that others start practicing it, he will reap the reward equal
to all those persons’ rewards who act upon that sunnal, and
their reward shall remain with them as well. The person who
introduces an innovation and others adopt it, he shall share in
the sins of all those who act on it, and their sins will remain
with them as well! (Swrano Ibn-e-Majah, Kitabul-Muogaddimah,

Bibu man Ahvi Sunnatan gad umitat)

Evolving Innovations
and Rituals Deserve to be Rejected

In short, the Holy Prophet® told us in the above-gquoted
ahadith that those innovations that have nothing to do with
faith, which take one away from faith, which disrespect the
commandments of Allah and His Apostle, are all worthy of
rejection. They are all useless and ought to be shunned. Stay
away from them because they will gradually corrupt faith.
You can see that innovations have taken a firm foothold in
other religions and have corrupted them. This, indeed, was
bound to happen because it was destined that Islam should
remain the only living faith. But if you make a close examina-
tion you will find that other religions such as Christianity—
despite being one religion—have made many local customs in
different countries as a part of faith in that country. We
observe the same phenomenon in Africa. When the path of
innovations is opened, new innovations continue to creep up.
The Holy Prophet™ has expressed grave concern and has
oiven severe warnings to those who create innovations in
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matters of religion. He was very concerned about it. A fiadith
relates thar he said, ‘I am terrified at the thought of you falling
prey to these innovations and lustful inclinations. I am afraid
that this may cause great harm to the religion and may lead
you astray!’

These days, you are living in Western societies that have
many customs and rituals of their own which can create
distance between vou and your religion and that can diminish
the beauty of Islamic teachings for you. The lustre of worldli-
ness is far more attractive: therefore, there is need for great
caution at every step. Instead of adopting their wrong
customs, we must present the beautiful teachings of Islam.
Each Ahmadi should possess such a strong character that
Western culture should have no effect on him/her whatso-
ever. For instance, women are enjoined to observe purdah |the
veil] according to Islamic teachings. It is in the interest of a
worman’s integrity that she artains a prominent status in society
due to the fact that she observes Islamic purdah. When a
woman observes purdah willingly and she herself tells others
the benefits of this Islamic injunction, it will have a far greater
impact on others as compared to men who propagate the
advantage of purdah in this society. Those women who
observe purdah acquire many more chances to perform tabligh
due to their unique prominence in society. This matter
requires great attention.

There exist many other social evils in Western society. To
adopt them merely because we live in this society and we feel
compelled to do so is, indeed, a worrisome situation. For
instance, it is wrong on your part to befriend someone who
consumes alcohol and to accompany him to a restaurant or a
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bar thinking that: *he would drink alcohol but I will drink
coffee or some other beverage.” Great caution is required. One
day, you may be influenced by him to try just one sip and
then God forbid, it becomes your habit to drink. Keep the
tollowing hadith of the Holy Prophet™ in mind:

Hadrat Abfi Barzah™ relates that the Holy Prophet™ said, °1
fear that you may be tempted by the lusts of the flesh and
sexual cravings, and [ am afraid of the evil consequences of
sensual temptations.” (Musnadun Almadabni Hanbal, vol. 4.

p- 423, printed in Beirut)

The Promised Messiah® says:

Until a man truly endeavours and works hard, he cannot attain
the treasure of divine understanding which Islam contains and
which brings a death upon the life tainted by sin. Allah the
Almighty says very clearly:*
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It is easy for someone to boast that he believes in God, and
despite this claim, to lack altogether the impact caused by real

belief. Such a claim would be utter nonsense. Such people

have no regard for God, and God cares for them not. (Al-
Halzam, vol. 9, No. 29, August 17, 1905, p. 6)

fh. Bur as for him who fears to stand before his Lord, and
restrains his soul from evil desires, the Carden shall surely be
his home. (al-Nazi‘at, 7941-42)

109

Maijlis Ansarullah, USA

CIOMDITIONS OF BAFAT AND FUESPOMSIBILITIES OF AN ARIMADE

Then he says:

One who is fearful of standing before God and secures himself
against the selfish desires attains the station of Paradise. To
secure oneself against the carnal desires s the death of the ego.
By doing so, one can please God i this very world and
thereby attain Paradize. (Al-Badr, vol. 1, August 3, 1905, p. 2)

The Holy Qur’an is Our Guide
to Islamic Teachings

Refraining from unwanted customs and ritwals, and
restraining oneself from lustful inclinations, are indeed part of
Islamic teachings. To comprehend this teaching, we turn
towards the Holy Qur'an as our Guide. The truth of the
matter is that if a believer adopts the Holy Qur'an as the
source of guidance in his daily life, all his evils will start
vanishing automatically. His heart shall contain no lustful
desires because this is the pure Book which completes the
shari‘ah as a way of life. Keeping in view all facets of human
lite, Allah the Almighty revealed this Book to the pure heart
of the Holy Prophet™. And then whenever it was required,
the Holy Prophet™ expounded upon the teachings through
his practices, actions, and sayings. That is the reason why the
Promised Messiah® has instructed us to accept the Book as
fully binding upon us. 1 would, therefore, like to present
references from the Qur'an, the fadith and some writings of
the Promised Messiah™ with respect to this topic.
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Allah the Almighty says:"’
S G 3 S G

And indeed We have made the Holy Qur'an easy fo understand
amd to remember. But s there anyone who would receive
admoenition?

There is a ladith:

Hadrat Abfi Miis3 al-Ash‘ari™ relates that the Holy Prophet™
said, “The example of a believer who recites the Qurian and
acts accordingly is like that of a citron that tastes good and
smells good. And a believer who does not recite the Qur'an
but actz upon it is like a date, which is good in taste but has no
smell. And the example of a hypocrite who recites the Qur'an
is like the basil, which smells good, bur tastes bitter. And the
example of a hypocrite who neither recites the Qurian nor
acts upon it is like the colocynth, which tastes bitter and has
bad smell” {Sabih Al-Bukhai, Kitibu Fada"ilil-GQur'an, Babu
Ithmi man ra'a bi-Qird'atil-Qur'ani au ra’akkala bihi aw

fakhura bih)

The Promised Messiah™ says:

...the Holv Quran iz filled with deep points of wisdom. It
excels the Bible in everv way in teaching true goodness. In
particular, the lamp that shows the Real and Unchangeable
Allah is held by none other than the Qur'an. Allah knows how
many would have fallen victim to the worship of creatures if
(Jur'an had not been revealed. Thanks to Allah that the Unicy

67, [al-Clamar, 54:18)
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that had disappeared from the world has been re-established.
(Tohfah-e-Qatsariypah, Rialdnt Khazd'im, vol. 12, p. 282)

Your Life Lies in the Holy Qur’an

Then the Promised Messiah® says:

Do not leave the Holy Qurian as a forsaken thing because
therein lies vour life. Those who honour the Holy Qur'an will
be the honoured ones in Heaven. Those who give precedence
to the CQurian over every hadith and saying will be granted
precedence in heaven. There is no book for humanity on the
tace of the earth except the Qur'an; and there i no Messenger
and Intercessor for the children of Adam except Mubammad,
the Chosen one, may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him.
(Kashti-e-Niah, Raldni Khaza'in, vol. 19, p. 13)

The Promised Messiah™ also says:

The Holvy Qur'an attracts its true followers with its spiritual
qualities and inherent light. It illumines their hearts and then
manifests mighty signs to establish such a strong bond with
God as cannot be broken by a cutting sword. It opens the eye
of the heart and closes the dirty pond of sin. It grane che
blessing of delicious converse with Allah and grants knowl-
edge of the Unseen. It informs the supplicant of the accep-
tance of pravers. Anvone who opposes a true follower of the
Holy (Qur'an, is shown by the mighty signs of Allah the
Almighty that Allah is with His servant who follows His
Book. (Chashma-e-Ma'rifai, Rihant Khazd'in, vol. 23, pp.
308-309)
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Then he says:

Beware! Do not take a single step in contravention of Allah’s
teaching and the Guidance contained in the Qur'an. Verily, 1
tell you truly that whosoever evades even the least of the seven
hundred commandments embodied in the Holy Qur'an, he
slams the door of salvation upon himself. Only the Holy
Qur'an has opened the real and perfect paths of salvation; all
others were only its shadows. Therefore, you should study this
Holv Scripture with the utmost attention and deepest
thought; and vou should love it as you have never loved

anything else. For indeed, as God has conveyed to me:

All kinds of goodness in contained in the Qur'an—and this is
the truth. Unfortunate, indeed, are those who give preference
to other things over it. The Holy Qur'an is the fountainhead
for all vour success and salvation. There is not even a single
religious need that has not been provided for vou in this Holy
Book. On the Day of Judgement, the Holy Gur'an will artest
to or falsify vour faith; and apart from the Qur'an there i= no
other book under heavens that can provide you with guidance
without a reference to the Qur'an. It is, indeed, a great
blessing of God that He has bestowed a book like this upon
vou. Verily, I tell vou truly that the book that has been read to
vou, had it been read to the Christians, they would not have
perished; and the blessing and guidance that have been vouch-
safed upon vou, had they been extended to the Jews in place
of the Torah, some of their sects would not have ended up
denying the Day of Judgement. Realise, theretore, the value of

the blessing bestowed upon you. It is a precious blessing, and a
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great treasure. Without the Holy Qur'an, the whole world
would have been no better than a dirty clot of half-formed
tlesh. Indeed, it is a book compared to which all other sources
of guidance amount to nothing at all. (Kashti-e-Nigh, Rihani
Khazd“in, vol. 19, pp. 26-27)

Everyone of us should analyse as to what extent he loves the
Holy Qur’an and obeys its commandments and tries to prac-
tice them in his life. There are ways of manifesting love. The
most important thing for an Ahmadi is to make it obligatory
upon him to recite a minimum of two or three ki *** of the
Holy Qur’an regularly. Then, taking the next step, he should
read it with translation. By reciting the Holy Qurian daily
along with reading the translation, its beaurtiful teachings
subconsciously filter into the deep layers of the mind.
Another matter enjoined by the Promised Messiah® in the
sixth condition is to adopt the ordinances of Allah and His
Apostle as a code of life in every matter and to refer to them
whenever the need arises. This is not mere lipservice. If you
ponder over this directive, it will cause great concern. Allah
the Almighty says:™
,'.i‘-.,f.:.-iﬁ ot 3 0 ety A kel 133 Saang
S e 5 Rl N3350 e S
w;uw...b—-l}r.p- s ey .-,Lll.,
O ve who believe! obey Allah, and obey His Messenger and
those who are in authority over you. And if you differ in

B8, The Holy Quran is divided, for the convenience of recitation
into 30 parahs (parts), and each parah is divided into nilked ©
(9. (al-Nisi', 4:60)
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anything among yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger
if vou are believers in Allah and the Last Day. Thar is best and
most commendable in the end.

Again, He says:™

5 4 3 03
And obey Allah and the Messenger that vou may be shown
MErcy.

Again, He says:”’
S G A A i K7 S5 Vs
They ask thee concerning the spoils of wars. Say, *The spoils
belong to Allah and the Messenger. 5o fear Allah, and set

things right among vourselves, and obey Allah and His
Messenger, if you are believers.

In these verses, Allah the Almighty directs us to earnestly
obey His commandments and to practise them sincerely. We
are also instructed to act according to the explanation of these
commandments provided by the Holy Prophet™. Exhibit full
obedience to the appointed leaders and the organisation of
the Community; only then it can be said that you have truth-
fully fulfiled your dues to your bai‘at.

70. (Al-e- ‘Tmrdn, 3:133)
71, fal-Anfal, 8:2)

I will now present some afiddith on this subject.

Hadrat “Ubadah Bin As-Simit™ narrates, “We made a solemn
pledge at the hand of the Messenger of Allah on the condition
that we will pay heed to and obey all his directives whether we
like them or not! {Sahill Al-Bukhan, Kitabul-Abkim, Babu
Kaifa Yubayi‘ul-Imimun-Nas)

‘Abdur-Rahmian Bin “Amr As-Salami and Hadrat Hujr Bin
Hujr said, "We went to “Irbad Bin Sarivah™ who said, “One
day the Apostle of Allah led us in the morning Prayer, then
mave us a very effective and eloguent exhortation at which the
eves shed tears and the hearts became fearful. A man among
the audience said, " Apostle of Allah! It seems as if it were a
farewell exhortation! So, what injunction do vou give us?” He
then said, ‘I enjoin you to fear Allah, hear and obev even if
vour Amir |Leader] be an Abyssinian slave, for a time is
coming that those of yvou who live after me will see great
dizagreement. You must then follow my rightly puided
Khulafa® |caliphs] and me. Stick to it and hold fast to it. You
have to avoid innovations in the religion, for everv innovations
introduced in the name of religion is an undesirable one, and
every innovation is a manifest error.” (Sunai-ui-Tirmadhi,
Kitibul “Ilmi Babu mi Ji'a Fil-Akhdhi Biz Sunnah. Al:o

Smano Ab Dawid, Kitdb-us-Sunnati, Babu Luzfimis Sunnah)

We, the Ahmadis who claim complete obedience to the Holy
Prophet™ and declare our absolute faith, should always keep
this advice and the hadith in our minds.

Hadrat Anas™ narrates that the Holv Prophet™ said, “Whoever
; ) P
possesses the following three qualities will taste the sweet
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delight of faith: first, Allah and His Apostle become dearer to
him than anvthing else. Second, he loves a person only for the
sake of Allah's love! Third, he hates to revert to disbelief as he
hates to be thrown into the fire!” (Sahih Al-Bubhdnd, Kidbul-
Tman, Babu Halawatil Tman)

The Promised Messiah™ says:
Look, Allah the Almighty says in the Holy Qur’an:™

A L A A e i 0 1

The only way to please Allah the Almighty is to be fully
obedient to the Holy Prophet™; and there is no other way that
will lead you to the communion with God. The final objec-
tive of man should alwavs be to find the One God who is
without any partner. He should shun associating anyone with
God and indulging in innovations! He should be obeying the
Messenger™ and not following his personal lusts and base
desires. Listen, | say it again: Man cannot succeed in any other

way but by treading the true path of the Messenger™ of Allah.

We have only one Messenger™; and only one Holy Qur'an
was revealed to that Messenger™—obeying whom we can find
God. The innovations introduced by the present day fugard
|hermits] and the methods of duriid and wazd'if [praver incan-
tations| invented by the leaders of the hermitages are all a tool
that leads a man astray. Stay away from them. These people
have tried to break the Seal of the Prophets and in a way have
made a different shari ah. You should remember that the key

72, Say, *If you love Allah, follow me: then will Allah love vou...
(Al-e-‘Imwin, 3:32)
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for opening the door of Allah’s blessings and grace is only to
adhere to the injunctions of the Holv Qur'an and to follow
the Holy Prophet™ and to establish Prayver and keep fasting in
the established manner. That person is lost who adopts any
new path instead of following those established ways. That
person shall end up dving in failure who does not comply
with the dictates of Allah and His Messenger and walks diver-
gent paths. (Malffizdt, new edition, vol. 3, pp. 102-103)

The Promised Messiah® again says:

Almighty Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:™
1 (] B A § o o 01 6

The only way to please Allah the Almighty is to be fully
obedient to the Holy Prophet™. It is a common observation
that people have become a slave to and are entangled in
various kinds of customs. When someone dies, instead of
praving for the deceased, az they should, they perform
various rituals that are innovations. These customs are
contrary to the teachings of the Holv Prophet™. Carrying
them out is disrespectful to him in the sense that his
teachings are not considered to be sufficient and final.
Otherwise, there was no need to introduce these customs.
(Malffizdt, new edition, vol. 3, p. 316)

73, Bay, °If vou love Allah, follow me: then will Allah love you. ..
(Al-e-Imrin, 3:32)
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Then he says:

This temporary life will come to an end—whether spent in
constrained circumstances or times of ease. Bur the matter of
the Hereafter is very hard. It is an everlasting abode that has no
end in time. If one goes to that life in a condition that one's
affairs with Allah are straight, and the fear of Allah had over-
powered one’s heart, and with repentance from sins, he had
secured himself from evervthing that Allah has designated as
sin, the Grace of Allah will guide him. He will be pleased with
his Lord, and his Lord will be pleased with him. But if one
does not do so and spends this life in heedlessness, his end is
dangerous. Therefore, at the time of barar, make a firm deter-
mination of what bai‘at is and what benefits it provides. If it is
done merely for worldly objectives, it is useless. But if it is for
the sake of faith and pleasure of Allah, then it is blessed and
carries its real aims and objectives. It can be hoped that it will
provide all the benefits that the true bai‘ar provides. (Malfiazar,
vol. &, p. 142)

May Allah enable us to accept the Promised Messiah® as the
Imam of this Age from the core of our heart! With great pain
and care he wanted to prepare a Jama‘at for establishing the
Kingdom of God and His Messenger, and advised us with
anguish in his heart. May Allah make vs deserving of what he
wanted us to be, and may we tully comply with all the condi-
tions of the pledge of bai‘at. May we act upon them, and
always keep them before our eyes. No action of ours should
make us guilty of contradicting the teachings of the Promised
Messiah®, and we should always be examining our deeds. May
Allah the Almighty help us.

11%
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Today, with the grace of Allah the Almighty, after du‘a’ this
Convention™ will reach its end. May we for the entire year,
indeed for the entire life, be the recipients of the blessings and
spiritual benefits of this Convention. May Allah cultivate and
maintain the bond of love in our coming generations for
Allah, His Messenger, the Promised Messiah® and Ehilafar.
May Allah expose not our past shortcomings and sins, and
may He forgive us, and may He, out of His sheer Grace, keep
us among the Jama‘at of His dear ones. Our Allah! You are
Forgiving and Merciful. Forgive our sins. Take mercy on us.
Take us under the cover of Your forgiveness and mercy. Never
allow us to depart from You. Amin, yd Rabbal “Alamin™]

74. Reference is to the Annual Convention of the Ahmadiyyah
Muslim Jami‘at, Cermany, on August 24, 2003,
75, Accept our supplication, O Lord of All the Worlds.
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That he/she shall entirely give up pride
and vanity and shall pass all his/her life
in humbleness, cheerfulness, forbearance
and meekness.

{From the Friday sermon delivered at Frankfurt, Germany,
on Angust 29, 2003, in which seventh and eighth conditions

of bai ‘at were discussed in detail, |

Next to Shirk, There is no Aftliction
Like Arrogance

After exhibiting his pride, Satan had decided from the very
beginning that he would try his utmost to hinder men from
becoming true servants ot Allah. He had made up his mind to
entrap mankind through various ways. Even when man
would perform a virtuous act, Satan would make him self-
conceited, and thus through his personal vanity and egotism,
he could be led to be proud and arrogant. This sense of pride
would, in the end, make man lose the reward of his virtuous

Maijlis Ansarullah, USA
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act. Satan himself disobeved Allahs command due to his
personal vanity. Therefore, from day one, through the use of
this very tool in its various forms, he resolved to lead man
astray from the right path. Only the servants of the Gracious
God., who are His special servants and are engaged in His
worship, generally remain unharmed of Satan’s attack. Other-
wise, it is through the trap of pride that Satan usually succeeds
in holding mankind in his captivity.

Ome must not take it lightly that we accepted the condition
at the time of making bai‘at that we would not indulge in
pride and vanity. Give up arrogance in its entirety. It is not
easy. Arrogance has many diverse forms. Satan attacks
mankind utilising different methods. It is an extremely terri-
fving state! Actually, it is only through the Grace of Allah that
one can be saved from it. Therefore, in the seventh condition,
the Promised Messiah® also introduced a way to obtain Allah’s
Graces. He said if we try to break away from the habit of arro-
gance, but do not fill in the emptiness with humility and
meekness, then arrogance would attack us again. Therefore,
adopt humbleness! Allah the Almighty loves the way of
humility,  The Promised Messiah® himself demonstrated
humbleness to such an extent that it has no parallel. Thar is
the reason that Allah the Almighty was so pleased with him
that He said to him in a revelation: (Urdu) ‘He liked your
humble ways!” We claim to have made bai‘at with the
Promised Messiah®™, and we have accepted him as the Imam of
the Age. Therefore, it is all the more important for us to adopt
this moral quality.
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Man has no reason to show arrogance and haughtiness. In
the Holy Quran Allah the Almighty says:™
SRR (P R NEC RSP S N
Yl Jiadh
And walk not in the earth haughtly, for thou canst not rend
the earth, nor canst thou reach the mountains in height.

This verse makes it clear that man has no position at all to
strut about. What is it that he is so proud of? Some people
think they are the kings of the time. They do not wish to
come out of their limited circle. Remaining within their
limited circles, they think of themselves as something grand. 1
am going to give the example of the smallest circle—that of
domestic circumstances. It is truly alarming to see how
savagely some men mistreat their wives and children. Some
crirls write to me telling me they have now become adults, but
since their childhood they have been witnessing the oppres-
sive treatment of their fathers towards their mothers and
themselves, but now they cannot tolerate it any more. They
used to hide in their rooms as soon as their father entered the
house. If their mother or anyone of them happened to say
anything against his likings, the father was so cruel that he
would beat them. It is only arrogance that has turned fathers
like this to commit such extremities. Most of them keep a
nice posture outside their homes and people think no one is
as noble as those persons. Thus, the outsiders have a favour-
able opinion about them. But there are some who keep an

76, (Bani Lra'tl, 17:38)
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arrogant attitude both inside and outside of their homes, and
their condition is obviously well known to all. Consequently,
on coming of age, the children of such ill-mannered and arro-
gant men, especially their sons, show a reaction to their
father’s cruelty to their mothers, sisters or themselves. They
start contfronting their father, and when the time comes when
the father becomes weak in his old age, they take their
revenge. There are several circles in society, and the circle of
domestic atfairs is only one of them. There is also a social
circle outside the home. It you take a survey, you will contin-
uously discover such examples of arrogance in all these circles.

The extreme form of arrogance is found in the wider circle:
due to arrogance some nations, countries, and governments
look down upon the rest. They despise poor nations and
countries. Today, this is a major cause of disorder and trouble
in the world. If the arrogance is eliminated, disorder shall
disappear, but the arrogant nations and governments do not
realise that when Allah decides to break the disdainful attitude
of the haughty, they disappear forever from the face of the
earth.

Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:”

G Yl § 150 1T B Y e S aad S
R
s Jesa 1
And do not puff up vour cheek before men in pride nor walk
in the earth haughtly; surely, Allah loves not any arrogant
boaster.

77, (Lagman, 31:19)
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As 1s evident from this verse, Allah says that we should not
walk around displaying pride and arrogance. The proud
people have a special style of their own. Allah does not like a
stift-necked person walking around. Some people habitually
stand proudly in front of their subordinates, but they show
humbleness in front of their superiors. The evil of hypocrisy is
evident in such persons. Thus, the trait of arrogance breeds
many other evils; slowly and gradually all paths of virtue are
fully closed. Such persons drift away from religion and also
from the Nizdm-e-Jomd‘at |Organisation of the Jama'at]. As
their arrogance increases, they move further away from the
nearness and blessings ot Allah and His Messenger.
It is mentioned in one hadith:

Hadrat Jabir™ narrated thar the Holy Prophet® zaid, "On the
Day of Judgement the dearest to me, the closest to me, shall be
those who are the best in good morals. And those among vou
shall be most severely under the wrath and farthest from me
who are tharthdr, those who are foul-mouthed and wvain
babblers; murashaddig, those who talk making wry faces and
distend their cheeks; and mutfailiig! The Companions™ asked,
‘0 Messenger of Allah! We know the meaning of tharthdr,
and matazhaddig, but who are the mmtfaibhig? He replied,
*Mutfailiig are those who speak haughtily, arrogantly) (Sunan-
ui-Tirmadhi, Abwib-ul-Birri was-Silah. Babu fi Ma‘alil
Akhliqg)

Hadrat Ibn-e-Mas'0id™ narrated that the Holy Prophet™ said,
“Three things are the roots of every sin. One should avoid

them. Refrain from arrogance because it was due to arrogance
that Satan was instigated not to prostrate to Adam. Second,
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stay away from greed because it was greed that made Adam eat
the fruit of the forbidden tree. Third, avoid jealousy because it
was out of jealously that one of Adam’s sons killed his brother!
(Ar-Rizalah Al-Qushairippah, Bab-ul-Hasadi, p. 79

Hadrat ‘Abdullih Bin Mas'ad™ narrated thar the Holy
Prophet™ said, ‘One whose heart has arrogance as little as a
small grain will not be allowed to enter Paradise” Cme man
said, ‘O Prophet of Allah! Man wishes to be well-dressed, to
have good shoes on, and to look good.” The Holy Prophet™
replied, “This is not arrogance,” adding, “Allah the Almighty is
Elegant and likes elegance, that is, He likes beauty. Feal arro-
mnce i= when man rejects what is true, considers people
lowly, holds them in contempt and treats them badly! (Sahil
Muslim, Kitib-ul-Tman, Babu Tahrimil-kibri wa Bayanihi)

Another tradition relares that:

Hadrat Abfi Hurairah™ narrated that the Holy Prophet™ zaid,
‘Heaven and Hell had a discussion and argument. Hell said
that great oppressors and haughty people entered in it; Heaven
said that weak and meek people entered in it. On this Allah
the Almighty =aid to Hell, “You are the manifestation of My
punishment. Through yvou [ punish whomsoever [ wish” And
He said to Heaven, “You are the manifestation of My mercy. |
erant mercy on whomsoever [ please through you; and both
of vou shall have your full share that may belong to voul”
(Safih Muslim, Kitib-ul-Jannati wa Sifati Ni‘amiha wa Ahliha,
Bibun-MNirl  vadkhuluhal-Jabbarfina  wal-Jannatu  vadkhu-
luhad-Tuaat’a)
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May Allah make it so that each Ahmadi seeks mercy from
Allah the Almighty by treading on the path of humility,
meekness and civility, and becomes worthy of Allah’s Paradise,
and may each home be free from the sin of arrogance.

A hadith recounts that:

Hadrat Ab@ Sa'1d Khudri™ and Hadrat Abi Hurairah™ related
that the Holy Prophet™ said, *Honour is the garment of Allah
the Almighty and grandeur is His mantle. Allah the Almighty
says, “Therefore, [ shall punish him who attempts to snatch
them from Me”" (Salih Muslim, Kitab-ul-Birri was-Silah,
Bibu Tahrimil-Kibr)

Arrogant Shall Never Enter Paradise

So, in the long run, arrogance incites man to confront Allah.
When Allah the Almighty has decreed that He shall not
torgive one who associates partners with Him, then how can
one who claims to be god-like be pardoned? It was indeed
arrogance that created people in the mold of the Pharaoh.
You have read about the end that these Pharaoh-like people
met and have also witmessed some in this age. It is indeed a
cause for fear; each Ahmadr should try and avoid even the
slightest particle of arrogance because it tends to spread and
completely engulf man. Allah the Almighty has given us this
warning, “This s My mantle; I am Lord of all the worlds,
Grandeur belongs to Me; accept it and show humility. It you
try to cross these lines, you shall be punished. Even if you
have arrogance only equal to a grain, punishment is in your
tate.” In conjunction with this warning, however, a glad riding
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is also given. Allah says, ‘I shall save you from the torment of
Fire if you have the slightest degree of faith.” as is mentioned
in a hadith:
Hadrac ‘Abdullah™ narrates that the Holy Prophet® said,
‘Ome whose heart has arrogance only equal to a grain will
not enter Paradise and one whose heart has faith only equal
to a grain will not enter Fire! (Sumano Ibn-e-Mdijah, Al-
Mugaddimah, Bibu Fil-Tman, Hadith No. 39)

The Promised Messiah® says:

I tell you truly that on the Day of Judgement after “shirk™—
associating partners with Allah—there will be no evil like
arrogance. It s an evil that disgraces man in both the worlds.
Divine mercy redresses everyone who believes in the Unity of
God, but not the arrogant. Satan, too, claimed to believe in
One God; however, he was arrogant and contemptuous
towards Adam whom God loved. Satan criticised him and was
ruined, and the yoke of curse hung around his neck. So, the
first sin for which a person was eternally ruined was indeed
arrogance. (A mah-e-Kamdlit-e-Islam, Rihint Khazd'in, vol. 5,

p. SUE)

He goes on to say:
If yvou have any element of arrogance, hypocrisy, conceit, or
indolence, then vou are not worthy of acceptance. Do not
deceive yourselves over a few things, in that you have achieved
what vou could. because God wishes that your entire being

should go through a complete revolution. He demands a death
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from you, after which He shall give vou life. (Kashii-e-Niilr,
Rilini Khazd'in, vol. 19, p. 12)

Deep Connection
Between Arrogance and Satan

The Promised Messiah™ then says:

Indeed, there are people who, although hundreds of thousands
of ranks below those of Prophets of God (peace be on them
all) grow arrogant when they have offered the Salit for a
couple of days. Similarly, rather than be purified by fasting and
performing  Hajf, thev develop conceit and arrogance.
Feemember, arrogance comes from Satan and makes one
satanic. Until man keeps away from it, it becomes an impedi-
ment in the acceptance of truth and beneficence of the
Divine. Arrogance should not be adopted in any way at all,
not with regard to knowledge, not with regard to wealth, not
with regard to high rank, not due to caste, ancestry and
lincage; for it is mostly due to these things that arrogance
develops. Unless one purifies oneself from these conceits one
cannot be esteemed in the sight of Allah the Almighty. One
cannot be granted the cognizance of God that burns the
worthless emotional elements, for thizs [conceit] belongs to
Satan, and Allah the Almighty does not like it...

The Promised Messiah® is stating that there are a few basic
activities that should be avoided. Some people consider them-
selves most virtuous atter saying the Salit for a few days; they
adopt a strange serious facial expression exuding pride. You
must have come across certain long-robed individuals with
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tashih [rosary| in hand coming out of mosques. Their
demeanour exhibits pride and haughtiness. Thank God, the
Ahmadiyyah Muslim Jama‘at is free from such long-robed
individuals. On their return from Hajj, there is tremendous
propaganda. Such people fast for appearances. Their visits to
perform Hujj are also for show. It is all done to feign superi-
ority so that people may say that such a person is virtuous,
fasts a lot, is a hajji, and is most pious. All these ostentations
stem out of arrogance, or arrogance develops from these
ostentations.

The Promised Messiah™ also says that some people are arro-
gant because of their caste or lineage: ‘so and so is lower
status; how could he be equal to them? The Promised
Messiah® stated thar arrogance is of many kinds that rake you
away from the cognizance of Allah the Almighty, away from
His nearness, and thereby in the trap of Satan.

Again, the Promised Messiah™ says:

Thus, in my opinion, this is a fine way to be purified. It is
impossible to find a better way than to discard arrogance and
pride of any sort—about learning, family or wealth. When a
person is granted insight by God, he can see that every light
descends from heavens and helps remove all forms of darkness.
Man s always in need of heavenly light. Even the eve cannot
see without the heavenly light of the sun. Similarly, the
internal light that removes every kind of darkness and in its
place generates the light of faqud and purity also comes down
from the heavens. 1 tell vou truly that a2 man’s righteousness,

faith, and purity all descend from the heavens. It all depends
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on the special grace of Allah. If He wills He bestows it; and if
He wills He takes it away.

Thus, real cognizance is indeed that man should consider
his “self” deeply humble and most insignificant and should
seck Allah’s grace with humility and meekness by falling
prostrate at the Divine threshold. He begs for that light of
cognizance, which destrovs passions of the “self” and develops
a light within and bestows a power and enthusiasm for
virtues. Then, if with Allah’s Grace he finds this share and at
some time acquires a clearer insight or strong conviction, he
must not feel pride and conceit. Rather, he should further
develop in his humility and submission, for the more insig-
nificant he deems himself, the greater will be the experiences
and divine light from Allah that will provide him with [spiri-
tual] light and power.

If a man holds fast to this belief, then it is hoped that with
the grace of Allah, his moral conditon shall be good. To
think high of oneself in the world is also arrogance and
brings about the same consequences. It grows o a point that
man curses others and holds them in contempt. (Malfiizdt,

new edition, vol. 4, pp. 212-213)

He then states:

Arrogance iz a most dangerous disease. Whoever develops this
meets spiritual death. | know most certainly that this disease is
worse than murder. An arrogant person turns into Satan’s
brother because it was arrogance alone that disgraced Satan.
Therefore, it is a prerequisite for a believer that he should not
have arrogance; rather, he is required to have humility and

meekness. Those who are divinely appointed have humility of
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the highest order. The Holy Prophet™ had this quality more
than anvone else. One of his servants was asked as to how he
was treated. He replied that the truth was that he was served
by the Holy Prophet™ more than he served him.™

(ot s <S3 3 i J1 o s J6 oo o)

(Malfiizat, new edition, vol. 4, pp. 437—-438)

Arrogance is Most Displeasing
in the Sight ot Allah

Again, the Promised Messiah® says:

...l admonish mv Jama‘at to shun arrogance because arrogance
is most loathsome to Allah, the Lord of Glory. You may not
perhaps fully realise what arrogance iz, So learn it from me
because [ speak with the spirit of Allah.

Evervone who looks down upon his brother because he
considers himself to be more learned, wise, or more accom-
plished is arrogant. He is arrogant because, instead of consid-
ering God to be the Fountainhead of all wisdom and
knowledge, he considers himself to be something. Does God
not have the power to derange him mentally and instead
grant superior knowledge, wisdom, and dexterity to his
brother whom he considers inferior? Likewise he too is arro-
gant who thinks of his wealth or high status and looks down
upon his brother. He is arrogant because he has ignored the
tact thar it i= God who has bestowed this status and grandeur

78 Bless © Allah Mubammad and his people and grant them
Thy bounties and peace.
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on him. He is blind and does not realise that God has power
to afflict him with such misfortune as would all of a sudden
cast him to the lowest of the low; and again. He has the
power to bestow greater wealth and prosperity upon that
brother of his whom he considers small. Yet again, that
person is arrogant who is proud of his superior bodily health,
or of his handsomeness, or good looks, or strensth, or
prowess, and scornfully makes fun of his brother and teases
him and addresses him with derisive names, not satisfied with
this he advertises his physical defects. It is so becavse he is
unaware of the existence of a2 God Who possesses power to
suddenly afflice him with such bodily defects as mav leave
him much worse than his brother.

Similarly, the person who relies on his own strength, and
negleces to supplicate to God, is arrogant. This is because he
has not recognised divine strengths and powers and instead
considers himself to be something. Theretfore, O dear ones,
remember all this lest you are deemed arrogant in the sight of
Allah in some manner and you are unaware of it. A person
who corrects 2 wrong word of his brother with arrogance has
also partaken in arrogance. A person who does not wish to
listen to what his brother has to sav with civility and turns his
face away has also partaken of arrogance. He who feels
disgust for a poor and needy brother who sits next to him has
also partaken of arrogance. A person who looks with derision
and ridicule at one who prays has also partaken from arro-
mnce. Cme who does not wish to be completely obedient to
God’s appointee and Prophet also partakes of arrogance. One
who does not listen actentively to Gods appointee and
Prophet and does not read his writings with care also partakes
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of arrogance. Therefore, try to rid yourselves of any portion
of arrogance in vou lest you be destroyed and so that vyou,
along with vour family, attain salvation. Turn to God, love
Him as much as it is possible to love someone in this life and
tear your God as much as one may fear someone in this
world. Be of pure heart and pure intention and meek,
submissive and harmless so that you may be shown mercy.
{Naziil-nl-Masih, Rihani Khazd'in, vol. 18, pp. 402403}

The other part that has been stated in this condition is that
one shall spend his life in lowliness, humbleness, cheerfulness,
forbearance and meekness. As | mentioned earlier, if you try
to free your heart and mind of arrogance, manage to free it,
then most necessarily you would have to inculcate a higher
quality, a higher characteristic, a higher attribute in you or
else Satan would repeat his onslaught, for it is his task not to
leave you alone. That quality is of humility and meekness. It is
not possible for arrogance and meekness to co-exist. Arrogant
people are always deriding and mocking humble people who
are servants of the Gracious God. When confronted with such
people you are not to adopt their attitude; rather, you are to
abide by this commandment of Allah the Almighty:™
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And the servants of the Cracious Cod are those who walk on

the earth in a dignified manner, and when the ignorant address
them, they say, ‘Peace!

79, (al-Frrgan, 25:64)
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Hadrat Abfi 5a‘id Khudd™ narrates that the Holy Prophet™
said, “Anvone who adopts a degree of humilicy, Allah will
elevate his status to a degree so much so that he will be
eranted a place in ‘Wiypin [i.e., the lighest of the high|. And the
one who shows arrogance in front of Allah and adopts a
degree of vanity, Allah will lower his spiritual status to such a
degree so much so that He will make him reach Asfal-us-
Sifilin [the lowest of the low| (Musnadu Ahmadabni Haitbal,
Bigi Musnadil Mukthirina minas-Sahibah, Musnadu Abi
Sa'1d al-Khudri)

There is another tradition we should also keep in mind as
with respect to mutual matters and dealings.

Hadrat AbG Hurairah™ narrates that the Holy Prophet™ said,
“Wealth does not decrease when it is spent in the way of Allah,
and the extent to which a servant of God forgives another,
Allah the Almighty increases his honour likewise. The more
humility and humbleness one adopts, the greater is the starus
one is granted by Allah the Almighty! {Salilh Muslon, Kitab-
ul-Birri was-Silah, Babu Istihbabil “Afwi Wat-Tawidu'i)

So each Ahmadi should adopt the habit of forgiving each

Your safety is to leave the company of such persons by saying

o , f " other. This would elevate one’s status in the Hereafter, and
salam’ to them. It is better for you because your spiritual

Allah the Almighty shall continue to increase one’s honour in
this world as well. Allah the Almighty does not leave anything
that 1s done for His cause without a reward.

levels will be raised, and the opponents will be falling among
the lowest of the low.
Again, it 1s narrated in fadith:

Hadrat Abfi Hurairah™ narrated that the Holy Prophet™ said, Status of the Meek in the Eyes
Your wealth does not decrease by giving sadagal [charity]. of the Holv Pl‘Dpth Muhammad®
And the more a person forgives others, the more Allah grants ’
him honour; the more a person adopts humility and humble- How great was the status of the meek in the eyes of the Holy
ness, the more Allah raises his starus. (Salhil Muslim, Kitib-ul- Prophet™ might be determined by this fuadith:

Birri was-$ilah, Babu Istihbabil "Afwi Wat-Tawadu'i) Hadrat Abfi Sa‘td Khudri™ narrates with reference wo the

‘Ivad Bin Himir al-Mujiashi‘t™ narrated that the Holy Holy Prophet™ that he loved the meek. Hadrat AbT Sa‘id
Prophet™ said, "Allah has revealed to me that you should adopt Khudri™ said that he heard the Holy Prophet™ praying:
humbleness to the extent that no one shows his pride to the

oSl B B s S el i et gl

others and no one commits any act of aggression against

another! (Salih Muslim, Kitab-ul-Jannati wa Sifati Na'imiha O Allah keep me alive in a state of meekness, give me death in
Wa Ahliha, Babus-Sifitllaci yo'arafu biha fid-Dunyi Ahlul- a state of meekness, and raise me from among the group of the
o ' meek.

Janmnati Wa Ahlun-Nar, Hadich No. 7210)
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COMITIONS OF BAFAT AWD FLESFONSIBILITIES OF AN AHMADE

{Sunane  Ibn-e-Mijah, Kitibfz-Zuhd, Babu Mujilasatil-
Fugarid'i)

Thus, you should watch what vou do at all times. (Malfiizas,
new edition, vol. 3, p. 370)

Thus, each Ahmadi should adopt the same path and should He also states:

tread the ways on which our master the Holy Prophet™ was.
Each Ahmadi should try and be counted among the meek,
tor the pledge of bai‘at states that, I shall spend my life in
meekness.”

It is narrated in one tradition:

Hadrat Abi Hurairah™ narrates that, ‘Hadrat Ja'far™ Bin Abi
Talib used to love the meek and needy. He would sit in their
gatherings and would talk to them, and the meek and needy
would talk to him. Therefore, the Holy Prophet™ would call
Hadrat Ja'far™ with the title of “Abnl Masilzin [ie., the father

It was an essential requirement for ahle-fagud [righteous
people] that they spend their life in poverty and meckness.
This iz a branch of fagwd by which we are to ward off the
unjustified anger. The last and most crucial stage for great
pious and honest people iz indeed to shun anger. Haughtiness
and conceit are borne out of anger, and similarly, anger is at
times a consequence of haughtiness and conceit. Anger is
aroused only when man gives preference to ones nafs [self]
over the other. {Report Jalsah Salinah, 1897, p. 49)

of the meek|! (Swnano Ihi-e-Majah, Kitabiiz-Zuhd, Babu He states:

Mujilasatil-Fugari'i)

The Promised Messiah™ says:

If yvou wish to find Allah the Almighty, seek Him near the
hearts of the meek. This is the reason Prophets of God
adopted meekness. Similarly, it is required that people of
bigger nations do not deride smaller nations; none should say
their ancestry is higher. Allah the Almighty states that when
you come before Me [ shall not enquire of you about vour
nation; rather, the question would be, what are your deeds?
Likewise, the Prophet™ of God said o his daughrer thar “O
Fitimah, Allah the Almighty shall not enguire into ones
lineage. If vou commit a wrong Allah the Almighey shall not
condone you because vou are the daughter of the Prophet.

137

If vou wish that God in heaven iz pleased with vou, then be
as if you are two brothers from one womb. The more
esteemed among vou is one who forgives the sins of his
brother, and wretched is one who is obstinate and does not
forgive. Such a person is not from me. {Kashti-e-Niih, Riildni

Khazd'in, vol. 19, pp. 12-13)
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CONDITION

That he/she shall hold faith, the honour

of faith and the cause of Islam dearer
than his/her life, wealth, honour, chil-
dren, and all loved ones.

The pledge to prefer faith over the world is a
pledge that everyone who is constantly linked with the
Jama‘at and attends meetings and {jtimd‘dt repeats over and
over again. Banners are set up at every ijtimd’, jalsah, etc.
Often, one of these banners displays the idea of giving prefer-
ence to faith over the world. Why has this matter been given
so much importance? Without it, faith cannot survive. It is
not an easy task to act upon this requirement. To achieve it,
one should constantly ask for Allah’s help. This high standard
can only be established with His grace. For us who are (with
the grace of Allah) in bai‘af of the Promised Messiah®, Allah
the Almighty has given the instruction in the Holy Qur'an:™
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And they were not commanded but to serve Allah, being
sincere to Him in obedience, and being upright, and to
observe Praver, and pay the Zakar. And that is the religion of
the peopie of the right path. .

By offering Saldt on time and in congregation, and by
spending in the cause of Allah and helping the needy, we can
establish ourselves upon the correct religion. Thus, we can
incorporate the teachings into our lives and enforce them in
our conduct; and when we worship Allah and act upon His
teachings, Allah the Almighty will give us the ability to do so.
He will strengthen our faith to such an extent that ourselves,
our ambitions, and our children will all appear insignificant in
comparison to our faith. So, when everything will be purely
for Allah the Almighty, and nothing will be considered our
own possession, then Allah will not let us go o waste. He
cuards the honour, protects the children, and puts His bless-
ings on such people. He enlarges their possessions, always
keeps them wrapped in His Mercy and Favour, and removes

all their fears. As Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:*

e 3 75 i 1 i 345 45 £ 25
SEpea)
May, whoever submits himself completely to Allah, while he 1s

excellent in conduct, shall have his reward with his Lord. No
fear shall come upon such, neither shall they grieve.

B0, (al-Bayyinah, 98:6)
81, (al-Bagarah, 2:113)
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Condition VI

Essence of Islamic Teachings

Then Allah says:*

a2

=8 - A - 'y Y ir oT i s Be, "6 0 5 4" 4 s
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And who 15 better in tarth than he who subnuts himself to
Allah, and he 1z 2 doer of good. and follows the religion of

Abraham, the upright? And Allah took Abraham for a special
friend.

In this verse, the essence of teachings of Islam is recorded.
One should be completely obedient and should follow the
commands of Allah with all his strengths. He should dedicate
himself to faith and be gracious. One should not fear that his
wealth or children would be wasted. Allah, Who is better than
anyone else in returning favours and in rewarding efforts, will
reward these actions Himself. As has been explained earlier,
He Himselt will protect his life, wealth, and honour. Allah the
Almighty does not let such people or their future generations
oo to waste.

Referencing the Qur'an, the Promised Messiah® says:®
e D G5 g ) Al o 345 4 L A0 5 4

]
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Whoever submits before God, dedicates his life in His path,

and iz eager to do righteous deeds shall get his rewards from

B2, (al-Nisa', 4:126)
H3. (al-Bagarah, 2:113)
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the fountainhead of nearness to God. There is neither fear
nor grief on such people. Whoever devotes all his faculties to
the path of God, and whoever is active doing truly righteous
deeds with his words, conduct, movements, standing, and his
entire life is purely for the sake of God, will have a special
reward. God will deliver him from fear and grief. (Sirdj-ud-
Din ‘[sa'T ke Chir Swilon ked Jawab, Riahdni Khazd'in, vol. 12,
P 344

It is narrated in a tradition:

Hadrat Mu'iwiyvah Bin Haidah al-Qushairi™ says while
narrating the story of his acceptance of Islam, °I reached the
Holy Prophet™ and 1 asked him, “What message has our Lord
given you for us, and what religion have vou brought?” He
zaid, “God has sent me with the religion of Islam.™ 1 asked,
“What is the religion of lslam?” Hudfr™ replied, “Islam is that
vou surrender your entire being to Allah, abandon all other
deities, establish Saldr, and give Zakdr”™ (1: Kanzul- Unondl Li
‘Aldiddin al-Muttagi al-Hindi Kitib-ul-Tmini wal-1slami min
OQismil-Afal. Wa fihi Arba‘atu Abwibin, Albabul awwalu,
alfasluth-thini fi Hagigatil-Islim. 2:  She ‘abul-Tmani  Lil-
Baihagi, As-Sadis was-Sittina min shuaabil-Tmani wa huwa
Bibun fi Mubi‘adatil-kuffiri  wal-Mufsidina  wal-ghilzati
‘Alaihim)

There is another tradition:

Hadrat Sufvin™ says that once 1 zaid, "0 Messenger of Allah,
tell me something of lslam after which I will not have to ask
anvone else and [ should be fully satisfied” Hudar™ replied,
You should say: “I believe in Allah the Almighty, then
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become firm on it, and stay on it with fortitude” (Sahil
Muslim, Kitab-ul-Tmin, Bibu Jami‘i Ausifil-Tslam)

What was the conduct of the Companions™ The following
incident is recorded in hadith. In the beginning, alcohol was
not forbidden in Islam. Companions™ would drink and
sometimes get intoxicated. But even in this state, faith and its
honour were dominant in their minds. They placed faith as

Living God depend. This is exactly what is called Islam, and
God now wants to revive this very Islam. To bring about this
great undertaking, it is essential that a grand enterprise that
would be effective in every aspect should be established by His
own initiative. So, the Wise and Powerful God did exactly that
by sending this humble one for the reformation of mankind.
(Fai-he-Islam, Riahint Khazd'm, vol. 3, pp. 10-12)

more important than all other things. When the command- Then he says:

ment prohibiting alcohol came, some people were sitting
together drinking and some were intoxicated. When they
heard of the prohibition, they acted upon it immediately.

Hadrat Anas Bin Malik™ narrates, ‘I was serving wine prepared
from dates to AbDi Talhah Ansari™, Abf “Ubaidah Bin Jarrah™
and Ubayy Bin Ka'ab™. Someone came and said alcohol has
been forbidden, and when Abii Talhah™ heard this he said to
Anas™, “Get up and break the containers of wine” Anas™ adds
that he got up and hit the containers with the bottom of the
stone vase and it broke them! (Sahih AlBukhid, Kitibu
Akhbarl-Ahadi, Bibu ma Ji'a fi Jjazati-Khabaril-Wihidis-
Sudiq)

Reevival of Islam
Demands a Ransom from Us

The Promised Messiah®™ says:
Revival of Islam demands a ransom from us, What is ie? [t is us
dying in this very path. This is the death upon which the lite
of Islam, the life of Muslims, and the manifestation of the

Until man becomes a servant of Allah with sincerity and
purity, it is hard to attain any rank. Allah the Almighty testifies
about Ibrahim:™

55 530 o
That [brihim is a man who lived up to his word. To cleanse
one’s heart in this manner, to fill it up with the love of Allah,
ta live according to the wishes of Allah, and to be an obedient
servant whose desires are in perfect harmony with the desires
of Allah, like a shadow. All of these things are achieved with
prayer. Saldt is for praying indeed, and one should pray at
every stage. But if one offers the Saldr as it he were asleep, and
does not know [the nature and importance of] Salit, then it is
not Saldt at all. ... Therefore, it is required that man should not
be lazy in offering the Saldt, nor should he be inattentive. If
our Community wishes to become a Jamad‘at, it should adopt a
type of death. It should avoid selfish matters and selfish

84, And of Abraham who fulfiled the commandwments.
[al-MNajm, 533:38)
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motives, and it should give Allah the Almighty priority over about God as about the snake, or the lightening, or the lion,
everything. (Mualffizdr, new editon, vol. 3, pp. 437-458) or the plague, then it is not possible for you to defy Him nor

to break the ties of sincerity and loyalty with Him. {Kashfi-e-
Means of Obtaining Salvation From Sin— Nih, Rilint Khazd'in, vol. 19, pp. 66—67)

Certainty of Faith The Promised Messiah® also said:

Then the Promised Messiah™ says: Perfect understanding is the root of fear, love and appreciation.
: . : : . Whoever is given the prefect knowledge is given the perfec-
O ve, the seckers of God: pay attention and listen. There is = ! e s P

. . - . . tion of fear and love as well. Whoever is given perfect fear and
nothing like certainty of faith. Certainty rescues one from sin. given perte

. . S lowe is given freedom from every sin that originates from reck-
Certainty gives one strength to do good. Certainty makes one st : st

. . . o lessness. For this salvation, we are not dependent on any
a true lover of Allah. Can one give up sin without certainty? ’ P !

- . . . blood, we are not in need of any cross, and we do not need
Can one desist from the desires of the flesh without o e - y CTOSS, -

o : R e any penance. Instead, we only need one sacrifice, the sacrifice
convincing manifestation? Can one find any satisfaction ’ ’ ;

. . . . of the “self”. Its need is felt by our conscience, and this sacri-
without certainty? Can one bring about a true change - - by - ' -

. o . : . fice iz named Islam. Islam entails putting out vour own neck
without certainty? Can one achieve true happiness without : ’

- for sacrifice. It means to put vour soul on the threshold of
certainty? Is there any such penance or ransom that can make pHE

) . . God with total willingness. This charming name is the soul of
one give up sin?... One should remember that without ’ sn = -

. o all revealed laws and the crux of all commandments. To put
certainty, one cannot come out of a dark life, nor can one

. L ) out one'’s neck to be sacrificed with real pleasure and content-
attain the Holy Spirit. Blessed are those who have been deliv- - L L T

L . ment requires perfect love and perfect devotion. Perfect love
ered from doubts and misgivings because they alone will be quires pertec 3 .

] - ) requires pertect understanding. Thus, the word Islam points to
delivered from sin. Blessed are those who have escaped uncer- 4 P = P

. . ' , the fact that true sacrifice needs perfect understanding and
tainty and doubt because they will get rid of sin. Blessed are - e perte - 5 i
perfect love. And it needs nothing else. (Lecture Lahore, Rihani

vou when vou are given the treasure of certainty because after
Khazd“in, vol. 20, pp. 131-1532)

that your sin will disappear. Sin and certainty cannot co-exist.

Would one put his hand in a hole in which he could see a May Allah the Almighty grant us the ability to act upon all

H I e % 1 .
poisonous snake? Can one stand at the place where stones rain these exhortations.

from a volcano, or where lightening strikes, or at the place of
attack of a vicious lion, or at a place where a deadly plague is
wiping out the human race? If vou have this much certaincy
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{From the Friday sermon delivered at the Fadl Mosque,
London, United Kingdow, on September 12, 2003, in
wihich sinth condition of bai ‘at was discussed in detail. |

The teachings of Islam are so beautiful that they have not left
any aspect of human life untouched. All of these favours of
Allah the Almighty demand that this teaching, which
descended on His dear Prophet™, be adopted as part of our
lives. We bear even greater responsibility as we have joined
and claimed to have joined the Jami‘at of the true lover and
servant ot the Holy Prophet™, and the Imam of this Age.
Thus, whereas Allah the Almighty has drawn attention
towards His worship and the discharge of one’s obligations
toward Him, He has also drawn the attention toward the
discharge of our obligations to humans. He has also
commanded us regarding the rights of different relatives and
relationships that need to be discharged. It is due to this
importance that the Promised Messiah™ mentioned in the
ninth condition of bai‘at kindness towards the creation of
Allah the Almighty and the obligations owed to them.
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CONDITION

That he/she shall keep himself/herself
accupied in the service of God's creatures
for His sake only and shall endeavour
towards the beneficence of mankind to the
best of his/her Ged-given abilities and
powers.

Allah the Almighty says in the Holy Qur'an:*
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And worship Allah and associate naught with Him, and show
kindness to parents, and to kindred, and orphans, and the

needy, and to the neighbour thar is a kinsman and the neigh-
bour that is a stranger, and the companion by pewr side, and the

HE. (al-MNisa', 4:37)

CONDITIONS OF BAIAT AND FLESFOMSIEILITIES OF AN AHMADL

waytarer, and those whom your right hands possess. Surely,
Allah loves not the proud and the boaseful.

Kind Treatment to All

In this verse, Allah the Almighty commands not only to treat
your brothers, your near ones, your relatives, your acquain-
tances, and your neighbors kindly, but also be compassionate
to them, help them if they are in need, and be beneficent to
the best of your ability to even those people whom you do
not know and have no relationship or association with. And
be beneficent to those whom you have only met temporarily.
It they are in need of your sympathy or your help and can
benefit from you, then you must help them. By doing so, a
beautiful culture of Islam will be established. Develop
compassion for God’s creatures, with the understanding that it
is something more than a good deed, it falls into the category
of benevolence. Benevolence means not expecting the return
of your favours; benevolence is exercised by man purely for
the sake of Allah the Almighty. In this way, such a beautiful
society will be established where there will be no dispute
between husband and wife, mother-in-law and daughter-in-
law, brothers, and neighbors. Everyone will try to be benevo-
lent to the other. Each person will try to give others their
rights with love and care, and will do so purely to win the
love of Allah. In today’s society, this is even more urgent than
ever before. Allah says that if you do not follow this path,
then you will be counted as arrogant. And Allah does not
like arrogance.
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Arrogance is such an afflicion that all mischiet originates
from it.... In the seventh condition, I have mentioned the
subject in depth already; therefore, it is not necessary to go
into another detailed discussion abour it. Briefly, this condi-
tion of bai ‘at requires you to be kind to God’s creation so that
you may become favourable in the sight of Allah the
Almighty and get the rewards in both the worlds. The kind-
ness you show towards others should be motivated by heart-
felt love and not to seek acknowledgement from people for
the favour. Allah says in the Holy Quran:™

Vel 3 Ly Ui £ 6 A § e
And they feed, for love of Him, the poor, the orphan, and the
Prisoner.

Ome interpretation of this is that despite their own needs.
those who love Allah take care of the needs of others in order
to attain the love of Allah the Almighty. They themselves stay
hungry, yet they feed others. They do not show miserliness by
suggesting that what they are giving is also required to meet
their own needs. Instead, they help as much as they can. They
do this to be virtuous and to get the approval of Allah, and
not to get any acknowledgement from others. They give what
they could enjoy or utilise themselves, always keeping in mind
the instruction of Allah that you should only give for the sake
of Allah, what you like for yourselt. They are not like those
who help the needy and boast about it. Some people are in
the habit of giving only their used items or worn clothing as

H6. (al-Dahr, 7629
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gifts. These people should respect the dignity of their brothers
and sisters. It is better for them not to give a gift at all if they
cannot afford it. At a minimum, they should tell the recipient
that the items are used and then ask the recipient if they are
willing to accept them.

Some people write to me saying that they want to give
for the weddings of poor girls—good clothes that have only
been worn for a day or two and were not used again because
they were too small or for some other reason. In this regard, it
must be clear that even if these items are being given through
the auxiliary organisations of Ahmadiyyah Muslim Jama‘at,
like Lajmah Imd'illih or Khuddim-ul-Ahmadiyyah, or even if
they are being given individually, they should respect the
dignity of the poor. They should give away items in a condi-
tion that they are still worth giving. The items should not be
completely worn out with stains, stench of sweat, etc. If such
clothes are given, they should be washed., cleaned, and
mended first. As [ have said, our auxiliary organisations like
Lajnal Imd'illah also distribute such clothes. They should
make it clear to the recipients that these clothes are used and
that they should only accept them if they choose to. Everyone
has a sense of honouwr, and as [ have said earlier, this sense of
honour should be respected.

The Promised Messiah® says in explaining the verse:

87
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...Reemember that God the Almighey likes good deeds very
much, and He desires that sympathy be shown for His

B7. (al-Dahr, 76:9)
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creation. If He desired harm, He would have directed us to ke
bad; but the Majesty of God is free from this. (Holv is Allah
and Great is His station). ..

Therefore, all of you who have established a relationship
with me should remember that you should show compassion
for everyone regardless of their religion; and be good to all
without any discrimination because this is the teaching of
Holy Quran:™

Vi 3o WS 45 A8 IR G el

Those captives and prisoners [at the time of the Prophet™]
were mostly non-believers. Now, you can see the scope of
kindness in Islam. In my opinion, perfect moral teaching is
not found anywhere except in lslam. Once | regain my health,
I will inshid'Allah write a comprehensive treatise on moral
teachings because [ want to make my expectations clear to the
Jama‘at. It will be a comprehensive guide for my Jama‘at, and
it should show how to seek Gods pleasure. 1 am deeply
grieved when | see or hear that someone did something that
does not fully conform to Islamic teachings. | am not happy
about these incidents. [ seill view my Jama‘ar like a child who
takes two steps and falls four times. But [ do believe that Allah
the Almighty will make it perfect. Therefore, you should
make an effort, plan, strive, and pray continuously that Allah
may show His grace, because nothing is possible without His
egrace. When He favours, He opens up all wavs.  (Malffizar,
new edition, vol. 4, pp. 218-219)

HE. (al-Dahr, 7629
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With the Grace of Allah, due to the pious influence of the
Promised Messiah®, and by acting on his teachings, many of
the ills that the Promised Messiah™ was concerned about
[regarding the Jama‘at| at that time disappeared from the
Jama‘at. With the Grace of Allah, a very large segment was
totally freed trom them, and it still is. As we are moving away
from that stage, Satan continues to attack with the ills of
society. Therefore, in accordance with the concerns of the
Promised Messiah™, we should continue to strive to avoid
those ills with effort and prayer. We should ask for the Grace
of Allah in accordance with his teaching, so that Allah the
Almighty may always keep the Jama'at of Promised Messiah®
perfect. I will now present a few traditions.

Hadrat Abfi Hurairah™ narrates that the Messenger of Allah
zaid, “Allah the Almighty and the Glorious will say on the Day
of Judgement, “O son of Adam, [ was sick but vou did not
attend to Me” Man will say, “O Lord. How could I attend to
You? You are the Lord of all the worlds”" Allah the Almighey
will say, “12id vou not know that so and so of My servants was
sick? You did not attend to him. Did yvou not know that if you
had done so, you would have found Me near him? O son of
Adam, [ asked vou for food but you did not give Me any
tood” Upon this the son of Adam will say, O my Lord. How
could I feed You whereas You are the Lord of all the worlds?”
Allah the Almighty will zay, “IDo vou not remember when a
servant of Mine asked you for food? You did not feed him.
[Did vou not know that if vou had fed him, vou would have
had a reward with Me? O son of Adam! [ asked you for water,

but you did not give Me any water”” Son of Adam will say, “O
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my Lord. How could [ serve vou water, whereas You are the
Lord of all the worldsz™ Upon this, Allah the Almighty wwill
say, "“Such and such person asked you for some water, but vou
did not offer him any. If vou had given him water, vou would
have had its reward with Me."" {(Sabih Muslim, Kitab-ul-Birri
was-5ilah, Babu Fadli ‘Ividatil-Marid)

Then. there is this narration:

Hadrat ‘Abdallah Bin Mas'Gd™ states that the Messenger of
Allab zaid, "All creatures are God's family. So, Allah likes the
person, from among all humans, who treats His family (crea-
tures) well and looks after their needs” (Mishldr-ul-Masabil,
Kitib-ul-Adib, Bibush-Shafaqati war-F.ahmati “alal-Khalg)

CONDITIONS OF BAI'AT AND FUESFOMSIEILITIES OF AN ALMAD]

6. And he desires for them what he desires for him-
self, and even in his absence he wishes him well!

( Sunanud-Didrimiyyi, Kidb-ul-Istidhin,

Muslimi “alal-Muslim)

Bibun fi Hagqil-

It is reported that:

Hadrat “Abdullih Bin "Umar™ narrates that the Messenger of
Allah said, ‘Do not be jealous of one another. Do not raise
prices to harm each other. Do not hold grudges against each
other. Do not turn yvour backs on each other, and do not be
indifferent to each other. And do not bid on deals that are
closed. Instead, you should live like servants of God and be

brotherly to each other. A Muslim does not wrong his

) L ) - brother. He does not insult him, and he does not embarrass or
There is another hadith in which Hadrar *AlI™ narrates that the iy s :

Miessenger of Allah said: humiliate him.” He pointed to his chest and said, “Plety is

here” He repeated these words three times, then he zaid, It is
Every Muslim has six obligations with regard to other enough misfortune for a man that he should look at his
Muslims: Muslim brother with disdain. Every Muslim’s blood, wealth,

I. When he meets him, he should sav *Assaldmo
‘Alaikum’

2. When one sneezes, he should say, * Yaramukumul-

honour and respect are sacred and sanctified for the other
Muslim."  (Sahilh  Muslim, Kitab-ul-Birri was-3ilah, Babu
Tabrimi-Zulmil Muslimi Wa Khadhlih)

lah' |may Allah have mercy on you|.

3. When he is sick, he should visit him. (Some peo- Then it is reported that:

ple have, with the grace of Allah, this good habit,
and they go to hospitals to visit sick ones
whether they know them or not. They take
tfruits and flowers for them. This form of social
service is very good.)

Hadrat AbGi Hurairah™ states that the Holy Prophet™ said,
“Whosoever helps remove the worldly anguish and suffering of
a Muslim will have hiz anguish and suffering removed by Allah
the Almighty on the Dav of Judgement. Whosoever brings
relief to a poor person and brings ease to him will have ease

4. When one calls him for help, he responds to him. _ ) )
created for him by Allah the Almighty in the hereafter.

5. When one dies, he comes to his funeral.
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Whosoever covers up the faults of a Muslim will have his
faults covered up by Allah the Almighty in the hereafter. Allah
the Almighty is keen to help him who is keen to help his
brother. Whosoever goes in search of knowledge will have the
ways to Paradise facilitated to him by Allah the Almighty
Those who sit in any of the houses of Allah the Almighty and
read the Book of Allah the Almighty and are engaged in
teaching and learning will attain peace and tranguillity from
Allah the Almighty; Allah the Almightys mercy covers them,
angels keep them in their circle, and Allah the Almighty
mentions them to His near ones. One who slackens in actions
will not succeed with only his name and his family, and he
will not go to Paradise by virtue of his family ties” {Sahili
Muslim, Kitib-udh-Dhikr, Babu Fadlil Ijtima‘i “ald Tilawatil-
Cur'ani wa “aladh-Idhikr)

What is mentioned in the beginning is to be mindful of the
rights of other people and help to remove the worries and
difficulties of your brethren. It you do so, on the Day of
Judgement, Allah the Almighty will deal with you with the
same kindness and will remove your worries and hardships. It
is the favour of the Holy Prophet® upon us. He said that if
you wish that Allah should cover you with His forgiveness,
then you should help and comfort the distressed, the afflicted,
and the destitute as much as you can. Then, Allah will deal
with you with kindness. Try to cover the weaknesses of your
brethren. Do not try to find their faults or make them public.
You do not know how many weaknesses and faults you have
that you will have to account for on the Day of Judgement.
Thus, it you had overlooked the faults of vour brethren, it you
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had tried to counsel them with sympathy instead of making
their weaknesses public, Allah will overlook your faults as
well. These are the rights of people. If you discharge them,
you will inherit the blessings of Allah the Almighty.

Then it is reported in a tradition that:

Hadrat Abfi Hurairah™ narrates that the Holy Prophet™ zaid,
‘Charity does not reduce vour wealth. The person who
forgives the transgressions of others will be given even greater
honour by Allah the Almighty. No one iz dishonoured by
forgiving the faults of others! (Musnadu Ahmadabni Hanbal,

vol. 20 p. 235, printed in Beirut)

Then it is reported that:

Hadrat “Abdullih Bin ‘Umar™ states that the Holy Prophet®
said, “The Gracious God will be Merciful to those who show
mercy to others. You show mercy o the dwellers of the earth,
and the One in the heavens will have mercy on yvou.' {Sumanoe
Abi Déwad, Kitab-ul-Adab, Bibun fir-Faabhmah)

The Promised Messiah® says:
Feemember that there are two commandments of Allah the
Almighty. First, associate no partner with Him, neither in His
being and attributes, nor in His worship. Second, be compas-
sionate to the others. Benevolence does not imply chat it
should be only for your brothers and relations, but it should be
for anvone, any human, and any of Gods creation. Do not
consider whether someone is 2 Hindu or a Christian. 1 tell
vou truthfully that Allah the Almighey has taken the responsi-
bility of ensuring justice to you; He does not want vou to take
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it upon yourselves. The more congeniality you adopt, the He also says:
more humble and serving wou are, the more Allah the . e . ) - .

. ) g .} ) Compassion for God’s creation is such a thing thar if man gives
Almighty will be pleased with you. Leave vour enemies to
Allah the Almighev. The Dav of Judgement is near. You

should not be confounded by the opposition. [ perceive that

it up and moves away from it, he gradually becomes a beast.
This is what the humanity of man demands, and one iz human

only as long as one treats one’s brother with kindness, tender-

rou will suffer a lot more at their hands because those who fall .
Y - ness, and benevolence. There should be no discrimination in

short of decency become ferocious as if a dam s broken and a . Ly e . :
HER - this martter. Just as Sa°di said, ‘human beings are like parts of a

flood bursts out. A pious person needs to control his tongue.

body” Remember, in my estimation the scope of sympathy is
(Malfiizar, wvol. 9, pp. 164—165)

very wide. One should not exclude any group or individual. |

Then he savs: do not sav—Ilike the ignorant people of this age—that you

should limit your kindness to only Muslims. T say that vou

Beware there are two categories of rights. One is Allah’s right - .
59 = - = should have sympathy for all of Gods creation no matter who

and the second is the human right. Even in connection with . . )
- - gh - - they are, whether a Hindu, or a Muslim, or something else. |

the right of Allah, the affluent encounter difficulty, and arro- never approve the words of such people who wish to limit

zance and conceit keep them deprived. For example, they : , ..
‘L"_ ) _ P ! ) P, THEY sympathy only to their own people. (Malfizdt, new edition,
dislike standing next to a poor person in Prayer. They cannot vol. 4, pp. 216-217)
have him sit next to them, and thus they remain deficient in

matters of Allah’s right. Mosques are indeed the houses for the He also says:

poor, and these people consider it below their stature to go Thus, to be kind to the human race and have compassion for
there. Similarly, they cannot take part in special activities in it is a very great type of worship and it is a great way to win
connection with the rights of man. ﬁ_puur man i prepared the pleasure of Allah the Almighty: but I see a great defi-
for any service. He can ]]T!Jssaglj_‘ your feet, bring water, wash clency is shown in this regard. Others are considered infe-
clothes and does not hFSIHtc nlj he has to help rcmm-‘n: '_fhf rior. They are mocked at instead of being looked after and
human refuse. But the rich consider such tasks to be insulting helped in a time of calamity and distress. Those who do not
and disgraceful and are thus deprived _Of these blessings as well treat the poor well, even consider them inferior, I fear they
Thus, prosperity can also stop you from doing a number of may get afflicted by the same calamity. Thosze whom Allah
virtuous deeds. This is why it is reported in traditions that the has blessed should express their gratitude and should deal
poor will enter Paradise five hundred years earlier. (Malfiizat with Hiz creation kindly and humanely. Thev should not be
new edition, vol. 3, p. 368) proud of God-given abundance, and thev should not
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viciously trample the poor. (Malffizat, new edition, vol. 4, pp.
438—439)

He also says:

The grear details about the rights of parents, children, other
relatives, and the destitute as described in the Quran are not,
in myv estimation, written in any other book.

As Allah the Almighty says:™

oA s S B AL R R i
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And worship Allah and associate naught with Him, and show
kindness to parents, and to kindred, and orphans, and the
needy, and to the neighbour that is a kingman and the neigh-
bour that is a stranger, and the companion by ponr side, and

the wavfarer, and those whom wyour right hands possess.
Surely, Allah loves not the proud and the boastful.

(Chashma-e-Marifat, Riahdni Khazd'in, vol. 23, pp. 208-209)

Hadrat Khalifatul Masih I™ says in this regard:

The intention should be in accord with the verse:™

i e L ) G D

"9, {al-Nisa', 4:37)
Q0. {al-Dahr, 76:11)
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Nerly, we fear our Lord, and the day that is: “Abis and
Jamtarir.

“Abiis 1= hardship, constraint, and straitness. And Quamifarir is
prolonged. It states that day of Day of Judgement will be hard
and long.

By virtue of feeding the hungry, Allah the Almighty will
also safeguard one from the intensity and duration of

- - - (=]
suffering during a famine. As a result:”

Vi £ il gl s 55 i3
God Almighty protects one from the evil of this day, and this

protection is due to one’s cheerfulness and happiness,

[ say once again: remember helping the poor and the needy in
this day and age and it will save you from the difficulties of the
Judzgement Dav. May God Almighty grant vou and me the
opportunity to strive for attaining the respect and pleasure of

the Everlasting, Amin.

{Hagd 'tg-ul-Furgdn, vol. 4, pp. 290-291)

This is a distinction for Ahmadiyyah Muslim Jama'at that it
takes part in social welfare activities as much as it has the
capacity for with the resources available to it. It does as much
as it possibly can for the in service of people and “humaniry,
staying within its means, both as individuals and as the
Jama‘at. The members of the Jama'at help to fizht hunger,
treat the poor, help in education and in the marriages of the

01. 5o Allah will save them from the evil of that day, and will
grant them cheerfulness and happiness. {al-Dafr, 76:12)
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poor by joining in aid programs under the auspices of the
Jama‘at. This fulfils their pledge of bai‘at as they should.

May we never become like those nations and countries,
which destroy their excess crops rather than help the suffering
humanity because they see no political purpose or advantage
in helping them. They think that poor people do not accept
all their directives and dictates. Such people are kept starved
and deprived as a punishment. May Allah enable Ahmadiyvah
Muslim Jama‘at to serve humanity even more then ever
betore.

At this time, I want to say that this service to humanity is
being performed at the Jama‘at level according to its capacity.
The sincere members of the Jama‘at are given the ability by
Allah the Almighty to serve humanity. They give large sums
of money with which service to humanity is provided. With
the grace of Allah, there are doctors and teachers who have
dedicated their lives and are serving in Africa, Rabwah, and in
Qadian as well. T appeal to every Ahmadi doctor, every
Ahmadr teacher, every Ahmadi lawyer, and every Ahmadi
who by virtue of his profession can serve humanity in any
way, to try to help the poor and the needy. As a reward, Allah
the Almighty will increase your wealth and vour lives even
more. Inshd’ Allah, if all of you will provide this service with
the intention of fulfiling a pledge to the Imam of the Age,
then you will see, insha’Allah, there will be such a rain of
Gods blessings and favours that you will not be able to
contain them.
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The Promised Messiah™

and His Concern for Humanity

The Promised Messiah's® advice on kindness to humaniry,
particularly the kindness and help for vour brethren, was
explained on one occasion:

My condition is that if someone is in pain and his cry reaches
me, even if | am in Praver I feel like breaking my Praver so
that I may help him if he can benefit from it. 1 should show
compassion to him as much I am capable. Thiz is against good
morals that one should not assist his brother in distress or hard-
ship. If you cannot do anvthing for him, you should at least
pray for him. You should apply the same morals towards
strangers and Hindus, not just your brethren, and vou should
show compassion to them all. One should never be careless
and uncencerned.

Cmce [ was out walking and someone named “Abdul
Karim was with me. He was a little ahead of me. Along the
way, we met an old lady of seventy or seventy-five years. She
gave him a letter to read for her, bur he scolded her and
pushed her aside, and it grieved me. She gave me the letter. 1
stopped and read it, and [ explained it o her thoroughly.
This embarrassed him, because he had to stop and wait
anyway  even though he was deprived of the reward.
{Malfiizat, new edition, vol. 4, pp. 82-83)

The Promised Messiah® also says:

Be kind and merciful to humanity, for all are His creatures.
Do not oppress them with vour tongue, your hands, or in
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any other way. Alwavs work for the good of mankind. Mever
unduly assert vourself with pride over others, even those
who are placed under you. Never use abusive language for
anyone, even if he abuses you. Be humble in spirit, kind,
gentle, and forgiving, sympathetic towards all, and wizh
them well, so that vou may be accepted.... If you are big,
have mercy on those who are small and not contempt. If you
are wise and well-versed in learning, serve the ignorant with
words of wisdom. MNever desire to bring disgrace on their
lack of knowledge by trying to show off vour own learning.
If vou are rich, instead of treating them with self-centred,
disdainful pride, you should =erve the poor. (Kashfi-e-Niih,
Rildant Khazd'in, vol. 19, pp. 11-12)

Then he said:

People will mistreat you and will hurt you in every way, but
members of my Jama‘at should not be provoked. Do not use
hurtful words in the heat of emotions. Allah the Almighty
does not like such people. Allah the Almighty wants to make

our Jama‘at exemplary.

He turther says:

Allah the Almighty loves the muftagi [righteous|. You should
always remain in awe of Gods Majesty and be mindful that all
are God's creatures. Do not persecute anvone, and do not have
a quick temper or look at anyone with dizdain. If there = one
bad person in a Jama‘at, he can spoil others also. If vour
temper is inclined towards anger, then carefully examine the
source of its fury. This aspect is very critcal. (Malfiizar, vol. 1,
pp- 8-9)

Maijlis Ansarullah, USA

He also says:

Be such that vour sincerity, lovalty, tenderness, and sensitivity
should reach heaven. God protects such a person and zives
him blessings when he sees that his heart is full of sincerity and
lowaley. He sees your hearts and looks into them, not at your
words and speech. If He finds the heart of a person to be pure
and clean, He descends upon it and makes it His home.

(Malfiizdt, new edition, vol. 3, p. 181)

He alzo said:

[ repeat that those who are beneficial to mankind and are
perfect in faith, sincerity, and loyalty will most certainly be
saved. Therefore, yvou should try to develop these qualities in
vou. (Malfizit, new edition, vol. 4, p. 184)

He also says:

You cannot be accepted in the presence of the Lord unless you
are pure, both on the outside and inside. If vou are big, then
have mercy on those who are small and not contempe. If you
are wise and well-versed in learning, serve the ignorant with
words of wisdom. Never desire to bring disgrace on their lack
of knowledge by trying to show off vour own learning. If you
are rich, instead of treating them with self-centred, disdainful
pride, vou should serve the poor. Beware of the ways of
destruction. Fear the Lord, and be righteous. ... How unfortu-
nate is the man who fails to believe in things coming from the
Mouth of God, which I have stated to you. If at all you desire
that God in heaven be pleased with vyou, hasten to become

one among vourselves as though vou were brothers born of
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the same mother. Only he is the most honoured among vou
who most forgives the transgressions of his brother.... Unfor-
tunate is he who remains obdurate and does not forgive.
{ Kashti-e-Nih, Rilani Khazd'i, vol. 19, pp. 12-13)

He also said:

To be compassionate towards God's creation is indeed a highly
meritorious act, and Allah the Almighty likes it very much.
What can be more valuable than showing compassion for such
a person? Do yvou think that a master would be pleased with a
friend if one of his servants went to his friend, but the friend
did not take care of his servant? Never, even though the friend
did not directly hurt the master. The kind treatment of his
servant and hospitality shown to him amount to respecting the
master. Similarly, God dislikes when someone ignores His
creation, because He holds His creation dear. Thus, a person
who shows kindness to His creation indeed pleases God.
{Malfizat, new edition, vol. 4, pp. 215-216)

May Allah the Almighty give us the ability to act upon these
admonishments of the Promised Messiah® and May he enable
us to be true to the pledge that we have made with Him.
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That he/she shall enter into a bond of
brotherhood with this humble servant of
God, pledging obedience to me in every-
thing good for the sake of God, and
remain faithful to it until the day of his/
her death. That he/she shall exert such a
high devotion in the observance of this
bond as is not to be found in any other
worldly relationship and connection that
demand devoted dutifulness.

{From the Friday sermon delivered af the Fadl Mosque,
London, United Fingdom, on September 19, 2003, in
wihich tenth condition of bai ‘at was disaussed in detail. |

In this condition, the Promised Messiah® is taking
a pledge from us that by joining this organisation we are
establishing a bond of brotherhood with him. Every Muslim
is a brother of the other Muslim. But the relationship of love
and brotherhood that is being established means much more

Maijlis Ansarullah, USA

COMNDITIONS OF BAIAT AND FLESPONSIEILITIES OF AN ALHMADL

than that. You are not merely establishing a bond of equals;
instead, you are acknowledging that it is a command of Allah
and His Messenger™ to accept the Messiah that was promised.
Theretore, you are establishing this bond for the sake of Allah
the Almighty. You are making this contract to uphold the reli-
cion of Allah the Almighty and to convey and spread the reli-
cion of Islam to all corners of the world. This bond can only
be successtul and long-lasting if you pledge to be obedient in
everything good and keep this pledge until death. You should
be mindful that this bond does not remain inactive, but should
become stronger every day. It should be so strong and its stan-
dard should be so high that, in comparison, all other relations,
bonds, and friendships should prove weaker. The bond should
be so matchless and strong that in its comparison all other
bonds and relations should seem meaningless.

Then he says that the thought can cross one’s mind that in
family relationships sometimes the rule of give and take—to
compromise, to accept, and to have one’s decisions accepted
occasionally—is applicable. Here it must be understood that
this, instead, iz the bond of a slave and servant. Indeed, it
should be even more than that. You have to be obedient
without any grumbling. You never have the right to say that
such and such cannot be done or that you cannot do such and
such at this time. When you have taken the bai‘af and have
entered the organisation of the Jami‘at of the Promised
Messiah®, you have given everything of yours to the
Promised Messiah®. You have to obey his decisions; you have
to act upon his teachings. Since the system ot khilifat exists
after him, you have to follow the decisions and the instruc-
tions of the Khalifah of the time. Here you should not think
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that the servant or the subordinate has to obey because he is
helpless and is obligated to serve. Servants sometimes grumble
too. Always keep in mind that although your condition is that
of a servant, it is really much higher because it is a bond of
brotherhood and acknowledgement of obedience for the sake
of Allah the Almighty that comes with the pledge of sacrifice.
The reward for sacrifice is received only if the sacrifice is
offered with pleasure. This condition is such that the more
one thinks about it, the deeper one submerges oneself in the
love of the Promised Messiah® and the more one will find
oneself bound by the organisation of the Jama‘at.
In the Noble Qur'an, Allah the Almighty says:™
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0 Prophet! When believing women come to thee, taking the
oath of allegiance af thy hands that they will not associate
anything with Allah, and that they will not steal, and will not
commit adultery, nor kill their children, nor bring forth a
scandalous charge which they themselves have deliberately
forged. nor disobey thee in what is right, then accept their

allegiance and ask Allah to forgive them. Verily, Allah is Most
Forgiving, Mercitul.

92, (al-Mumtalinah, 60:13)
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This verse emphasizes that the pledge of bai‘ar should be taken
from women so that they will not perform shirk, nor steal, nor
commit adultery, nor kill their children (i.e. they will be
mindful of proper upbringing of their children), nor accuse
anyone falsely, and nor disobey in anything good. Here, the
question arises whether a Prophet, who is appointed by Allah,
can ever give a command that is not good. It a Prophet can do
so, then can a Khalifah also give commands that are not good?
In this regard, it must be clearly understood that a Prophet can
never give any such command. A Prophet will only say what
is right; he will not say anything otherwise. That is why at
many places in the Holy Qur’an it is mentioned that one must
obey the commands of Allah and His Prophet™, and one must
carry them out. Nowhere is it specified that you are to obey
only the good commands. The question then arises, why are
there two different instructions? As a matter of fact, these are
not differing instructions. Some people have made an error in
understanding them. So, as 1 said earlier, all commandments
coming from a Prophet are good. A Prophet can never give a
command that 15 against the command of Allah or the
commands of the shari‘ah. He is appointed by Allah to carry
out those commands so how can he go against them? It is
good news for you that by accepting the Prophet—the one
commissioned by God—and by entering into his fold, you
have become secure because no command given to you is
wrong. Every command given to you is favoured by Allah.
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Definition of ‘Ma‘rif" and *Ghair Ma‘riif”

Sometimes people move away from the organisation, mislead
others, and create problems in their circle by getting caught
the tangle of obedience only in *ma‘nif” decisions and good
commands. They should understand not to delve into the
definition of “ma‘rif” and ‘ghair ma‘rif” decisions on their own
accord. Hadrat Khalifatul Masih I™ explaining this states:

There is one more error and that is in understanding of the
‘obedience in good things’ that we will not obey in those
matters that we think are not ‘good’. Thizs word has also come
with reference to the Holy Prophet™*

i P Seai Y
Have these people made a list of faults of the Holy
Prophet™ also? Similarly, Hadrar Sihib has written ‘obedi-
ence in good things” in his conditions of bai‘at. There is
wisdom in it. I do not doubt anvone of vou at all. T have
explained these things lest anvone of you be deceived
subtly. {Khutabdt-c-Nir, pp. 420—421)

The Promised Messiah® expounding on the subject of
‘enjoins them to do good” writes:

This Prophet directs vou in matters that are not opposed to
sane reason. And he prohibits vou from things that common
sense also prohibits vou from. And he makes pure things
lawful and impure things unlawtul. And he removes the
burdens from the nations that they were buried under. And he

Q3. (al-Mumtalunah, 60:13)
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frees them from shackles that were preventing their necks from
being straightened. Therefore, these people who will believe
in him and will strengthen him by joining him and will help
him and will follow the light that has been brought down with
him, they will escape the hardships of this world and the here-
after. (Bardliin-e- Ahmadiyyal, vol. 5, Riahant Khazd"in, vol. 21,
p. 4200

Thus, just as a Prophet does not deviate from the command-
ments of Allah the Almighty, his Khalifith—who is appointed
by Allah the Almighty through a party of believers—also
perpetuates the same teaching, the same commandments that
Allah the Almighty has conveyed to us through the Holy
Prophet™. In this age, they have been explained to us by the
Promised Messiah® in accordance with the prophecies of the
Holy Prophet™. So now, this system of khilifar has been estab-
lished in the Jama‘at through the Promised Messiah™ in accor-
dance with the prophecies of the Holy Prophet®, and it will
last, insha'Allah, till the end of time. Through it, decisions
have been made according to sharf‘ah and wisdom and will
continue to be this way, inshd’ Allah. These are the ‘good deci-
sions’. If, at any time, the Khalifah of the time makes such a
decision because of a mistake or misunderstanding, that
carries the risk of causing some harm, then Allah the
Almighty will bring about such means that will prevent bad
consequences. In this regard, Hadrat Musleh-e-Mau*ad™
states:

It is possible that the Khalifah of the time makes a mistake in
personal matters. But in such matters on which depends the

physical and spiritual progress, even if he commits an error,
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Allah the Almighty safeguards His Jam3‘at and somehow
makes him aware of the error. In the terminology of sages, it
is called ‘lesser sanctity’. That means, the Prophets enjoy a
‘greater sanctity’ but the Khnlafi' have ‘lesser sanctity” and
Allah the Almighty does not permit any such major mistakes
by them that may cause disaster for the Jama‘at. Their deci-
sions may have partial and minor mistakes, but in the end,
the result will be victory for Islam and defeat for its enemies.
Thus, because the Fhulafd' enjoy ‘lesser sanctity’, their
policy will emanate from Allahs. While it is true that they
will be the one speaking, their tongues will be in motion,
their hands will move, their minds will work, vet behind all
of this will be the hand of Allah. They can make minor
errors in finer dertails. Sometimes their advisors can give
them wrong advice. But crossing these intermediary obsta-
cles, they will be the one who will be victorious. And
when all the links are put together, the resulting chain will
be good and it will be so strong that no power will be able
to break it (Tafsir-e-Rabir, Hadrar Mirzi Bashir-ud-Din
Mahmid Ahmad™, vel. 6, pp. 376-377)

From this, it is evident that ‘not good’ is that which is a
blatant violation of commandments of Allah the Almighty
and the instructions of the sharf‘ah. Hadrat “Ali™ narrates that
the Holy Prophet™ sent away an expedition and appointed a
leader tor it so people should listen to him and obey him. This
leader had a fire set up and commanded his companions to
jump into it. Some people did not obey him and said, “We
have become Muslims to escape the fire! But some people
were prepared to jump into the fire. When the Holy Prophet™
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heard of this, he observed that, ‘It they had jumped into the
fire, they would have stayed in it forever” He also said, ‘No
obedience is obligatory if it involves disobedience to Allah.
Obedience is necessary only in ‘good decisions’. (Sunano AbT
Dawdid, Kitab-ul-Jihad, Babun fit- T3 ati)

Further explanation of this hadith is found in the narration of
Hadrat Abf Sa‘id Khudri™ who narrates that

The Holy Prophet™ sent Hadrat ‘Algamah Bin Mujazziz™ on a
battle. When he reached there or was on the way, a contingent
of his army asked for permission to proceed separately. He
cave them permission and appointed Hadrat “Abdullih Bin
Hudhiafah™ Bin Qais al-Sahmi as their leader. [ was among
those who went with him. While they were in journey, they
set up fire for keeping warm or for cooking. “Abdullah Bin
Hudhafah™ (who had a humorous nature) said, ‘Is it not oblig-
atory on vou to obey what I say?” They said, "Why not?’
Upon this “Abdullih Bin Hudhatah™ said, “Will you obey any
command [ give you?” They said, “Yes we will obey it
‘Abdullih Bin Hudhafah™ said, ‘1 do tell yvou to jump into this
fire! On this, some people stood up and started preparing to
jump into the fire. When “Abdullih Bin Hudhifah™ saw that
thev were actually going to jump into the fire, he asked them
to stop themselves from doing so. Upon our return, the
Companions reported it to the Holy Prophet™. The Holy
Prophet™ said, “If any one of vour leaders tells vou to disobey
Allah the Almighty, vou should not obey him.” {Sunano Tbn-e-
Mijah, Kitab-ul-Jihad, Babu La Ti‘ata fi Ma'siyatillah)
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Omne thing is quite evident from this hadith—the decision not
to obey was not of one individual. Some people were
prepared to jump into the fire on account of the order to obey
their leader under all circumstances. They had heard and
thought that it was the Islamic teaching to obey the leader in
every way, in every condition, and in every form. But some
Companions™ who had  better understanding  of the
commandments of Allah, and had benefited more from the
company of the Holy Prophet™, refused. They did not act
upon it because it was suicidal, and suicide is expressly prohib-
ited in Islam. Secondly, when "Abdullih Bin Hudhafah®™, who
was their leader, saw the seriousness of a few, he too grew
worried and stopped them because it was only a joke. After
this, the Holy Prophet™, by his explanation. defined the prin-
ciple of ‘goodness” as to what is "good’ and what is ‘not good”.
It should be clear that a Prophet or the Khalifah of the time
can never say such a thing even as a joke. That is why Allah
the Almighty has said that if you see a violation of a clear
command by a leader, you should have recourse to Allah and
the Prophet®. Now in this age, righteous khilafat has been
established after the Promised Messiah®. You should turn to
the Khalifah. His decision will always be the ‘good decision’.
His decision will be in accordance with the commandment
of Allah and the Prophet® Therefore, as I said earlier, you
have the good news that now you are always under ‘good
decisions’.

These days, one might hear criticism that a worker who was
doing a good job was replaced, and therefore the Khalifah of
the time or the organisation of the Jama'at had not made a
‘cood decision’. (Such critics have made their own definition
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of good decisions). Therefore, they think that they have the
right to speak against the decision wherever and whenever.
First of all, no one has the right to speak against the Jama‘at
anywhere. I have already explained this topic in depth. Your
duty is only to obey. What is the standard of obedience? Allah
the Almighty says in the Holy Qur'an:"

Gl Y bl i i e
5k Do Al 300
And they swear by Allah their strongest oaths that, if thou
command them, they will surely go tforth. Say, ‘Swear not;

what is required s actwal cbedience in what is right. Surely, Allah
15 well aware of what you do!

The subject of obedience is being discussed in the preceding
verses. Believers always say that we heard and accepted.
Because of their piety, they are granted nearness |to Allah| and
become triumphant. In this verse, we are enjoined to adopt
the *hear and obey’ attitude like true believers. Do not swear
that we will do this and that. Hadrat Musleh-e-Mau‘ id™ has
written in its commentary that the hypocrites also make a lot
of claims. But the good way is to practice obedience. Allah
the Almighty is commanding that such people should adopt
the good way to practice obedience according to the proper
standard. Be obedient according to the proper customs. The
Prophet is not going to give you a command that is against
the sharfah and against common sense. For example, the
Promised Messiah® says that when you have accepted me, you

04, (al-Nir, 24:54)
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should get used to five daily Pravers, give up falsehood, give
up arrogance, stop usurping the rights of others, and live
together in love and affection. All this comes under the
command of ‘obey in all good matters”. There are people that
do not follow any of this, but instead go around saying that
they swear they would do whatever is commanded to them.
Similarly, there are different initiatives from Khulafa' at
ditterent times for the spiritual growth such as about popu-
lating the mosques, proper upbringing of children, having
more tolerance, courage, and calling people towards Allah, or
about different financial sacrifices. These are the matters that
one need to obey. In other words, these come under the clas-
sification of obedience in ‘good matters. A Prophet or a
Khalifah 1s not going to ask anything that is against the divine
commandments or common sense; he is not going to
command one to jump into fire or plunge into an ocean.
Prophets or Khulafa® are always going to lead one along the
shari ‘ah.

Superior Example of Obedience

We find a great example of obedience with the Muslims of
the early era when Hadrat "Umar™ took the command away
from Hadrat Khalid™ Bin al-Waltd and gave it to Hadrat Abd
‘Ubaidah™ in the course of a battle. Thinking that Khalid™
Bin al-Walid was performing well, Hadrat AbTi "Ubaidah™ did
not take over the charge from him right away. When Hadrat
Khalid® Bin al-Walid learnt that this command had come
from Hadrat *Umar™, he went to Hadrat Aba ‘Ubaidah™ and
said, "Since it is the instruction from the Khalifah of the time,
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you should implement it without any delay. I have no reserva-
tion in serving under your command, and 1 will continue to
work as hard under you as | did when [ was the commander.
This is the high standard of obedience. Some foolish person
can say that it was ‘not a good decision” of Hadrat "Umar™.
This is also a wrong notion. We do not know the circum-
stances as to why Hadrat "Umar™ made that decision. He
knew it better. There was nothing obvious in this decision
that would be against the sharf'ah. Note that Allah the
Almighty upheld the honour of this decision of Hadrat
‘Umar™ and the battle was won. During the battle, some
occasions were such that there were a hundred enemy soldiers
against a single Muslim soldier, yet the battle was won.

The Promised Messiah® also received the distinction to be
an arbitrator and a judge in the service of his Master—a
service that is unparalleled. Therefore, in this age, the claim of
obedience and love for the Holy Prophet™ and the claim for
love for Allah can be justified by true obedience to the
Promised Messiah®, just as Allah the Almighty says:”

S 80 A K A A b o 0

iz ke
Say, ‘If vou love Allah, follow me: then will Allah love you and
forgive you your faults. And Allah 1z most Forgiving, Merciful”

05, (Al-e-Tmran, 3:32)
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Whatever Promised Messiah®
Attained was by Following
the Holy Prophet Muhammad*

The Promised Messiah™ states:

I have received a full measure of the blessing that were given
to the Prophets and honoured ones of God before me purely
as a result of the Grace of Allah and not due to any merit of
my own. And it was not possible for me to get this blessing if [
did not follow the wavs of my Master and Lord, the honour of
the Prophets and the best of them all, the Holy Prophet, may
peace and blessings of Allah be wpon him. So, whatever |
achieved, resulted from following the his path. | understand—
based on my true and complete knowledge—that no one can
reach God without following His Prophet™, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him, nor can he have a share of the
perfect understanding. And here I am going to tell you about
the first thing that develops in the heart as a result of the
honest and perfect following of the Holy Prophet, may peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him; so know it that it is the
richteous heart. The love of the world departs from the heart,
and it desires an eternal and unending pleasure. Then, as a
consequence of this righteous heart, a pure and perfect divine
lowe is acquired. And all these blessings are received as inherit-
ance from following the Holy Prophet, may peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him. As Allah the Almighty Himself
states:™

I () e A o 45 50
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As a result of the love and the
Messiah® had for the Holy Prophet®, Allah the Almighty
made the heart of the Promised Messiah™ a part of His throne.
Allah will continue to descend upon the hearts in the future
also according to their respective statures. But now the claim
of the love for the Holy Prophet®, the claim of his perfect
obedience, will prove true only when the bond of love and

That is:
Tell them if vou love God, come follow me so that God

may love you too.

Indeed, a one-sided claim of love is totally false and absurd.
When man honestly loves God, then God also loves him.
Then an acceptance for him is spread in the world. A sincere
love tor him iz produced in the hearts of thousands; a force of
attraction is granted to him, and a light is given to him that
always stavs with him. When a person loves Allah with a
sincere heart and adopts Him over the whole world and to
him nothing is left of the majesty and dignity of anything
besides Allab—instead he considers all these others o be
worse than a dead worm—then Allah Who sees his heart
descends upon it with a weighty manifestation. Just as a
refined mirror put in front of the sun provides such a perfect
reflection of the sun that it can be said, figuratively and meta-
phorically, that the same sun that is in the sky iz also present in
the mirror, likewise Allah descends on such a heart and makes
it His throne. This is the purpose for which man was created.
(Hagigat-ul-Waliyd, Rithani Khazad'in, vol. 22, pp. 64—65)

affection the Promised

0. (Al-e-Tmran, 3:32)
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obedience with his spiritual son is established. That is why
the Promised Messiah® says, “Establish a bond of love and
obedience with me above all other relations. This is how one
will follow the Holy Prophet™ and subsequently attain Allah’s
love He is not saying this lightly. The Holy Prophet™ himself
has told us this as he said, °If you see the time of Messiah and
Mahdi, you should go and convey my salim to him even if
you have to crawl on your knees.” What is the message in this
emphasis in taking so much pain to convey this salam? What is
the wisdom behind it? The Holy Prophet™ is pointing out
that the Promised Messiah is dear to him and he is dear to the
Promised Messiah. This is matter of principle that you reach
the ones you love through their loved ones. Therefore, he
says, ‘It you want to become my follower, follow the
Promised Messiah, accept him as the Imam, and enter his
Jama‘at” That is why it is said in a hadith:
‘Beware! There will be no Prophet or Messenger between
Jesus the son of Mary (the Promised Messiah) and me. Listen
carefully that he will be my Khalifah from among my followers
after me. He will certainly kill Dajidl, he will shatter the cross,
meaning he will destrov the Christian doctrine, and he will
abolish jizpah |poll tax|. (In the period of the Promised
Messiah®™, its practice will be abandoned because there will be
no religious wars.) Feemember, anvone who gers the honour
of meeting him, he must convey my salim to him. {Al-Mo fam
Al-ausat Lit-tabarini, Manismuht Tsa. Al-Mo am-us- Saghir

Lit-tabarant, Manismuhii ‘Ts3)

Instead of reflecting on this hadith and instead of listening to
those who have reflected on it and have unlocked its depth,
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the scholars of this day have gone after its literal meaning and
have misled simple-minded Muslims and have created such a
havoc that is beyond belief. We seek the protection of Allah
from them, and He is dealing with them and will deal with
them in the tuture, insha’Allah. It is evident from this fadith
that the Promised Messiah will be a just ruler; he will not do
anything against justice, and he is such an Imam who will
establish equity in the world. Therefore, establish contact with
him, follow his commands, and act on his teachings because
he will only teach justice and equity, and this is nothing but
Qur'anic teachings. People of this age expect that the Messiah
will come with hammers and will literally shatter the cross.
This is absurdity. It is guite obvious that the Promised
Messiah, following his master and patron, will convince others
through arsuments, and through arguments he will annihilate
and expose the Christian doctrine. What is meant by the
killing of the Dajfil is only that the Promised Messiah will
save the wmmah trom the mischief of the Dajjal. Moreover,
since there will be no religious wars, the practice of a poll tax
will also cease. Then, there is the instruction to convey the
salim o the Promised Messiah, but the Muslims, instead of
conveying the salim, are bent upon opposing the Promised
Messiah®. May Allah grant them sense.

There is another tradition from which we learn the status of
the Promised Messiah® and the reason it is essential for us to
maintain a bond of obedience with him.

Hadrat AbG Hurairah™ narrates that the Holy Prophet® =aid,
‘Until Jesus, son of Mary, who is a Just Ruler and Equitable
Imam, appears, the end of davs will not come. [When he is
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sent|, he will break the cross, kill the swine, abolish jizpah and
will distribute such treasures that people will not be ready to
accept. (Sunane [hn-e-Majah, Kidbul-Fitan, Bibu Firnatid-
Dajjili wa Khuriiji ‘Tsabni Maryama wa Khurfiji Y3ijiija wa
Majaj)

Since this hadith also required interpretation, it was not under-
stood by the people of coarse intellect and they went after its
literal meaning giving it an odd and ridiculous explanation. It
is quite obvious that “killing the swine’ pertains to eliminating
those people who have swine-like characters. The faults of
swine compared to other animals are now well-known. When
the same faults appear in humans, obviously their cleansing is
very much needed. Another point not understood by such
|people of coarse intellect| is that he will give and distribute
wealth. Just a few days ago, some “scholars” held a gathering in
Pakistan, and using extremely vulgar language against the
Promised Messiah® and the Jama‘at, they raised this question
that the Messiah was to come and distribute wealth and not to
ask people for it. Yet, Ahmadis (they instead say Qadianis)
collect chandah |donations|, which proves that they are
imposters. No sane person can make them understand that
these are the spiritual treasures that the Messiah® is distrib-
uting that they refuse to accept. The fact of the matter is that
they only have the eve for this world and they cannot go
beyond it. This is their role. Let them continue. Pakistani
Ahmadis need not be too apprehensive. In the face of these
scholars” filth and absurdities, we should walk away displaying
patience and fortitude. In the face of these scholars® filth and
absurdities, we do admit that we accept our defeat; we cannot
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compete with their filth and absurdities. T must make one
point very clear that when man does not say anything, Allah
speaks for him, and when Allah speaks, we have seen the
pieces of the enemy scattered all over, and we shall see that in
the future also, inshd’ Allah. Therefore, Ahmadis should have a
loval relationship with the Promised Messiah® and place
emphasis upon prayers. Continue to pray all the time.

These traditions also prove that the Messiah to come will
also be the Imam. He will also be the Hakam |Authority]. He
will be the prince of justice and equity. You must establish a
bond with him, and it is incumbent on you to obey him as
the Hakam and the Imam. These teachings are for your better-
ment and training. You should act upon them so that you join
those who are dear to the Holy Prophet® and who have
achieved nearness to Allah the Almighty.

Submission Under All Circumstances

I shall present some traditions that illustrate the importance of
submission.

Hadrat Abfi Hurairah™ states chat the Holy Prophet™ said, ‘It is
incumbent on vou to listen to and obey the directives of the
ruler of the time in austerity or prosperity, happiness or grief,
inequity or favourittm—in any and all situations.” (Sahil
Muslion, Kitab-ul-Imarah, Babu Wujdbi Ta‘atl-Umard'i fi
Ma'sivarin wa Tahrimuha fil-Ma‘sivah)

Hadrat Ibn-e-"Abbas™ states that the Prophet of Allah said, “If
anyone sees something undesirable in his leader and ruler, he

should exercise patience because, if anyone is even slightly
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distant from the Jam3‘at, he will die in ignorance” {Sahil Al-
Bulhdri, Kitabul-Fitan, Bibu Gaulin-Mabiyyi Sa-tarauna Ba'di

Umiiran tunkirinahi)

Hadrat “Arfajah™ states that, ‘I heard the Holy Prophet™ saying
that when you are gathered together on one hand and have
one leader, if someone comes and tries to break your unity so
that he mav create divisions among you, vou ought to kill
him. That is, you should cut vour ties with him and not listen
to him, (i.e.. totally ignore his instructions). (Sahih Muslim,
Kitab-ul-Imarah, Babu Hukmi man Farraga Amral-Muslimina

wa huwa Mujtami‘un)

It is reported from Hadrar “Ubadah™ Bin As-Samit chat we
took the covenant with the Holy Prophet™ on the point that
we will listen and we will obey whether we like it or dislike it.
And that wherever we are, we will not dispute with the
incumbent of rightful authority, we will stay firm on the truth
or that we will only speak the truth and that we will not be
afraid of the rebuke of anyone in matters concerning Allah the
Almighty. (Sahkih Muslon, Kitab-ul-lmarah, Bibu wujabi
Ta'atil-Umard'i f ghairi ma’sivatin wa tahrimoha fil-ma'siyah,
Hadith Mo, 4768)

Hadrat Ibn-e-"Umar™ states that the Holy Prophet™ said,
“Whoever holds back from obedience to Allah will meet Allah
the Almighty on the Day of Judgement in a condition that he
would have no valid argument or excuse. And he who dies in
a condition that he has not taken a pledge of allegiance with
the Iwmam of the tme would die the death of ignorance and
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apostasy. (Salih Mustim, Kitib-ul-Imarah, Bibu wujibi Muli-

zimati Jama‘aril-Muslimina ‘Inda Zuhiril-Fitan)

Thus, you are fortunate that you have accepted the Imam of
the time and you have entered into a covenant of bai‘at with
him. Now, you have to obey him purely tor the sake of Allah.
You have to carry out all his commandments. Otherwise, you
will be going out of the circle of obedience to Allah the
Almighty. May Allah establish every Ahmadt on the superior
standard of obedience. And how do you establish such high
standards? These standards can be achieved only by acting on
the teachings of the Promised Messiah®.

Who Enters the Jama‘at

The Promised Messiah™ says:

Only he enters my Jamid‘at who adopts my teachings as the
code of his life and acts upon them according to his capacicy
and capability. The one who just gets his name registered but
does not act according to the teachings should be mindful that
Allah has decreed to make this Jama‘at a special Jama‘at, and
anyone who does not truly belong to this Jama‘at will not be
counted among it just because he has registered. A time will
come upon him that he would dissociate himself. Therefore,
as far as possible, make your deeds subservient to the teaching

that is given.

What is that teaching? He says:

Do not say anvthing that will create disorder, do no evil, show

patience in the face of abuse, and do not confront anyone. It
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someone confronts you, treat him kindly and gently. Set a
eood example of soft speech. Honestly obey every command
so that God may be pleased with vou, and the enemy should
realise that after taking the covenant, vou are no longer the
same person that you were. Testify honestly in litigation.
Evervone who enters this Jama‘at should adopt righteousness
with all his heart, determinarion, and strength. The world is

nearing its end. (Malfizdt, new edition, vol. 3, pp. 620—621)

Here, he has said that you should not say anything that will
create disorder. Some people are in the habit of spreading
rumours for fun. That carries the risk of creating disorder.
People have different temperaments. If something unpleasant
is stated in the presence of the one who was the subject of that
comment, that person will naturally develop a resentment
against the person to whom the statement is attributed.
Though I feel that it should not produce any ill feeling, there
is a way to stop such mischief, and that is that one should
directly approach the person to whom the comment was
attributed and ask him, ‘Have you heard these comments;
have you said anything like this?’ That will clarify the matter
and will also help reform the mischief-makers. Sometimes
such mischiet-makers pit families against families. Stay away
from such mischiet and from such mischief-makers. And it
possible, try to reform such people.

Evil also develops from direct confrontations, fights and
abuses. That also creates discord. The Promised Messiah® tells
us: if you are connected to me and yvou claim submission to
me, then shun everything of mischief and evil. You should
have such patience and tolerance that even if someone abuses
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you, vou should show restraint. The door of salvation will
open for you when you act upon this teaching. You will join
those who have achieved nearness to Allah. There should be
no confrontation in any matter. Even being in the right, be
humble like one who is in the wrong. No matter what the
other person has said, deal with that person with love, affec-
tion and sincerity. Your tongue should be so pure, your
language so sweet, and good morals so overflowing that
people should be attracted towards you. Everyone should
realise that you are an Ahmadi. Nothing less than the highest
moral values can be expected of you. In short, your high
morals will attract others and will become a source for
drawing their attention.

Some people give false testaments for personal gain in liti-
gation. They present their case falsely. The Promised Messiah®
says that even vour vested interests should not prevent you
from truthful testimony. Some people here and in other coun-
tries make false statements in their efforts to migrate. Stay
away from all these things. Submit your [migration| case based
on the facts, and if it is granted as such, then you should stay:
otherwise you should go back. Sometimes cases are rejected
even if they are fabricated: you should try sticking to the
truth. Insha’Allah, it will only benefit you. Even if your case is
rejected, you will at least not earn the displeasure of Allah.
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D L‘VCID[J Brotherhood and Love understanding of Allah, that there should be no laziness or

Among Yourselves and a Tiue indifference about the righteous deeds. If one is lazy, and it s
fu - L L8

Relationship With Allah the Almighty

a hardship even to perform ablution, how would he offer
takafjiud [supererogatory Prayers|. If the strength to perform

Advising about mutual love and brotherhood, the Promised the righteous deeds and the passion to excel in goodness do

Messiah® savs: not develop, it is useless to establish a link with us. {Malfizar,
new edition, vol. 2. pp. 710-711)

Develop brotherhood and love among vourselves and give up

viciousness and dissension. Totally abstain from any kind of In this tenth condition of bai‘at, the Promised Messiah® has
insult and ridicule because they distance vou from ruth and placed great emphasis on having such a strong bond with him
lead you far away. Treat each other with respect. Everyone that there should be nothing like it in any other relationship
should give priority to the comfort of his brother. Create a of this world. The only reason for this emphasis is, strictly
sincere reconciliation with Allah the Almighty and come back 5pr_-akinq‘ his 5\,r|]1parh\,r for us. Because the true Islam can be
into His obedience.... Ger rid of every kind of dispute, found only and only by accepting him, if we want to save
hostility and animosity from among vourselves because the ourselves from drowning, then we have to get on the ark of
time has come that we should abstain from petty matters and the Promised Messiah®. He says:

become preoccupied with important and magnificent goals.
(Malfizat, vol. 1. pp. 266—268)

Mow rush towards me because this is the time that he who
runs toward me now is like the one who gets on board the

Then he savs: ship right at the time of a storm. But if zomeone doez not

accept me, | see that he is throwing himself into a storm and

Our Jama‘ae should have a sincere relationship with Allah the ) . .
has no means of saving himself. T am a true intercessor as a

Almichty, and the Jami‘at members should be grateful that ) _ .
£hty J = shadow and reflection of that Exalted intercessor, who was not

Allah the Almighty has not rejected them. Instead., he has

. o . accepted by the ignorant people of that age and who was
shown hundreds of signs of His power to elevate their faith to

he level of o ks th L cravely insulted, that is Hadrat Mubammad the Chosen one,
the level of conviction. Is there anyone among you who can _ . . B
) ) ¥ gy i may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. (I sl-Bald'.

sav that he has not seen any sign? [ do claim that there is not Rihini Khazd'in, vol. 18, p. 233)

even one who has had the occasion to stay in my company
and vet not seen a fresh sign from Allah with his own eyes. He said this because the claim of the Promised Messiah™ is in
This is what our Jama‘at needs—that their faith be accordance with the prophecies of the Holy Prophet™.

enhanced, that they should develop true conviction and
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Two Benefits of Bai‘at
at the Hand of Promised Messiah®

Then he says:

Thus, there are two benefits of this bai‘af that is done at my
hand. One is that the sins are forgiven and one is entitled to
clemency in accordance with the promize of Allah. The other
is that by repenting in the presence of the Apostle, strength is
granted and man is saved from the attacks of Satan. Be mindful
that the world should not be your objective when vou enter
thiz Movement, but vour objective should be the pleasure of
Allah, because thiz world is onlv a passing phaze and will pass
by one way or the other.”’

# #
Ao . & F Y o~ F 3
e e

Keep this world and its objectives and purposes entirely
aside. Do not mix them with faith becavse thizs world is

doomed to end, but the faith and its rewards are unending.
(Malfizar, vol. 6, p. 145)

The Promised Messiah®
of Protection for Our Times

the Strong Fort

The Promised Messiah®™ says:

O we dear ones, O ve the flourishing branches of the tree of
my being, who, by the mercy of God Almighty, which vou
enjov because of having entered into the covenant of bai‘af

Q7. A night of hardship or a might of luxury; the night will pass
either way.
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with me! you are devoting your lives, comfort, and properties
to this cause. I am aware that you will deem it your good
fortune to carry out whatever [ might impose upon you to the
full extent of your capacity. But I do not desire to lay down
anvthing by myself as an obligation upon you, so that vour
service should not be the result of my directive, but should
proceed out of your own free will. Who is mv friend and who
is dear to me? Only he who recognises me. Only he who
believes that 1 have been sent and accepts me as those are
accepted who are sent. The world cannot accept me because |
am not of the world, but those whose natures have been
invested with a portion of the other world accept me and will
accept me. He who turns away from me, turns aside from
Him Who has sent me. And he who establishes a relationship
with me establishes a relationship with Him from Whom |
have come. I hold a lamp in mv hand. He who comes to me
will surelv partake of itz light, but he who, out of ill-thinking,
runs away will be cast into the darkness. [ am the citadel of
security for this age. He who enters therein will be secure
against thieves and robbers and wild beasts. He who seeks to
remain away from my walls will be confronted with death
from every direction, and even his dead body will not be
saved. Who is it who enters my citadel? Only he who discards
vice and adopts goodness, and gives up crookedness and treads
along the path of truth, and frees himself from the bondage of
Satan and becomes an obedient servant of Allah the Almighty.
Everyone who does that is in me, and | am in him. But only
he has the power to attain to this upon whom Allah the
Almighty bestows a pure soul. Then He places His Foot in the

hell of such a one’s inner self, and it becomes cool as if there
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had never been any fire in it. Then he marches forward till the
spirit of Allah the Almighty dwells in him, and, with a special
manifestation, the Lord of the world establishes Himself in his
heart. Then his old humanity is consumed and a new and
pure humanity is bestowed on him. For him Allah the
Almighty becomes a new Allah and establishes a special rela-
tionship with him and he s equipped in this very life with
the pure fittings of a heavenly life. {(Fat-he-lslam, Rihani
Khazd'in, vol. 3, pp. 34-33)

May Allah the Almighty enable us all to fulfil all our pledges
made with the Promised Messiah™; may we remain firmly
established upon all the conditions of his bai‘at; may we, by
acting upon his teachings, make our lives like paradise, and
may we be judged to be the inheritors of the paradises of the
next world. May Allah the Almighty help us. Amin.
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